eternit 


MAGAZINE OF CHRISTIAN TRUTH 














ETERNITY’S MAN OF THE YEAR: GENERAL GAMEL ABDEL NASSER 


In this issue 


THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST JANUARY 


1957 
by Martyn Lloyd-Jones 











“ALL ABOARD,” Christians! 





sails out of Miami on April 5th 
for 14 wonderful days 





VISIT WORLD FAMOUS PORTS 


Last year’s cruise will live long Panama Canal 

in the hearts of all who were aboard. Curacao 

This year’s cruise is even better — Venezuela 

extended 4 more days, covering many Jamaica 

more miles. This is the opportuniiy you’ve Virgin Islands 
dreamed of — to travel — to see world- Puerto Rico 
famous places ....and yet the price is and others 
considerably less than you would expect. 








RAND PLANE TOUR 
IN SEPTEMBER 


Three-week tour to the places where Jesus walked . . . led by 
experienced Christian guides, at a cost unbelievably low. You'll ™ 
want to take this trip. ; Gov. Sir Hugh Foot 





who received Mr. Eshelman and mem- 





WRITE FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION bers of his party last year at King’s 
house, will also welcome the 1957 
Conference Cruise. 


Bible Conference Grounds ©: ** 


















READING THE NEW TESTAMENT ON TOP OF AN OLIVE TREE 





This is ‘Takis Marmaras, one of the students at our Macedonian Bible Institute this , 
§ year. He comes from the Biblical city of Berea. When he believed on- the Lord Jesus 
Christ, his whole family began ruthlessly to persecute him. 5 

“From the day Jesus Christ came into my heart, a struggle began with my Greek 
Orthodox mother which continues to this very day,” Takis says. Sometimes she 
would not open the door for me to get into the house. At other times she would not 
give me anything to eat. My family was hindering me from reading the Bible and fol- 
lowed my every movement so systematically that they did not even permit me to pray. 
In the morning I just could not find a place to pray. I hid any spiritual literature that I could get hold 
of under my shirt and looked for an opportunity to read it. 









































MY CLOTHES WERE SEARCHED 


‘Nearly every night there was a search of my clothes, and whatever books or other literature 
Mother found she would take away. Thus every night it was necessary for me to hide my New 
Testament and in the morning to recover it. Their fanaticism was so great that they broke the lock 
of the door of my room so that I could not lock myself in to pray. Then there was no way out but to 
climb up an olive tree which was in our yard, and there I read my Testament and prayed. It was so 
high up and so difficult to climb that they could not reach me. Up there I also found a branch to 
which I tied my New Testament when I wanted to read it. 


PERSECUTED 12 YEARS 


This young man went through this for 12 long years and now the Lord has led him to come to 
our Macedonian Bible Institute to prepare himself for the ministry of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Don’t you think the Lord can wonderfully use such a worker? Such testimonies could be repeated by 
many of our Bible students. ‘They have come to us from all over Greece by faith, trusting that the 
Lord will move some of God’s people to undertake their support. There is really a desperate need 
at our Macedonian Bible Institute, which we believe is the hope for the evangelization of the Greeks. 
It would be a crime to allow Takis or any of our other students to return to their home environ- 
ments where they would face persecution of the kind described above. 


YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY 


We hope the Lord will speak to your heart so that you will help this work by undertaking either 
full or partial support of one of these Bible students. Their training costs only $25 a month. What- 
ever you can do will be deeply appreciated and will in reality make you a missionary to Greece, for 
these dear young men and women labor for the Lord while they are studying. We shall be happy to 
assign a student to you, no matter how much you give each month, and also send you the picture of 
the one you will pray for and help. May God lead you to do His will. Please pray for this important 
phase of our work, training the Greeks to bring the Gospel to their own people. A foreign mission- 
ary is completely ineffective in evangelizing the Greeks. It takes Greeks to reach the Greeks. Will you 
let your gifts go for you? Write to the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. E, Rev. Spiros Zod- 
hiates, General Secretary. 


Sie AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. | ».0. sox 423, New YorK 36,N. Y 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





FACADES 


‘ Amen! Amen! The provocative 
thought in this [“Fundamentalism’s | Fa- 
cades,” Erernity, Dec.] excellently written 
article is a clarion call away from an exist- 
ing narrow fundamentalism to an emphasis 
on teaching and preaching the “whole coun- 
sel of God” as it touches every phase of 
human life. It is a call to recapture the 
true spirit of Christ that constrains us to 
love one another as He loved us. I . . . cast 
my vote for more articles which deal with 
“inner” attitudes. . . . 

J. K. Rapp 


Allentown, Pa. 


HUSBAND ACCEPTS CHRIST 


You will not remember me, but I once 
called on you for counsel in my married 
life. You told me to stand by my marriage 
vows. I did that, and before my husband 
died (cancer of the lung) it was my joy to 
see and hear him accept Christ as his Savior. 
It was a complete transformation. I know 
you will rejoice with me. 

NAME WITHHELD 


Sayre, Pa. 


THE HARMLESS (?) CIGARET 


. . . Much in Mr. Wagner’s article, “You 
Can’t Be a Christian and . . .” [ETERNITY, 
July] . . . was commendable, but he made a 
bad mistake when he picked cigaret smok- 
ing as a harmless thing. 

. mn the Journal of the American Medi- 
ral Association, August 7, 1954, an exhaus- 
tive article (13 pp.) was published of a 
survey made of the smoking habits of 
187,000 American men between the ages of 
50 and 69. 

. .. Let me quote . . . from the summary. 
“It was found that men with a history of 
regular cigaret smoking have a considerably 
higher death rate than men who have never 
smoked. A total of 3002 deaths occurred 
among men with a history of regular cigaret 
smoking. If they had died at the same rate 
as men who had never smoked, only 1980 
would have died. In other words, 1022 addi- 
tional deaths occurred among men with a 
history of regular cigaret smoking. Death 
rates increase with the amount of cigaret 
smoking. A total of 745 deaths occurred 
among men who were currently smoking 
a pack or more of cigarets a day at the 
time they were questioned. Only 426 of 
them would have died if their death rates 
had been the same as for men who had 
never smoked. That is to say, . . . 75 per 
cent more [died] than expected . . . among 
men smoking a pack or more Ccigarets a 
day at the start of the study.” 

. . . The most dramatic rise in the death 
rate is noticed in the matter of lung cancer, 
but coronary heart disease is a close second. 
... Lancet, . . . one of the finest and most 
conservative British medical magazines said 
that cigaret smoking has now been proved 
to be so deleterious to general health that 
every doctor owes it to his young patients 
to warn them against it . . . that if any 
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other article in common use had as much 
proved against it as the cigaret has, the 
medical profession would have no hesita- 
tion at all in warning the public to avoid its 
use. 

. . . Again I think Mr. Stedman [True 
Separation” Erernity, November] has quite 


a good point. . 
ORS oaks 

For, if the course which he recommends, 
of mixing in with the world, in order to be 
witnesses for the Lord were followed by 
many Christians, it would result in their 
undoing. It would take a very strong Chris- 
tian, solidly grounded in the Word and in 
Christian experience, to carry out the sort 
of life of witness in the world which he 
recommends. 

. . . He is speaking against all Christian 
experience. . . . My wife and I have made 
it a great point to go into medical activi- 
ties, including the social ones, as far as we 
possibly could, as Christians. 

When we have sought to give a quiet 
Christian witness in these situations, we 
have had no reason to believe that this 
witness has borne any fruit. . . . The world 
simply does not want us. I am convinced 
that a Christian who maintains a faithful 
testimony before the world will be ostra- 
cized in practically any social circle in this 
country. 


. but he goes much too 


ArTHUR C. HILL 
Sherbrooke, Quebec, Can. 


MORE S.D.A. 

. .- I challenge you to find some laymen 
of this group who do not believe that one 
must worship on Saturday in order to be 
saved. 

The Seventh-day Adventists in our area 
are legalist, lawkeepers—they believe the 
writings of Ellen G. White and treat them 
as inspired. If your article had been en- 
titled “Trends in Seventh-day Adventism” 
and had you not judged a whole denomi- 
nation by what a few leaders have said, 
then I could go along with you. Your 
article will do much harm for it will cause 
many Christians to let their guard down. 

Jack L. HAMILTON, Pastor 
North Run Baptist Church 
Richmond, Va. 

For many years I was on the road as 
salesman, meeting the clergy and officers of 
many of the various denominations. While 
I cannot agree with some of their teachings, 
for many years, I have felt that they were 
“saved.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 

As for the Sabbath Day, I have met Sab- 
batarians among the Baptists and Presby- 
terians. 

I also have met many deeply spiritual 
people who have strange practices; among 
others: will wear no wedding rings; will 
have no buttons on their garments; etc., 
but they are sincere believers. 

. .. 1 am more and more convinced that 
the most important thing needed among 
the various groups is more love and under- 
standing, and in saying that, I am not 
compromising. 

J. L. VAN AvERY 
Nelliston, N. Y. 
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FOUNDER’S 
WEEK 


February 4-10 








HEAR THESE 
INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN SPEAKERS: 


Dr. James N. Bedford 
Howard E. Butt 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder 
Dr. William Culbertson 
Dr. Charles L. Feinberg 
Dr. Vance Havner 

Rev. Louis L. King 


Dr. John G. Mitchell 
Dr. Wilbur E. Nelson 
Rev. Lawrence E. Pearson 
Dr. Charles F. Pfeiffer 
Rev. Arthur R. Pyke 
Rev. Alan Redpath 
Rev. Wilbur C. Rooke 
Peter Letchford Rev. Richard H. Seume 
Rev. Oscar R. Lowry Rev. John Stott 
Rev. Henry L. Woll 
%& CHALLENGING MESSAGES 
%& INSPIRING MUSIC 

wk SWEET FELLOWSHIP 
Special features +++ Moody Chorale, missionary 
symposium, motion pictures and workshops 


Send for complete program: 


MOODY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 

















© By Robert Hall Glover, M.D. 
“{__- A book every alive Christian should 
SS “read, mark, learn and inwardly di- 
~S= gest.” True ground for rethinking 
Missions. Properly bases the missionary motive and 
message on the Bible where only is found the origin and 
goal of the enterprise. Don’t miss it. 208 pages $2.50. 
Order today—from your store or direct 


BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
emmmme 931 S. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 6, Calif. ——= 








HOW YOU CAN } 
BE BLEST 


God has promised to bless 
those who bless Israel, (Gen. 
12:1, 3). That promise has never 
been revoked. It is for you today. 
Claim it now by sharing with us 
in our ministry of soul-winning 
evangelism and material relief to 
Jews in Israel, Europe, Africa, 
India, Mexico and our own land. 

Jews are more ready to hear our 
Gospel today than at any time in 
their history. Our Board is reach- 
ing out into wider fields of service 
to meet this tremendous 


challenge. 














V Write for a free copy 
of our magazine, 


THE EVERLASTING NATION. 

















Dr. Jacob 

Gartenhaus 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 

Or. Robt. G. Lee, Ph.D., Chairman, Advisory Board 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
BJM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. 
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Hungarian Refugee Fund 


Never before have | written such an urgent and desperate 
plea for help! 

The whole world knows how the brave little land of Hungary 
was invaded by the force of 200,000 Communist soldiers 
and 5,000 tanks. Men, women and children, and even babies 
were massacred; and the total of dead and wounded is said 
to have numbered more than 100,000. 

More than 100,000 refugees have crossed the Iron Curtain 
frontier from Hungary into Austria. These refugees have 
risked their lives struggling through the marshes and woods 
along the frontier. Some even swam across icy rivers in order 
to reach freedom in the West. Many were shot down by Com- 
munist bullets as they tried to make their escape. 

From the very first day that the Hungarian refugees began 
to cross, the missionaries of the European Evangelistic Cru- 
sade have been giving physical and spiritual aid to these 
hungry and homeless people. 

As fast as your gifts come in, the EEC will send aid to the 
Hungarian refugees who stream into Austria daily. Help 
these courageous people now in their hour of desperate need. Refugee children, who have escaped from the Com- 
These are moments of crisis and momentous change and we munist Tyranny behind the Iron Curtain, rejoice in 
cannot wait to help the thousands who are suddenly home- _ "heir new-found liberty. 

less, sick and hungry. THEY NEED YOUR HELP NOW! 


We have received urgent appeals from our missionaries in Austria for Hungarian Bibles, New Testa- 
ments and Gospels. They write that never before have they seen such a hunger for the Word of God. 
Refugees literally tore portions of Scriptures out of their hands. The refugees have told our mission- 
aries that the Bible has been denied to them for the last ten years under Communist oppression. 





The EEC is supplying food, clothing, CARE parcels, Hungarian Bibles and Scripture portions to the 
refugees who need the comfort of God’s Word and the message of God’s Word and the message of 
salvation in this their tragic hour. By the time you read this, | shall personally be on the Hungarian- 
Austrian frontier supervising our relief ministry among the Hungarian Refugees. 


In the name of Christ, as God directs and touches your heart, please send $1.00, $5.00, $10.00 or 
$100.00; but send it today and mark it “Hungarian Refugees.” We need your prayers and we urg- 
ently need your support now! 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian Refugees, 


Dolls G Stewet. Oi ie a Sie er 


Douglas G. Stewart 
Director for North America 


Please address all correspondence and gifts to: 


HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F. R. G. S. ; 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
811 Westview St. 

Philadelphia 19, Penna. 


With a glad and willing heart | enclose $ ..................... to help 
alleviate the physical and spiritual needs of the Hungarian 
Refugees. 
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A LETTER TO OUR READERS 





Have you read the fine print that appears at the bottom of our table of 
contents? If so, do you pray with us on Friday mornings for the ministries of The 
Evangelical Foundation? If you do, then this is a report to you of God's faithful- 
ness over the past year and a very sincere “thank you” for the part you have 
played in what the Lord has accomplished through the ministries of the 
Foundation. 


Early last year we faced the move of the Bible Study Hour to the National 
Broadcasting Company radio network. Our Board of Directors studied the matter 
with the attendant tremendous financial responsibility and unhesitatingly voted 
to expand the work—not because of the balance in the bank (we had as usual 
less than one month’s balance) but because they believed the Lord was pointing 
us in that direction. There were many people yet unreached in the United States 
to profit spiritually from the extension of this ministry. 


Never have we so wonderfully experienced the “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think” of Ephesians 3:20. Each week we hear from listeners 
newly come to the Bible Study Hour, and the mail is overwhelmingly indicative 
that this program is reaching homes where there is a desire to grow in under- 
standing of God’s Word. And financially? As I write, four months are behind us. 
While our tiny reserve fund is lower than ever, our tiny faith has discovered 
afresh what a great God we have; and because our confidence is in Him we 
rejoice in looking back over the greatest year in the seven-year history of the 
Bible Study Hour. 


It seems almost like carrying coals to Newcastle to report to ETERNITY 
readers on the progress of ETERNITY in 1956. From all quarters reports indicate 
that as never before this magazine is widely read. Some men whose time is in 
great demand have volunteered to us that ETERNITY is the only magazine they 
read from cover to cover. And, more people are receiving it than ever before. 
Our paid circulation is at an all-time high, and we can thankfully report that it 
continues to go up. 


A great responsibility falls to a publication in our field when it meets with 
a measure of success. This is the Lord’s doing, and God’s Word tells us that at 
best we are unprofitable servants. With a fresh understanding of the meaning of 
this Scripture, we-ask for your prayers that all who have a hand in the ministry 
of ETERNITY shall realize that we are good servants only as we faithfully seek 
to represent our Lord and become lost ourselves in the glory of His love and 


holiness. 


Our television programs have covered the country and have been shown on 
131 stations. They are being reoffered to other stations this year. If you have not 
seen the programs, ask your local station to investigate the possibility of running 
the series in your area. More than any other phase of our ministry, television has 
reached men and women who were not sure of their relationship to Christ. Many 
of these people admitted that, though church members for years, they had failed 
to come to grips with who was to be Lord of their lives. Others stated that they 
had been antagonistic to the church. There is a real need for the simple gospel 
on television today. : 


Dr. Barnhouse’s conference ministry has touched many thousands during 
the year; we thank each church that has cooperated in continuing this fruitful 
ministry. We were delighted, too, to have Mr. Walter Martin join our staff this 
year. Our readers know him through his writings on cults, and some already have 
heard him at conferences. As you pray, don’t forget the conferences sponsored 
by The Evangelical Foundation. 


These, then, are your prayer dividends. Don’t miss the fine print in the 
future—we need your prayer interest this year. The ministry can grow effectively 
only as it is surrounded in prayer. 





aE 


Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 





Jack Wyrtzen 


Presents 


BEFORE 
THE 


HARVEST 


SPECTACULAR! 

Sudden death stalks two mis- 
sionaries as they brave roaring 
rapids, disease and savagery to con- 
tact wild Indian tribes for * Christ. 
This is high adventure, so spectacu- 
lar even Hollywood took notice! 

ACTUAL SCENES! 


Filmed in the jungles of Brazil 
where no white man had ever set 
foot. See “Dance of the Flying Ar- 
rows” and other paganisms in action. 


AVAILABLE NOW! 
40 MINUTES e 16MM 
SOUND — COLOR 
RENTAL 
$25.00 
write WORD OF LIFE 
Box 511, New York 8, N. Y. 
OF LIFE HOUR 
with 
Jack Wyrizen 


Radio 'coast to coast om S 











* FAMILY NEEDS * 


A missionary in Africa has use for discarded 
reading glasses. Any sent to Box RG, ETER- 
NITY, 1716 Spruce St., Phila. 3, Pa., before 
January 20, will be taken to Africa by re- 
turning missionary. 











YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 


Support your own missionary. A native of 
Africa or India can be supported for $40- 
$150.00 a year. We cooperate only with evan- 
gelical and evangelistic Missions. 

We get you reports of your worker. Write for 
information. 

Missiona jonary Prayer League, Inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 38, N. Y. 
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NOW AND LATER 


Starting out the new year right, 
Eternity this month will be distributed 
to 45,000 people. In addition to well 
over 40,000 paid subscribers (according 
to best estimates), a substantial number 
of magazines will be given to listeners 
to Dr. Barnhouse’s “Bible Study Hour” 
during the four Sundays of January. 
The program is broadcast over the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company’s network 
and other stations. Last July, when 
ETERNITY was offered on the new N.B.C. 
network, more than 5,000 requests were 
received for a single issue. 

* * * 

This is an important issue because 
it contains the first in the series of three 
articles by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones on 
authority. The significant first article 
is entitled “The Authority of Jesus 
Christ.” Even though we are publishing 
45,000 copies of the January issue, we 
believe you will have to send your 
requests early if you want copies of this 
basic article for your friends. Best way 
to do is to send gift subscriptions. 

* * * 

Every year the Editor-in-Chief writes 
a survey of the events of the previous 
year and selects his own “Man of the 
Year.” In view of the turbulent stream 
of events in the closing months of the 
year, it was difficult right up to the final 
moment in the middle of November 
before the January issue’s deadline for 
Dr. Barnhouse to make his choice. 

In selecting a man of the year, Dr. 
Barnhouse does not necessarily pick the 
good man of the year, although this 
sometimes happens, as was the case when 
he picked President Eisenhower and 
John Foster Dulles on two previous 
occasions. Sometimes the world is affect- 
ed most by the activities of evil men, 
or men who certainly cannot be con- 
sidered Christian. 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 


Jan. 6-11, First Presbyterian Church, 
Berkeley, Calif.; Jan. 13-18, First 

an Church, Fresno, Calif.; 
Jan. 20, Old Village Cha Yose- 
mite National Park, Calif.; Jan. 23-25, 
First — Church, Wasco, Calif.; 
Jan. 27-Feb. 1, First Presbyterian 
Church, San Diego, Calif. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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The AUTHORITY 








One of the most basic doctrines of the Christian faith 


is that involving the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ — 


It affects every department of our lives—in the home, 


in the church, in the nation and in the world 


f I understand the modern religious situation at all, this 

whole qucstion of authority is one of the most important 
problems, if not the most important, of all that confront us. 

There is no doubt that things are as they are in the Chris- 
tian Church throughout the world today because we have 
lost our authority. We are confronted by the fact that the 
masses of the people are outside the Church. They are there, 
I suggest, because the Church has somehow or other lost 
its authority. And I believe that this is true of all sections 
of the Church, including the evangelical section, which—as 
I shall try to show later—in common with others has been 
trying to produce a spurious, artificial authority. 

This great search for authority characterizes many of the 
activities at this time in all sections of the Church. We have 
lost our authority, and, as a result, the people have ceased 
to listen and pay attention. 

Another reason for considering this subject is that various 
contemporary movements that are fairly successful owe their 
success, I think, to their claim to authority. Without doubt 
the whole secret of the success and the power of the Roman 





This is the first of a series of three messages delivered at the recent 
triennial of the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students which 
was convened last September in the Muskoka District of Ontario. A 
gathering of delegates of evangelical student movements from twenty 
countries heard these addresses. Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones is one of Great 
Britain’s most influential preachers and as pastor of London’s West- 
minster Chapel not far from Buckingham Palace is a worthy successor 
to the pulpit mate famous by the late Dr. G. Campbell-Morgan. Dr. 
Lloyd-Jones is a Welsh physician turned Biblé expositor. He is president 
of IFES and is a frequent speaker at British Inter-Varsity Fellowship 
gatherings. The other articles will appear in subsequent issues of 
ETERNITY. 


Do not accept Christianity with your mind and reject it with your heart. 


Catholic Church lies in this fact, that she claims to have 
authority, and people are ready to believe that she has it. 
Not merely the poor illiterate people, but even intellectuals, 
sophisticated people who have struggled with the whole 
problem of life and of living and have failed to find satis- 
faction, are ready in the end to capitulate and to say, “Here 
is a great Church that claims authority. This Church has 
been going throughout the centuries. I don’t understand 
all she says, some things seem difficult, but after all she speaks 
with the authority of the centuries. There is this great 
tradition. Who am I to stand against it?” And so they 
capitulate and are prepared to believe and to swallow all 
that is proclaimed by that Church. 

At the opposite extreme, I believe that the success of 
Pentecostalism, speaking generally, is to be attributed to 
the same cause. For within that movement there seems to 
be a note of certainty and assurance—of authority. This is 
also true of many cults whose success is to be attributed in 
the same way to their claim to authority. 

Further, this whole question of the nature of authority is 
being raised, I think, acutely at the present time, by move- 
ments such as the World Student Christian Federation and 
the World Council of Churches. 

The question is being asked, “Is there any final authority? 
Is there any objective source for this authority?” Another 
question is similar, “Can truth be known? Can truth be 
defined? Can it be stated in a number of propositions?” 

Now it seems to me that behind these questions lies the 
suggestion that truth is so great and so marvelous that you 
cannot define it, and that therefore you cannot say that this 
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By Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 


is right and that is wrong. Therefore, the result is that you 
lose in a sense any objective authority. 

A certain author, writing about a year ago, made a state- 
ment like this: “The real issue today is between truth and 
fundamentalism.” Observe the way he put it. Fundamental- 
ism, according to that writer, is not truth because it claims 
that truth can be reduced to a number of propositions. An- 
other learned man belonging to this school of thought wrote 
a book in which he tried to deal with the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith and the whole source of our position. 
And in the end, dismissing all suggestions that you can state 
and define truth in creeds and in confessions of faith, he 
said that the situation is something like this. A man has 
been told that if he only climbs to the top of a certain 
mountain he will obtain a magnificent view. There stretch- 
ing before him will be a wonderful and marvelous panorama. 
Very well, the man is anxious to see this. So he begins to 
climb. He goes on and on. The sun is shining down upon 
him. He goes on in this blazing sunshine, and in spite of it. 
Eventually the ascent becomes so steep that he has to get 
down on his hands and knees and as he scales certain crags 
he holds on to little tufts of grass. But it’s worth it! On he 
struggles with hands and knees bleeding, but the quest keeps 
him going. And at last, he arrives at the summit, and there, 
behold, is the grand panorama. What does he do about it? 
Does he try now to reduce that view to propositions and to 
state it in theorems, as it were? Impossible! The thing is 
too grand and too magnificent. He just stands with his eyes 
and mouth wide open, lost in a kind of wonder and amaze- 
ment. He cannot go down again and write out all he has 
seen and felt, and define it. That is impossible. As you 
cannot analyze the aroma of a rose, so you cannot reduce 
this great and glorious Truth to a number of statements and 
propositions. 

In other words it is something that can only be exper- 
ienced, something you can feel. You might dance to it. You 
might sing to it. But you cannot state it in propositions. 
You cannot define it. You cannot reduce it to the form of 
a creed. 

Now I suggest that as evangelicals that is the major posi- 
tion we have to meet at this present time. There was a time 
when we were confronted by absolute denials. The position 
today is not that, but is, instead, that the Truth is so 
marvelous that you cannot define it. So one man may say 
this and another may say that and they both are probably 
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Every God-given moment is ours to invest for Him. 


right. Everybody is right. There are many ways of getting 
to this summit. We must therefore say that all are welcome, 
and we must not say that a man has not the truth because 
he has not come our way. 

Such a position claims that these are matters, because of 
the very nature of truth itself, which cannot be defined; 
and that therefore we cannot speak of right and of wrong. 

Another reason that I would adduce for a study of the 
problem of authority in our day is connected with revival. 
Any study of Church history throughout the centuries, and 
any study particularly of the great periods of revival or 
reawakening, demonstrates above everything else just this 
one fact: that the Church during all such periods has spoken 
with authority. The great characteristic of all revivals has 
been the authority of the preacher. There seemed to be 
something new, something extra, something irresistible. 

But the final reason, I suggest to you, is that this subject 
of authority is indeed the great theme of the Bible itself. 
The Bible presents itself to us as an authoritative book. 

Now let me put it in this way. Man is a dissatisfied and 
an unhappy creature. He is in a world which he does not 
understand, a world so vast that it baffles him. He has his 
problems, personal problems and larger social problems. The 
whole world is in a state of confusion and turmoil. More- 
over, man has within him a sense of God, whether he tries 
to deny it or argue it away or not. He has a feeling that 
things are not as they ought to be, that he himself is meant 
for something bigger. He has a feeling that there is some- 
thing else, Someone else. Man’s whole trouble throughout 
the centuries has been that he has been trying to arrive at 
knowledge of ultimate truth, of final reality. He has a feeling 
that there is a solution. 

So man has been asking questions: “If there is a God, can 
He be known? If there is ultimate truth, and there must be, 
how can I arrive at it?” He has been trying to find it in 
various ways. Some say that it is something instinctive, that 
the way for man to find God and to find truth is to turn in 
upon himself. This is the teaching of the Inner Light, if 
you like, or the way of the mystics. Do not reason, do not 
try to understand, they say. The ground of God, as it were, 
is within yourselves, so sink into yourself and you will find 
God. Now this takes many popular modern forms which we 
need not mention. But they are all seeking this certainty, 
seeking God. 

(Continued on page 44) 














THE TRAGIC YEAR 


T*: year that now comes to a close is one of the most 

tragic in recent history. It is as if a new gear had been 
discovered which put events into a slightly higher speed. 
The whirling advance of the days came as the gray cone 
of a distant tornado. Violent winds whipped across the 
political world, leaving wreckage in their wake and en- 
dangering the structure of peace by weakening its founda- 
tions. 

In these annual surveys we have always begun at Jerusa- 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Two new peace-breakers tampered with world affairs 
this year. To many, Eden, Khrushchev, Bulganin, and 
Mollet seemed four of a kind, and a surprised U. S. 


found herself with a strange bedfellow. 


8 There is no knowledge unless you know the Lord. 


lem and gone to the uttermost parts of the earth. For the 
past few years we have been able to write the first para- 
graphs as variations on a continuing theme—there was un- 
rest in Palestine and an uneasy truce between nations that 
were still technically at war. This year it was quite different; 
the war was a reality. 

From our point of view, the man responsible for this hot 
war in the Near East is Sir Anthony Eden. He allowed na- 
tional interest to dictate international diplomacy and dealt 
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the United Nations and the Western alliance a severe blow. 
Unlike the Americans in Korea, acting on behalf of the 
U.N., Eden, unable to win other nations to his course, used 
early-twentieth-century methods, concealed his intentions 
from.all but France and Israel, and plunged into unilateral 
action that can only be called war. 

The evidence is certain. Ben Gurion cannot be blamed 
too much for his part in the war with Egypt. It must be 
remembered that the Arab nations made war on Israel 
several years ago, and they have steadfastly refused to sign 
any treaty of peace. Nasser advertised to the world that he 
was building up his armaments, and there was only one 
nation against whom they might be used: Israel asked for 
peace again and again, and when Ben Gurion received the 
nod from France and England to proceed with their back- 
ing he took advantage of his opportunity. He is an idealist 
who spends long hours reading the Scriptures of the Old 
Testament and seeking guidance for present governmental 
policies from old prophecies. He does not realize that 
without Christ the Old Testament can be very misleading. 

France hates Egypt because she is desperate in North 
Africa and feels that Egypt has been the main support of 
the uprisings in Morocco and Algeria, which is probably 
true. Within a few days of Nasser’s seizure of the Suez 
canal, Mollet began the intrigue that led to Eden’s war. 
It must be called thus because while France has slipped 
to the ranks of a third-rate nation Britain can still claim 
to be a second-rate power. Where might makes right, the 
stronger is the responsible one. Britain could have said no. 
Eden backed France in her plans. The Jewish terrorist 
Beigin, was brought to Paris and invited to address the 
Chamber of Deputies, an act as extraordinary as though the 
United States should invite Socialist Nye Bevan to speak 
to our Congress. French troops were flown to Cyprus. 
thirty French fighting planes were secretly given to Israel. 
and all matériel was painted desert gray. 

The outline of the dirty deal could be plainly seen. Israel 


was to attack Egypt, and as their forces approached Suez, 
England and France would land “to protect the canal from 
the Israelis.” The depths of the lie can be seen in the fact 
that when the Anglo-French forces did reach Egypt they 
attacked, not the Israelis, but the Egyptians. 

Though the military might of Britain and France had 
been built with American money, the United States was 
not advised. Israel’s attack was known to Eden, and though 
he conferred with American diplomats he kept the news 
from them. When the Israeli attack was launched, the 
United States was planning to make a statement of diplo- 
matic condemnation—Foreign Secretary Selwyn Lloyd beg- 
ged the American Ambassador to omit any reference to 
aggression. The rapists were at work, but they were asking 
their friends to call it by sweeter names. When the Anglo- 
French ultimatum was issued, no word was given to the 
United States. President Eisenhower learned of it from 
a news report while traveling in Florida. Even Canada did 
not know. The ultimatum ordered Egypt, the victim, to 
withdraw one hundred miles from its own frontiers and 
accept occupation of the Suez Canal Zone. This was stated 
to be on the ground that the canal must be protected from 
the Israelis. Then the attack was made on the Egyptians. 

Behind the scenes Eisenhower acted with great leader- 
ship. The committee of the American oil industry, meet- 
ing in Washington, were about to put plans into operation 
to furnish extra oil to Britain and France. Eisenhower 
forbade it. Britain and France had broken moral law; they 
would have to suffer for it. Speedily the moral leadership 
of the United States soared in the eyes of the world. There 
was no unilateral action, but there was constant pressure 
within the framework of the United Nations that brought 
swift action against Britain, France, and Israel. Some state 
that Britain and France had to act as they did because their 
entire life depends upon the flow of oil to their countries. 
But the names of the nations can be changed, and the 
(Continued on page 41) 
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if you do not follow Him. 9 














THE GOAL: THE ROAD 


We must live our lives one day at a 
time—if necessary, a minute at a time. 
Rarely does the Lord reveal His will 
for any of His children for more than a 
short time ahead. A ten-year-old girl 
was heard to pray, “Lord, which do you 
want me to be—a nurse or a missionary? 
Make up your mind!” A better attitude 
is: “Lord, I want to.do Your will what- 
ever it may be, and I'll trust You each 
step of the way.” 

For the ten-year-old, the Lord’s will 
is that her spirit be maintained by read- 
ing and obeying the Word of God; her 
body kept strong by plenty of food and 
exercise; and her mind developed by sin- 
cere commitment to the tasks laid down 
by her teachers. 

Perhaps the Lord will give a sense of 
direction toward a goal. I know that I 
had such a sense even in childhood. | 
was to-.preach the gospel and arouse in- 
terest in the missionary cause. | never 
swerved from that direction marker, 
though it was necessary to concentrate 
on other things in order to prepare for 
whatever the Lord had in store. I had 
no idea that I would take the various 
turnings that life has brought. Similarly, 
other young people have looked forward 
to definite goals. One young man said, 
when he was no more than eight, that 
he was going to be a medical missionary. 
The intermediate steps have been taken 
one by one—college entrance require- 
ments, college graduation, medical school 
entrance, medical school graduation, 
medical boards, internship, surgical resi- 
dence. There are other young people— 
just as dedicated—whose ultimate goal is 
hidden. The Lord has made up His 
mind, but He hasn’t revealed it all to 
the individual. However, He reveals 
Himself moment by moment. That’s the 
most important thing in life. 

The goal is the end of this life and the 
beginning of eternity. Paul told of liv- 
ing it a moment at a time, “This one 
thing I do—forgetting those things which 
are behind, and stretching forth to those 
things that are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize (Phil. 3:13). Paul 
knew what goal was ahead, but he was 
concentrating on the road. 


10 When Jesus comes into your heart you begin to see with your heart. 





Only at the end of his life did God 
let him know that he had achieved. I 
have often imagined what it meant to 
Paul when the. Holy Spirit revealed to 
him that he had won the prize: he is an 
old man, coming down the-home stretch. 
He is dictating a letter to Timothy, the 
truth of God passing through his mind 
in divine sentence after sentence. Sud- 
denly he says, “The time of my departure 
is at hand” (II Tim. 4:6). And God 
makes him dictate phrases of self-praise 
for the comfort of his own heart .and for 
our learning. The fight has been good, 
the course is finished, the faith is kept. 
There is nothing ahead (after that little 
moment of being killed!) except the 
crown of righteousness. The road. has 
been good; the goal is now reached. 


FLIGHT FROM RESPONSIBILITY 


In the gray dawn of an April day in 
1945, in the concentration camp. at 
Flossenberg, the young German pastor 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed. The 
war was about to end, and the allies 
were drawing near. Heinrich Himmler 
personally hated Bonhoeffer and gave the 
order for his death. It was a blow de- 
livered in snarling hatred against the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who smilingly took 
the young pastor into glory, delivering 
him forever from the clutches of those 
who hate believers because they truly 
represent Christ. 

Bonhoeffer could have been free. 
When the Nazis began to rise, he spoke 
out fearlessly against their practices. 
Over the Berlin radio in February, 1933, 
he flayed the German public for hank- 
ering after a “leader” who would in- 
evitably become a “misleader” so long as 
he was so clearly willing to become the 
idol of the led. The broadcast was cut 
oft before he finished. He fled to L.on- 
don and served as pastor of German 
churches there, but as the conflict grew 
more desperate, he realized that he could 
not shirk his responsibility and returned 
to Germany after two years’ absence. 

These facts I take from the introduc- 
tien to Bonhoeffer’s slender volume, Life 
Together, which describes the fellowship 
of a group of Christians living in com- 
mon during the days of the mounting 





Hitler terror. More and more this lover 
of peace cast his lot in with the men of 
strength who were resisting Hitler. The 
path he chose was one that led to the 
concentration camp and the firing squad. 

It was, as his friend Bethge said, “Not 
that he believed that everybody must act 
as he did, but from where he was stand- 
ing, he could see no possibility of re- 
treat into any sinless, righteous, pious 
refuge. The sin of respectable people re- 
veals itself in flight from responsibility. 
He saw that sin falling upon him and 
he took his’ stand.” 

That is a stand that many Christian 
people should take in this country. We 
do not face a dictatorship, but we face 
many other forces that can sap the bases 
of liberty and destroy freedom. 

There are pastors who take flight from 
responsibility by failing to preach against 
the sins of their congregations. In the 
finest suburbs of our great cities are 
scores of people who bring hangovers 
to church on Sunday morning. They are 
rich and socially prominent, so the re- 
spectable pastor flees from responsibility 
and lets them drift, unwarned. 

Pastors should spend more time on the 
Word of God and feed the flock with the 
true food of the Word. Ultimately we 
get the type of ministry we deserve. How 
many church members help stifle their 
pastor by refusing to assume responsibili- 
ties and thus lift tremendous burdens 
from. his shoulders and allow him time 
for the important things! 

In fundamental circles many leaders 
vught to take their stand against the 
spiritual tragedy of division in the body 
of Christ. It is much. easier to flee to a 


separatist position and hold up pious, 


hands against those who differ from them 
in minor details than it is to open one’s 
arms and receive all the members of the 
body of Christ. 

I would suggest’ that everyone who 
reads these words ask the Lord to bring 
him near soméone in an entirely differ- 
ent denomination, camp, school of. the- 
ology, church council, etc., and deliber- 
ately seek to find out what each has in 
common with the other. For the greatest 


religious scandal of the twentieth cen- .. 


tury is the division within the body of 
Christ..Anyone who takes refuge in the 
busy occupations of his own little circle 
is fleeing from responsibility. This is in- 
deed the sin of respectable people. 


THE MONEY THAT ATE ITSELF 


That was the black-type lead line in. ° 


an advertisement in Time. I glanced at 


it and saw that it was an ad for a brant, 


of whiskey. The story: “Each month a. 


tenant farmer in our home county had‘: 


faithfully deposited his dues in an in- 
surance burial society. Before moving to 
another farm four counties away, he 
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asked that his money be applied to a 
‘cemetery closer home. ‘Nuthin’ to apply!’ 
the treasurer told him. “The interest 
done et it all up!’” 

The ad writer tried to apply this to 
che process of aging whiskey—the longer 
it ages in the barrel, the less of it reaches 
the bottle, etc. But I couldn’t help 
thinking of the thousands of men who 
take their pay to bars and eat it all up 
so that their homes are wrecked and 
their children suffer and their marriages 
are broken. 

The other night I walked up Eighth 
Avenue in New York. A man was lying 
on the sidewalk outside a bar. A dozen 
people were looking at him. I started 
to walk by, and after a dozen steps I 
remembered the priest and the Levite 
who had passed by the fallen man on 
the Jericho road. I returned to the man 
and started to help him up. Someone 
came to the door of the bar, and I said, 
“Your sign has fallen down.” There was 
dead silence, and I said to the dozen 
people who soon became twenty. “There 
are men in New York tonight who are 
living high on the dividends they got 
from their liquor stocks and bonds. God 
some day is going to send them to hell.” 

At this point the observer in the door 
of the bar turned sharply and spoke 
to someone inside, “Call the police, 
quickly!” 

I said, “Yes, the police will come, and 
they will take what you have left of him 
and will lock him up for ten days, and 
you will go on debauching others. But 
be sure that God is going to send you 
to hell for it.” Then I spoke to the man 
in the doorway, “Did you know that 
there is a verse in the Bible that says 
that God is going to vomit on you some 
day?” He turned and went inside. The 
verse is there, however, and the Hebrew 
is stronger than the English (Hab. 2:16). 

I tried to speak a few words of the 
gospel to the man, but he was sodden 
beyond any possibility of understand- 
in 

The police car came, and he was 
carried off. 

Revise the advertisement: “the money 
that ate itself’ should be “the man who 
drank himself.” For, glass by glass he put 
into his mouth that which stole his 
brain, his manhood, his life—and pos- 
sibly his soul! 


PLEASANT CURSE? 


Luther was a zestful man and at the 
table often spoke words that he would 
have revised carefully before putting into 
writing. Friends and acquaintances re- 
corded many of these utterances, some 
of which have been greatly misunder- 
stood. One day he flung out a sentence 
that seems absurd on the surface but 
which will stand close examination. 
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“The curse of a godless man,” he said, 
“can sound more pleasant in God’s ears 
than the hallelujah of the pious.” On the 
surface the remark seems blasphemous; 
illustrate it and it becomes “plausible, 
possible, and certain. 

Take a man who has a form of god- 
liness but who denies the power thereof 
(II Tim. 3:5). Such a man may utter a 
pietistic hallelujah that is a raucous 
screech in the ears of God. Remember 
Christ’s words, .“‘Beware of the scribes, 
which desire to walk in long robes, and 
love greetings in the markets, and the 
highest seats in the synagogues, and the 
chief places at feasts; which devour 
widows’ houses, and for a show make 
long prayers: the same shall receive 
greater damnation” (Luke 20:46, 47). 
We can be certain that hallelujah from 
the lips of these “pious” ones is hate- 
ful to God. 

But what about the curse of the god- 
less man? Luther meant, of course, that 
God hates the sanctimonious hallelujah 
more than He hates the godless ‘curse. 
It is not that the curse is acceptable, but 
that the heart that expresses it is not as 
far from God as the heart that is corrod- 
ed by pious hypocrisy or hypocritical 
piety. 

When religion is a cloak, it is an in- 
fected rag, a filthy clout encrusted by 


the suppuration of the wound. it ban-- 


dages. God accepts a hallelujah.:from 


none but redeemed lips. Foran unre- . 


generate man to praise Him while deny- 
ing His Son is an offense to His holiness. 
This truth must be examined closely, 


for its implications are tremendous. It - 


means that God does not accept - the 
“grace before meals” heard on radio.and 
television where people say, “Thank 
God, Amen.” Omission of the name_of 
the Lord Jesus is an attempt to come 
into'God’s presence without acknowledg- 
ing their need of redemption. Thus also 
is the lodge prayer that omits the name 
of Jesus Christ and attempts to approach 
God with thanksgiving apart from re- 
demption through the cross. These re- 
ligious hallelujahs are not, acceptable. 
Christ has stated the indispensable con- 
dition:—“No man cometh..unto. the 
Father but by me (John 14:6). 

Luther’s language was.a little extra- 
vagant, in that it might make the un- 
wary think that the curse would be 
pleasant to God. He would have put: it 
better if he had said, “The curse of a 
godless man can be less offensive to the 
ears of God than the hallelujah of the 
merely religious.” 


__SHEEPSHEDS 


A young minister, commenting on ‘the. 


competition ‘between churches for the 
erection of larger and more ornate 
church buildings said to me, “Sometimes 
I think that the people who run our 


Do you live in peace or in pieces? 


churches are more interested in sheep- 
sheds than they are in the sheep.” 

That is a grave charge, which needs 
to be weighed carefully by every p 
every church officer, and every member 
of every congregation. There is no use 
crying over what has been done. To say 
that IF only half the money had been 
spent on buildings, making commod- 
ious though not as luxurious accommo- 
dations, then the other half could have 
been used in foreign missions, is useless 
afterthought at this late moment. But 
these things should cause us to think. 

About the same time that the young 
minister expressed his sad appraisal of 
the situation, I read a little pamphlet 
used in many Southern Baptist churches 
fér mission study classes. J. B. Lawrence, 
writing in “Missions in the Bible,” says, 
“When our churches take Christ seriously 
they will become missionary churches. 
The missionary purpose will immediately 
become dominant in every department 
of church activity and life. Missions will 
become the master passion, the keynote 
of the ministrations from the pulpit, the 
basis of education .in all the training 
work, the supreme appéal in every finan- 
cial program, and the animating soul 
and life of the whole church organiza- 
tion. No church can take Jesus Christ 
seriously without beconning pamionsedly 
missionary. 


“The Church must become widely 
enthusiastic about Christ. If the churches 
of Christ would operate ‘at maximum 
capacity they must put Him and His 
Word’ and His cause first and above 
everything else. The members of dur 
churches must not be widely enthusias- 


‘tic about themselves or their buildings 


or their programs or their organizations 
or their ‘services, but about Him. Sel- 
fish considerations, elaborate programs, 
made 0.:*, too often, to satisfy earth-born 
aims and unholy ambitions that mount 
on worldly desires, will find no place’in 
the life of the church that takes Christ 
seriously. That church will be dedicated 
to Clirist, its corporate selfishness will be 
crucified, and Christ will be enthroned 
at the heart and center of its life. 

“Christ's words, ‘He that saveth’ his 
life shall lose it,’ and ‘he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it’ (Matt. 
16:25, 26), are applicable ‘to churches as 
well as to individuals. The church. that 
would serve in the largest way must 
come to its, Calvary; it must give itself 
to Christ in sacrificial service for the 
world’s evangelization.” 


These wonderful words should be con- 
sidered seriously by all. believers.. May 
we say that any church which spends 
much more.on itself than..it does on 
benevolences needs to restudy its budget 
and its whole outlook? If we truly follow 
the Lord, our main interest will be sheep, 
not sheepsheds. 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 


By Walter R. Martin 


ADVENTIST THEOLOGY 


VS. 


HISTORIC ORTHODOXY 


Are there serious differences concerning cardinal 


doctrines of Christianity? 


In the first two articles of this series on Seventh-day Ad- 

ventism, we were concerned chiefly with the history and 
some of the theological doctrines of the Adventist de- 
nomination. We saw how Seventh-day Adventism developed 
from the Second Advent (Millerite) Movement following 
the Great Disappointment of 1844, and that the early Ad- 
ventists came from varying religious backgrounds, some 
orthodox and some heterodox—that is, out of harmony with 
generally accepted doctrinal teaching in particular areas. 
Thus, it was some years before certain segments within 
the main body resolved their differences and consolidated 
their beliefs in a doctrinal platform acceptable to the 
majority. 

We are concerned in this article with some of the differ- 
ences between Seventh-day Adventist theology and the 
theology of “historic orthodoxy.” We have two questions: 
(1) Are there major difterences regarding the cardinal doc- 
trines of the Christian faith, between Seventh-day Adventist 
theology and evangelical orthodoxy? (2) Are the other 
differences that exist an insuperable barrier to fellowship 
between Seventh-day Adventists and evangelicals? 

Extensive study reveals seven areas of disagreement. We 

shall note these seven areas, discuss them, and attempt to 
reach a conclusion based upon all available evidence, by- 
passing the morass of prejudice accumulating for almost 
one hundred years. 
(1) Conditional Immortality, “Soul Sleep” and Annihilation. 
—The doctrine of “soul sleep” (unconsciousness in death) 
and the final extinction of ali the wicked, is a cardinal tenet 
in the theological superstructure of the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist Church. This presents what is probably regarded as 
the greatest bar to fellowship between Adventists and their 
fellow Christians. 

The doctrine of the “sleep of the soul”—though the term 
is seldom used by informed Adventists—involves the prop- 


This article concludes the series on Seventh-day Adventism by the 
Rev. Mr. Martin. 


12 Do something today that only a Christian would do. 


osition that at the death of the body the spirit, or principle 
of life in man, returns to God who gave it, and man as a 
‘living soul” (Gen. 2:7) lapses into a state of unconscious- 
ness, oblivious of passing time, pending the resurrection of 
the physical body. The Adventists base this doctrine upon 
various texts in the Bible where the word “sleep,” in their 
thinking, is used as a synonym for “death.” 

For example, “them that sleep in the dust of the earth,” 
“David is not ascended unto the heavens,” “David slept with 
his fathers,” “the dead know not anything,” “in death there 
is no remembrance of thee,” “Lazarus is not dead, but 
sleepeth,” “they which are fallen asleep,” etc., Seventh-day 
Adventists take to mean that man is in a temporary state 
of unconsciousness awaiting the resurrection, or call to life. 
They point out that the Bible never refers to “immortal 
souls,” that it is God “who only hath immortality” (I Tim. 
6:15, 16), and that immortality is declared to be a “gift,” 
received from Christ at the resurrection and is applicable 
only to resurrected bodies. 

Some thirty-five pages in my forthcoming book, The 
Truth About Seventh-day Adventism, is alloted to a fuller 
study of this problem, and its solution and refutation. So 
at this time it will be unnecessary to go into detail. However, 
the Scriptures teach that to be “absent from the body is to 
be present [or “at home”—Greek] with the Lord” (II Cor. 
5:8), and I for one do not see how any careful student of 
Greek today can read the first chapter of Paul’s epistle to 
the Philippians, especially verses 21 to 23, and not come to 
understand that the apostle clearly meant with his choice 
of words that it was far better for him “to depart and be 
with Christ” than to remain. there in the flesh, although it 
was needful for the Philippian Christians. 

In that.context the inspired apostle indisputably main- 
tained that “to live is Christ and to die is gain.” If man, as 
an entity, be unconscious until the resurrection, it cer- 
tainly is not gain. Again, in II Corinthians 5:8 and that 
context where, although Paul states he would not desire to 
be “naked,” that is “unclothed,” until the resurrection, 
nevertheless, he definitely teaches that the soul will be con- 
scious in the presence of the Lord until the resurrection, 
and that at the resurrection the soul will be clothed with an 
immortal body (I Cor. 15), the very image of the resurrec- 
tion body of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible nowhere 
teaches what is commonly termed “soul sleep,” nor is the 
term ever mentioned in Scripture, and we believe the Ad- 
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ventusts at this point are standing on weak ground exe- 
getically. 

However, it is only fair to mention that such noted 
scholars as William Tyndale, whose translation of the Bible 
was largely the basis for our King James translation; Martin 
Luther, great leader of the Protestant Reformation; and 
prior to them, John Wycliffe, himself a famous translator, all 
held to the doctrine of the sleep of the soul—as well as 
many other illustrious Christians through the centuries. 
This, of course does not make the doctrine true. But, one 
should see that if we refuse to fellowship with Seventh-day 
Adventists on the basis of the doctrine of the unconscious 
sleep of the dead then we likewise will have to refuse fellow- 
ship with Tyndale, Luther, Wycliffe, and a host of other 
Christians who held essentially that same view. 

As far as this writer is concerned, although he is in defi- 
nite disagreement with the doctrine, it does not constitute 
a bar to our having fellowship with them, since the basis of 
fellowship is Jesus Christ crucified, risen, and coming again 
—‘God manifest in the flesh”—and not the nature of man or 
the intermediate state of the soul pending the resurrection. 

The doctrine of the annihilation of the wicked is felt by 
many to be a purely rationalistic development in Christian 
theology. It assumes that in order for the universe to be 
“clean” all evil will have to be annihilated that good may 
eventually triumph. The fallacy in this thought, as I see it. 
is that God is not circumscribed by human concepts and 
methods of purging His creation. Further, what may appear 
perfectly logical to us, where a “clean universe” is con- 
cerned, may be just the opposite in the divine mind. As I see 
it, the Bible uses no terms which could be translated 
“annihilate” or “reduced to nothingness.” To argue, 
therefore, for the annihilation of the wicked is to argue 
contrary to the usage of the terms employed in the Bible 
to describe God’s final disposition of evil. Orthodox Chris- 
tianity has commonly held since the early centuries of the 
Christian era that God intends to punish unto the ever- 
lasting ages of eternity those who commit the infinite trans- 
gression of rejecting Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made 
flesh (Matt. 25:46; John 3:36; etc.). Seventh-day Adventists 
and their theological ancestors, historic Christianity con- 
tends, have brought forth no valid scriptural evidence to 
the contrary, but only a rationalistic approach to what is 
admittedly a difficult-but not insoluble problem. 

In essence, then, when the Lord Jesus Christ said in 
Matthew 25:46, “These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment,” He meant precisely what He said, and to 
argue that in this text and others like it “everlasting punish- 
ment” means annihilation is contrary to the usage of the 
terms themselves. Insofar as historic orthodoxy is concerned, 
the teaching of the extinction or annihilation of the wicked 
is at best a speculative position, unsupported by systematic 
theology, good exegesis, and the application of the sound 
principles of hermeneutics. 

(2) The Doctrine of the Sanctuary and the Investigative 
Judgment.—The Seventh-day Adventist doctrine of the 
heavenly sanctuary (discussed in my second article) holds 
that Christ is now in the heavenly sanctuary judging who 
are to be accounted worthy to reign with Him; and that 
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when this work is completed Christ will return to earth, 
bringing His rewards with Him. Thus, say the Adventists, 
Christ is ministering the benefits of the atonement which 
He completed on the cross. As our great high priest (Heb. 
4:14, 15) Christ is interceding for us, constantly forgiving 
and cleansing us from all sin (I John 1:7,9). The “in- 
vestigative judgment” itself is a term and a doctrine peculiar 
to Seventh-day Adventism, and is based on an Arminian 
interpretation of the position of the believer as opposed to 
the Calvinistic doctrine of the eternal security of the be- 
liever. According to their interpretation of salvation the 
Adventists hold that they may lose the benefit of redemption 
through sin (Arminianism), and the investigative judgment 
is no more than a modified device of Arminianism, albeit 
unique. 

The doctrine of the heavenly sanctuary and the investiga- 
tive judgment, which they base upon Hebrews 8 and 9, con- 
stitutes no real barrier to fellowship when it is understood 
in its symbolic meaning and not in the materialistic, and 
extreme literalistic sense in which some of the early Ad- 
ventist writers set it forth. The Adventists themselves recog- 
nize that none of us can know of what these “heavenly 
things” (Heb. 9:24) are composed. God is here talking to 
men in language adapted to their understanding. The. 
earthly sanctuary, and its services, was but the “shadow of 
heavenly things” (Heb. 8:5). 

Contemporary Seventh-day Adventist theology accepts the 
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He said to himself as he slowed down to the 

wrote the Book; | didn’t. | am going to obey, even if it costs my 
appointment.” He thought he would have to wait half an hour, but 
to his utter amazement the ferry had been delayed ten minutes, 
and he made it. He had never . He thanked 
the Lord who wrote the Book, lea: 
in His hand; and he thanked the 
to obey. 


if you think you are humble enough, then you are not humble at all. 13 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


India Christians Eliminating Foreign Influence; Want Self-Government 


Texas Baptists Score Violence; Will Support Integration 


South: America Only Ten Per Cent Catholic, says Catholic Editor 


one CHRISTIANS REORGANIZE ~. .->* 348 

* A “reorganization of the Nutional 
Christian Council of India’is proceeding 
to eliminate foreign influence. -Hence- 
forward the Indiam-Council will be gov- 
ernéd entirely by nationals, only church- 
es and regional Christian councils in 
India having full membership. At: pres- 
ent the Council members also include 
foreign mission- societies working in In- 
dia, but under thé amended constitution 
these’ will be limited to-dssociate“mem- 
bership.-- ‘Thies Gouncil has’ further ‘de- 


cided that’ any funds cofitributed -by- 


Church: bédiés- abroad: té-its: admimistra- 


‘tive’ Budget must be charmeled through** 


telated ‘memiber chiirches in India, such 
. countriés inthis way: “Areas where the 


foreign help: to ‘be réduced gradually. 
Most. * interéstitigly, -*-the - 


saying thiat’during the last three* years 
some of the’ programs carried out by the 
Council did not’.answer .any .need-in 
India but rather were'the result of direc- 
tion from church groups abroad. There- 
fore, the Council has decided to aban- 
don certain departments as unnecessary. 
In addition the general fund budget 
for 1959-62 is to be framed so that in- 
come from foreign sources shall-not ex- 
ceed four times the income from India. 
Certainly these are steps in the direc- 
tion of New Testament practices. 


ONLY TEN PER CENT CATHOLIC 

A remarkable article by a Roman 
Catholic authority on Latin America has 
been published in The Sign, written by 
Albert J. Nevins, Associate Editor of 
Maryknoll magazine. This authority 
states that “out of a total population of 
over 157 million, more than 136 million 
people of Latin-America <tlaim™to be 
Catholics, ‘but™ évéii by the midst gener- 
ous estimates only about 10 per tent can 
be called practicing Catholics. The sad 
fact is that. Catholicism. in Latin-Amer- 
ica is. nothing morethap a tradition for 
the vast .majority..of:people there. . . 
There is a‘ gulf: separating .the priests 
and the people. .. . The pieture is not 
a bright one except for a few isolated 
spots. At the best the Church is~4just 
about holding on. Facts do not warrant 
calling Latin-America a Catholic con- 
tinent. By tradition it is Catholic, but 
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reorganized — 
Council criticized itself and its‘program, 


‘in actual practice the Latin-American 
*\ people as -a whole live in -neglect .of 
‘their faith.” 


Editor Nevins further stated that he 
had been told’by many priests that ‘Latin- 
America wa a mission. continent. Even 
in Colombia ‘where there is a dictator- 
ship that is completely dominated by 
Jesuit priests, no more than 15 percent 
of the people attend mass each Sunday. 


“Protestantism is completely. .barred in 


Colombia; but in the rest of Latin-Amer- 
ica there «are - fast-growing movements 
that have brought hundreds of thousands 


‘of believers into Protestant. churches 
‘within the past five years. The author of 


this ‘article ‘classified the Latin-America 


‘Church is strong and has vitality: Mex- 


; CostaRica, Colombia and. Argen- , 
tins. Avé#s-where the Church is dying: 


Bolivia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Brazil, Pan- 
ama, Dominican Republic, Honduras 
and Haiti. Areas where the Church is 
standing still: Guatamala, Nicaragua, 
Salvador, Cuba, Chile, Venezuela, Peru 
and Uruguay.” 

The situation has degenerated to such 
a point that the Roman Church is mak- 
ing every effort to halt the disintegra- 
tion. Early November saw a meeting 
in Bogota, Colombia, at which two card- 
inals and sixteen bishops from fifteen 
countries gathered for the first Congress 
of the Latin-American Episcopal Coun- 
cil. 


TEXANS SUPPORT INTEGRATION 


The Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, meeting recently’ in -Corpus 
Christi, voted one of the strongest reso- 


lutions agamst*segregation that has ever 
‘been prepared by a church group. Not 


violence i in the, matters of dextgreiation 
but called upon the pastors to teach the 
people true Christian doctrine, so that 
the passages-of Scripture which had been 
misinterpreted to give comfort to racial 


bias should be interpreted in ‘such a ~ 


way that all*should realize the equality 
of all men ir the sight of God: Con- 
gratulations to the Texas Baptists for 
this strong and true stand! 

aK 
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STALINIST BISHOPS REPUDIATED 


During the few days that Hungary was 
partly free, the Reformed Church, ‘ar- 
gest Protestant group in Hungary, held 
an extraordinary assembly in Budapest 
at which 160 ministers were present. 
They voted - unanimously that Bishop 
Ravasz, whose abdication was forced in 
1948, was the legitimate head of- their 
church and asked him. to resume his 
former posts. Dr. Ravasz had resigned 
under pressure after he had warned the 
church for two years against Communist 
policies. The false Bishop who collabor- 
ated with the Communists after Ravasz’ 
resignation was ousted. The. Reformed 
clergy also-.demanded the immediate 
resignation of Bishop John Peter who 
had represented the Hungarian Church 
at the World Council meeting, in Evans- 
ton. The Assembly denounced Bishap 


‘Peter as the “worst kind of Stalinist” 


and elected the Reverend Bela Papp, 
recently released from prison, to be his 
successor. 


CHURCH GIVING INCREASES 


The statistics of church giving for the 
year 1955 ‘have been compiled: Contri- 
butions to forty-eight Protestant ‘and 
two eastern orthodox communions in 
the U. S. reached a record total of 
$1,842,592,260. This is an increase of 11 
per cent over the previous year. ‘The 
figures were released by the Director of 
the National Council of Churches’ De- 
partment of Stewardship and Benevol- 
ence. Highest per capita giving was re- 
corded by the Seventh-day Adventists 
who gave $194.12 each. The Free Meth- 
odists gave $193.45, Wesleyan Methodists 
$183.70, with the Evangelical ‘Free 
Church fourth with $155.34. Seven other 
denominations recorded total annual 
givings of over $100 per member. None 
of these was among the larger denomin- 
ations. The giving of the membership 
of the larger denominations is pitiable 
when measured by these smaller denom- 
inations. The Methodists’ nine million 
members gave an average of $41.82 
apiece. The 7,500,000 Southern Baptists 


‘gave $44.54 apiece. The Northern Pies- 


byterian Churches’ 2,650,000 members 
(Continued on page 22) 
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Throngs of refugees, wearing huge identification tags, stand in line near crude temporary tent barracks waiting for decisions affecting their destinies. 


HUNGARY’S UPROOTED PEOPLE’S CRY FOR MERCY 


: Photos by European Evangelistic Crusade missionaries 


gene. 
Bit Tite. 


Innocent children and eevee women are the victims of the rebellion’s terror that will take them from their homeland to a new lifé in a strange environment. 
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“DON'T TAKE LIBERTIES 


In his selfishness man clings tenaciously 


to an illusion of a freedom apart-from God 


Miter had acute insight when he wrote: “None can love 
freedom heartily but good men; the rest love not free- 
dom but license.” The subject of Christian liberty is seldom 
held in scriptural balance, undoubtedly because the bias 
of our sinful nature prompts to one or the other of two 
extremes. 

Those who make too much of liberty carry it to the ex- 
treme of license. The result is an unregulated life, a life 
subject to no boundaries. The end is moral anarchy and 
spiritual chaos. True spiritual disciplines are wholly un- 
known. 

Those who make too little of liberty carry it to the ex- 
treme of legalism. The result in this instance is personal 
bondage to an arbitrary system of “Do’s” and “Don'ts,” a 
largely negative life known mostly by its restrictions. 

The Christian life is neither that of unregulated liberty, 
nor that of arbitrary rules. Hence it follows that a balanced 
view of Christian liberty is basic to every other considera- 
tion in the realm of Christian ethics. 

The first requisite is to explore the concept of freedom 
in order to discover its essential nature. At the heart of the 
matter we meet a paradox: liberty can only be defined by 
its limits. Freedom is never merely for freedom’s sake alone. 
The essential condition of freedom is its end-purpose. Proper 
freedom will always have a source, a direction, and an end- 
purpose. This is to say that freedom in any instance must 
be defined in terms of the purpose for which it exists. This 
is also to say that one is never more free than when one 
consents to the proper limitations of liberty. One is free in- 
sofar as one fulfills the purpose for which freedom is given. 

The paradoxical nature of Christian liberty, the particu- 
lar liberty we are here concerned with, is better seen against 
the background of man’s folly and need. In his selfishness, 
man tenaciously clings to an illusion. It is the illusion of a 
freedom apart from God. Man thinks himself to be free 
because of the presumption that he is running his life the 
way he wants. He does not perceive that this is in fact 
the clue to his utter bondage. Truth to tell, the very es- 
sence of sinfulness is freedom of a sort. A workable defini- 
tion of sin follows: “Sinfulness is willful freedom from God.” 
Does not every manner of sin issue as the direct result of 
this presumption of a personal freedom from God? Is not 
every sin related to the attempt of sinful man to maintain 
the illusion that the self is free to do what it pleases? Pre- 
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16 Give your life to God; He can do more with it than you can. 


sumably free from all masters, Proud-Ego becomes its own 
master. Presumably free from all authorities, .Proud-Ego 
becomes its own authority. But such mastery turns out to be 
bondage, and that of a most sinister and unexpected kind. 

The Christian faces the same basic problem, but faces it 
with an adequate solution at hand in the possibility of the 
lordship of Christ. His true freedom is ever and again hin- 
dered by proud self-assertions and self-independence. His 
progress in sanctification must continually be through a 
series of vanqufshed assertions of this independent self. 

From the natures of God and man, and the relation be- 
tween them, it is evident that God must move in absolute 
freedom, and man must not. It could not be said that God is 
absolutely sovereign unless it could also be said that God is 
absolutely free. God’s sovereignty and His freedom are in- 
terdependent. God is absolutely sovereign and absolutely 
free in all that He purposes and in the fulfillment of those 
purposes. 

Man is one of the purposes of God, and as such cannot 
have absolute freedom himself. Nothing is really free from 
Him who made it and set it within His purposes. The stars 
are appointed to their orbits; perfect freedom for the stars 
would mean the destruction of the solar system. The ocean 
is bound by tides and shores; perfect freedom would upset 
the whole balance of life conditions on earth. Nor can man 
have absolute freedom; his life is dependent upon and re- 
sponsible to God above and to man around. Whether Chris- 
tian or non-Christian, man cannot live anyway he pleases. 
He cannot drive anyway he pleases, nor can he dispose of 
his garbage anyway he pleases. The conditions of interde- 
pendence and responsibility limit his liberty. Nor is this all. 

Every detail of man’s life is conditioned by factors without 
and within him. Outwardly, his life is largely determined 
by circumstances (the very word means “things that stand 
around”). Inwardly, the attitudes, the desires, and the will 
are subject to a mastery. This mastery is a simple either-or 
alternative: either Christ the Lord, or Proud-Ego, is in 
supreme command. The only freedom man has is within the 
mastery of one or the other. 

Two illustrations, one from the Old Testament and one 
from the New Testament, will point up this truth. Israel 
had the illusion of freedom during the period of the Judges. 
It was a terrible time of anarchy and misery. It was described 
most aptly in these words: “There was no king in Israel, and 
every man did what was right in his own eyes.” This sup- 
posed freedom was inconceivable bondage. 
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with you LIBERTY” 


In the New Testament, the prodigal son sought his free- 
dom. The more he got what he wanted, the less he wanted 
what he got. His freedom led to famine and futility. It was 
then that he perceived where his true freedom could be 
found, and he said: “I will arise and go to my father.” This 
is expressed in a French proverb which says: “He is not 
escaped who drags his chain.” The prodigal’s chain was his 
proud self-will. 

Scripture declares both a glorious freedom for the one 
who is in Christ, and also the limits which give purpose to 
that freedom. Referring to the Law, Paul said: “Stand fast 
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” (Gal. 
5:1). Now, free from the requirements of the Law for salva- 
tion, the one in Christ goes on to see how liberty in living 
is limited. Three Scriptures give direction at this point. 

(1) “If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free in- 
deed” (John 8:36). One is free only when in right relation- 
ship to the Son of God. As Paul put it, “Ye are not your 
own, for ye are bought with a price.” Thus our freedom 
is within the lordship of the One who bought us. Christian 
liberty is limited by the conditions of a vital union with 
Christ the Lord. What we do or do not do will accord with 
the lordship of Christ. 

(2) “The truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Freedom 
is limited by the conditions of truth. Truth accords with 
the nature and purposes of God, and hence it follows that 
Christian liberty is within the limits of the moral character 
and purposes of God. 

(3) “Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty” (II 
Cor. 3:17). Every true believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, 
and this is one of the chief provisions of God to ensure the 
quality and growth of the believer’s life. It is another aspect 
of the paradox, for it is a declaration that liberty is experi- 
enced in the life that is limited according to the inner guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit. 

Freedom is never an end in itself, but a means to other 
ends. It is not mere absence of restraint; it is rather presence 
of possibility and purpose. The very concept of freedom im- 
plies responsibility to some purposeful end. Two questions 
must be asked together: “What am I free from?” and “What 
am I free for?” For the Christian, the purpose is broadly 
that of the will of God. The Christian is free, then, when 
there are no hindrances to the fulfillment of that purpose 
that is the will of God for his life. 

This paradox is illustrated vividly in the first sermon of 
Jesus, when He said that He had come to set the captive 
free, and then immediately demanded, “Follow Me.” We 
sing it in the words: “Make me a captive, Lord, and then 
I shall be free; force me to render up my sword, and I shall 
conqueror be.” 

God’s Word safeguards liberty from abuse, and at the 
same time suggests the broad purposes of our freedom. I 
Peter 2:16 reads: “As free, and not using your liberty for 
a cloke of maliciousness, but as servants of God.” We are 
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free in order to be servants! This is found also in I Corin- 
thians 9:19 which reads: ‘For though I be free from all men, 
yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more.” Galatians 5:13 reads: “For brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty, only use not your liberty for an occasion 
to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” Liberty is in 
order to love and to serve! Or put in other words: Liberty 
is limited by the demands of love and of service. 

What the non-Christian supposes to be freedom is really 
willing bondage to sin, and this bondage to sin is main- 
tained by love for self. In contrast, Christian freedom is 
willing bondage to righteousness, and this bondage to right- 
eousness is maintained by love for Christ. 

In making the application of Christian liberty and its 
limits to specific matters of conduct, a difficulty presents 
itself, for conduct is not a simple matter, but is as complex 
as life itself. Sanctification involves right conduct in rela- 
tionship to all things, not merely to a few questionable 
things. Hence there can be no easy formulas, no pat answers, 
no ready-made solutions to fit all situations. The same de- 
cision will have different consequences under different cir- 
cumstances. 

Some things are always right because of an inherent right- 
ness, while other things are always wrong because of an 
inherent wrongness. But some things are either right or 
wrong according to their use, or according to the motive 
which lies behind their use. Some things are right to a 
point, and wrong beyond that point; this is the problem of 
moderation. Some things, which are right in themselves, 
become wrong by association or appearance. 

Within these basic considerations it becomes evident that 
the question of Christian liberty embraces such principles 

(Continued on page 37) 








GOAND WORSHIP GOD 
IN THE CHURCH 
OF YOURCHOICE 








As we were leaving Beaumont, Texas, we saw a large sign along the 
highway calling upon people to God. “Go and worship 
God in the church of your own choice,” we , read. We pulled to a stop 
in front of a red light. Another car drew alongside us. A child’s voice 
read the sign and said, “Daddy, what does worship mean?” The 
father replied, “It means to go to church and listen to the preacher 
preach.” Could there be a more horrible definition? Worship—three 
or four hundred years ago it was pronounced worth-ship—means the 
acknowledgment of the worth that is in our God. Worship in 
Messen to. Ghaans te Some of Gat seu 208 ce ee 
Him, saying, “Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 

honor, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.” 


(Rev. 7:12) 





Glorify God by doing the best things in the worst times. 17 








BUSINESS-LIKE 
BIBLE STUDY 


By ANDREW MACBEATH 
Principal, Bible Training Institute, Glasgow, Scotland 


The Bible pleads 
for purposeful study of the Word, 


and not sentimental introspection 


pee people will object to the adjective. Business, they 
feel, already dominates our waking hours too much. Are 
you business-like, they will ask, when from the summit of 
a mountain you open your whole being to the majestic 
panorama of successive ranges and jagged peaks standing 
out against the living blue of the sky? Is a person business- 
like when viewing masterpieces in an art gallery, or when 
listening to great music rendered by a famous orchestra, or 
absorbing the great messages of an oratorio? In their 
thought Bible study belongs rather with the memorable 
experiences of a vacation than with the “ordinary shallow 
everyday.” 

Nevertheless, the Bible itself pleads for the practical point 
of view. Bible reading is never made to appear like day- 
dreaming. It is purposeful. Lovers of God’s Word in the 
scriptural delineation of them are not escapists or senti- 
mentalists. They are not preoccupied with their own inner 
states or engaged in unhealthy stimulation of their own 
emotions. Our Lord ruled out forever this introspective 
and self-deceiving habit when He said, “Yea, rather, blessed 
are they that hear the word of God and keep it.” (Luke 11: 
28) 

When we come to the study of our Bible, we come as 
students, yet we must be more than students. Like a student 


18 Accept every man, woman and child as one for whom Christ died. 


dealing with any subject, we must be methodical, and our 
mind must be alert. But these primary mental aptitudes 
shall be reinforced by additional qualities if the Bible is to 
be read aright. The processes of observation and reflection, 
familiar in ordinary study, now demand alongside of them 
and in partnership with them, the volitional and practical 
powers of our mind, and not least imagination, which can 
be closely akin to faith. 

God always treats man as a unity, and in this unity the 
will is central. Man is a being made for action. That may 
be why the typical Bible student of the Old Testament is 
a general. The meditation God encourages is always linked 
with doing things. “This book of the law,” says God to 
Joshua, “shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is written therein” (Josh. 1:8). 

If we absorb the intention of the Spirit of God when He 
caused these words to be written, we shall be on our guard 
against dwelling in a world of phantasy, and we shall es- 
cape the snare of mere speculation. The Hebrew mind was 
not disposed toward speculation. God had discouraged 
that, just as our Savior always did. Many answers to our 
human questions God has seen fit to withhold. By doing so 
He has sought to stimulate research and discovery. On the 
other hand, by His silence God has also indicated that 
there are certain intellectual pursuits that we can leave 
alone. Christ never took a step out of His way in order to 
satisfy curiosity. Would that more preachers and teachers 
had taken Christ to be unto them wisdom! The true per- 
spective for all our knowledge of God’s ways and all our 
insight into God’s Word has been authoritatively given to 
us. Here it is: “The secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words 
of this law” (Deut. 29:29). 

Once we have exercised saving faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our eyes are opened anew, and the Bible is a differ- 
ent book, but immediately we are impressed by this very 
emphasis upon the practical, and upon doing the will of- 
God. Does it not stand out for us everywhere? Obedience is 
the key to continued fellowship. Doing God’s will, or will- 
ing to do His will, is the only guaranteed path toward 
knowing God. True Bible study begins here, in the readi- 
ness to have our wills aligned with God’s will. Like Moses, 
we pray, “Shew me now thy way, that I may know thee” 
(Exod. 33:13). And like the soldier Joshua, we meditate in 
order that we may observe to do. 

Where, then, comes the weakness in Bible study among 
Christians? Ought the process not to be fundamentally 
simple? Of course it should. It is not so much that God’s 
will for our life is a complex matter as that we ourselves 
are such complicated beings. 

An executive committee of students meeting for their 
weekly conference heard reports about the various activities 
and arrangements for which the committee was responsible. 
One important task, which had been entrusted to a certain 
student, had not been done. With a gesture of some im- 
patience the chairman exclaimed, “I wonder when Bob is 
going to get organized!” 

“To get organized.” The words stayed in my mind. There 
must be innumerable Christians to whom the rebuke would 
apply. They are earnest. They long to have God’s best. But 
they have abysmally failed to “get organized!” For all of 


ETERNITY 








these—and they must be a great, though not a mighty, host— 
business-like Bible study, coupled with business-like prayer, 
could be the beginning of victory. 

Let us return to Joshua, the five-star general, for in the 
instructions that God gave to him there are three observa- 
tions that should come home to us. 


Begin at Once 

We have no time to waste, and therefore must begin at 
once. God said, “Meditate therein day and night that thou 
mayest observe to do.” No military commander with the 
enormous responsibility that lies on him is contént to leave 
his plans to chance. His mind is continually concerned 
with his objective. He has no hazy ideas, where his main 
business in life is concerned. Ceaselessly he must be pre- 
dicting the probable course of his enemies, and prepared 
for possible emergencies. Even the famous incident of 
Drake insisting on finishing his game of bowls, in the firm 
assurance that he could deal with the Spanish Armada after- 
ward, is a proof of his competence. Drake had everything 
thought out and prepared beforehand. That is what made 
him a great admiral. Joshua went to school with God and 
was trained by God for warfare. The grand plan of cam- 
paign occupied his thoughts day and night. He had set the 
Lord always before him. Because God was at his right 
hand, Joshua would not be moved (Read the first chapter 
of the book and see.). 


‘ 


A young colonel whom I met as a student after the war - 
had benefited in a most refreshing way from his military 
training. When he wished to be clear about God’s leading 
for the next stage of his life, he would draw up a report 
like the ones he had been trained to submit to headquar- 
ters, indicating the calculations by which he had been per- 
suaded to adopt a certain plan. He conceived a plan as a 
likely one, and then put down on paper the various things 
that seemed to be in favor of his attempting it. In a sepa- 
rate column he put down one by one the considerations 
that weighed against it. By pondering the alternatives and 
waiting upon God in prayer, he usually felt satisfied that 
he could discern the mind of the Spirit. To what better 
uses could we put the Word of God than a similar search 
to discover how to walk and to please God? The young 
Christian colonel thought as a soldier going into action. 
Indeed what other outlook should a Christian have? He is 
engaged in warfare. There is an enemy to be defeated and 
a campaign to be brought nearer to. its close. There is a 
Lord whom we must know and make known. We Christians 
have no time to waste. By day, by night, our thoughts must 
be engaged around the projects of which God has spoken. 
All our thinking must be fertile thinking, taking us to our 
goal. In short, like a greater Joshua, we must say, “My 
meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish 
his work” (John 4:34). 

(Continued on page 36) 





THE RETURN FROM CHRISTMAS 


T he well known story of the wise men’s visit to the child 
Jesus ends with the declaration that “they departed into 
their own country another way” (Matt. 2:12). 

Herod had told them to return to him after they had 
found the Child that they might tell him where he could 
find Jesus. But “being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way.” 

That sentence suggests the possibility of returning from 
Christmas to the ordinary tasks “another way”—not merely 
by a different route, but as different people. Did the visit to 


the Christ Child make any difference to the wise men. * 


when they turned back to their homes and their former 
occupations? We do not know. The record does not say. 

What we do kriow is that a glimpse of the Lord Jesus, 
and a realization of all it means to us personally that in this 
little baby God did come down to earth, has opened for 
many a new way through old country—a new way of joy 
and peace and forgiveness and fellowship with the Almighty. 

It happens all the time that men go away from meeting 
Christ—changed. Some come through paths of sin, but go 
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away along paths of righteousness. Some come in sorrow, 
but go rejoicing. Some come burdened and perplexed, but 
go with loads lightened, and hearts refreshed. 

It is interesting to observe that when the shepherds: paid 
their visit to the manger, it is said of them that they “re- 
turned, glorifying and praising God” (Luke. 2:20). 

Christmas should not come and go without doing some- 
thing to us. If we have never put our simple trust in Christ 
as Savior, let us believe those wonderful words, “Unto YOU 
is born .. . a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
To receive Christ as Savior is to become a new creature in 


.Christ (John 1:12, 13; II Cor. 5:17). This could send some 


into the New Year “another way.” 

If we have believed before now, then “let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5)—the humble, 
self-effacing mind of Jesus, a mind of deep concern for the 
things of others. That would send some of us into the New 
Year “another way.” 

Surely, after Christmas, we should go back to the “daily 
round, the trivial task” with a new sense of the high mean- 
ing of life which the Incarnation gives. 


Christ is the hope of the world, but the world does not know it. 19 











JUNGLE DOCTOR 


ON NIGHT DUTY 


By PAUL S. 


| had nine miles to walk, and it would probably take me 

about two and a half hours. The sun looked as though 
it had about an hour to stay above the horizon. So it seemed 
that I would have an hour and a half’s walk back to my 
jungle hospital in Central Tanganyika in the dark without 
a lamp. Of course, there is always the danger of snakes, 
and as you have never finished seeing wild animals beside 
the road; it looked like an interesting trip. 

Suddenly almost perceptibly, it became darker. The sun 
was still up, but a great mountain of black clouds seemed 
to well up in the sky. I was on my way back from a village 
where I had been called to false alarm to deal with a 
broken leg, a calf’s leg! But while I was there, the oppor- 
tunity came to treat a small girl who had malaria of the 
brain. Now I was on my way back to the hospital. 

The path sloped toward a wide river bed. Eerily came a 
roar with a most peculiar note. Down that wide stretch of 
sand lying a couple of feet deeper than the country around, 
I saw a foaming mass of water. There were sixteen rivers 
to cross in that nine-mile journey, and I knew that if a 
storm broke there was the real danger that those rivers 
would be in flood. Some nights they were in flood for four 
or five hours, and I would be in the unhappy condition of 
being in open country, cut off by a swirling mass of angry 
red water impossible to ford and highly dangerous to swim. 

I stopped at the bank and watched that spate of water. 
Grass, weeds, and all sorts of rubbish were carried down in 
the first wave. Soon it was irritable dirty red water, boiling 
and rushing, the surface taking on a most peculiar cor- 
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rugated appearance. There was only one thing to do—walk 
back to the village. 

I turned but had only covered a hundred yards when the 
rain came, in huge drops first, then in torrents. In a minute 
I was saturated. I walked doggedly into the deluge, which 
suddenly stopped when the village was some half a mile 
away. 

The tribes folk greeted me again. No one even smiled 
at my bedraggled appearance. 

“Heh, Bwana,” they said, “we thought probably you'd 
be caught in the rain, and we thought that you would come 
back. 

“You will eat with us?” 

All around the village, fires were going inside the houses. 
I went to the tembe where the small girl with the malaria 
tossed in delirium. 

For the moment I could do nothing more, so, dripping 
wet, I sat down on one of the small three-legged stools and 
shared an African meal. 

In front of me was placed a heaped-up dish of porridge 
called Ugali, doughy stuff that is taken handful by handful 
from a common bowl. Inevitably this food irritated my un- 
fortunate interior, and the explosive noises which I pro- 
duced did in no way upset those who ate with me—rather, 
they regarded it as a great compliment for the food which 
they were giving me. 

Rapidly the night became dark. It was not easy to de- 
cide what to do. There is little attraction in sleeping 
African-fashion on a mat on the floor. Then my mind was 








made up for me by the small girl’s taking a turn for the 
worse. The night sounds monotonously came from outside 
as I counted her pulse and listened anxiously to her ir- 
regular breathing. 

Once again I filled my syringe with quinine solution and 
injected it into a vein. Rather a ticklish job when the light 
consisted of a little homemade lamp containing kerosene, 
the wick made from a piece of string. 

At last the needle was into position and the very effective 
drug was soon on its way. When I had taken that small 
girl’s temperature at a little after midday, it was 104 de- 
grees. Now it was still extremely high, the pulse was very, 
very rapid, but there was just something about it that in- 
dicated improvement. 

So I settled down to make myself as comfortable as I 
could. I got a large three-legged stool and sat upon it with 
my feet upon a second stool. The people brought me a 
sleeping rug. I thanked them for it—and put it down beside 
me. The little flickering lamp was my main source of light, 
and I saw a rat walk out from under me out of the great 
storage corn bags. Then I saw a little thing crawling on 
the sleeping mat, which made me decide I had better place 
it a little farther away from me. 

I sat beside the small girl and watched. An hour went 
by, an hour in which I just dripped with perspiration. My 
clothing had dried fairly quickly in the heat of the African 
night. I had watched the family close down—a great thorn- 
bush was dragged into the door so that all the prickly end 
protruded outwards and the trunk came inside. Then a 
small wickerwork door was put in position, and the family 
went to bed—just lying down on mats. 

The mother sat beside me watching her child. Every now 


(Continued on page 34) 


Two lives are saved 


as God works His will 


in a simple heart 











WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 14) 
gave $68.09 apiece. One and a half bil- 
lion was spent on local congregational 
expense. Approximately $350,000,000 
went to benevolences. 


GREEK CHURCH HARASSED 
One hundred years ago the first build- 


ing in Greece to be built as a house of. 


worship for an evangelical church (not 


connected with the Greek Orthodox 
Church) was erected. The congregation 
grew, and the church asked for permis- 
sion to demolish the old building and 
to build a larger one in its place. Per- 
mission to demolish was granted early in 
1955. As soon as the building was de- 
stroyed the authorities vetoed the erec- 
tion of the new building after ground 
had been excavated for the foundation. 
An appeal to the Supreme Court of 


Greece granted permission to finish the 
basement and roof it over for temporary 
worship facilities while final decision on 
the question was being debated. A few 
days later, however, the court ruling 
was disregarded by the Ministry of Cults, 
which issued the order. stopping con- 
struction for the second time. The in- 
tolerance of the Greek Orthodox Church 
toward Protestantism is very marked 
(Continued on page 33) 
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AN ALL-SUFFICIENT 
BENEDICTION 


By HAROLD W. FIFE international Chairman of the North Africa Mission 


The continuous outpouring of love from God is 
the never-failing source of blessing to all who 


will receive it. 


A benediction is another name for a blessing, and the one 

at which we are looking does not come at the end of a 
service but is continuous throughout the life of the Chris- 
tian. “Grace, mercy, peace shall be with us, from God the 
Father, and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in 
truth and love” (II John 3. R.V.). Think of it, a never- 
failing, never-ebbing stream of grace, mercy, and peace 
flowing unceasingly from God Himself direct to you and 
me! The wording gives no doubt about it: “There shall 
be”; the source ensures no stint or lack of resources: “From 
God the Father, and from Jesus Christ”; the tense allows 
no moment when the grace is absent: “shall be with us 
for ever” (vs. 2); and so the joy, love, conquest of fear, and 
victory which we have been studying in our previous arti- 
cles, can become a living, bright reality to us; for here we 
have more than adequate resources. 

The first recipient of this benediction is described for us 
in this very brief Epistle of John. She was a born-again, 
anonymous woman, a mother (vs. 1), given to hospitality 
(vs. 10), and, seeing her husband is not mentioned, most 
probably a widow. In fact, this is the only book in the Bible 
addressed to a woman, and some learned folk have tried to 
say it meant a church, but we will have none of it! Picture 
that anonymous Christian woman struggling to raise her 
children in a world hostile to the Church and the gospel 
and being reminded of her blessings and resources. And 
these are ours, too. No Christian is excluded from this: the 
humblest widow, the university professor, the statesman, the 
laborer, and all others can be the recipients of this limitless 
blessing of continuous inflowing grace, mercy, and peace! 

John starts from the spring in the mountain and traces 
the course of the river of blessing until it flows into the 
human heart. Grace is the springing fountain in the moun- 
tain of His holiness; it is love flowing downward—the gravi- 


This is the last of Mr. Fife’s devotions on John’s Epistles. 
However, he continues to write the Sunday School lessons. 
Teachers and students will enjoy them. 
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tation of God's love. It is not earned, intermittent, or capri- 
cious; it is not something God does or could cease doing; it 
is something He is and cannot cease from being because God 
is love. We are afraid of God’s power because we find it 
hard to conceive of absolute force as being the willing agent 
of absolute love. Man’s view of power is summed up in the 
phrase: “All power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” This is certainly proved whenever we entrust 
absolute power to men. Whether it be the control of an 
automobile, a government, or an H bomb, we justifiably fear 
the use that will be made of it. But with God there is per- 
fect commingling of sublime majesty and infinite love, as 
Horatius Bonar beautifully expresses it: 


“O Love of God, how strong and true! 
Eternal and yet ever new: 
Uncomprehended and unbought, 
Beyond all knowledge and all thought.” 


The incessant outpouring of that love from the almighty 
throne of God is the source of the blessing of our text: 
“Grace (God’s outpoured love) shall be with you.” 

The second word of our benediction, “mercy,” means ac- 
tive compassion—love, if you like, in action, pouring oil 
and wine into life’s wounds and ensuring full healing and 
recovery. God's love is not a Niagara running to waste, but 
a river bringing spiritual fertility to millions of lives. Is 
Mary in tears? Then Christ comes to dry them with His 
presence (John 20:15). Is Peter broken-hearted by his de- 
feat? Then Christ comes to re-establish him (Luke 24:34). 
Is Thomas fighting a desperate battle with despondency and 
unbelief? Then Christ meets his need and brings radiant 
faith (John 20:28). Is Paul forsaken and lonely as he faces 
trial and death? Then Christ stands by and strengthens him 
(II Timothy 4:17). So we could indefinitely multiply illus- 
trations of the many-faceted mercy of God. It is God's love 
in action wherever there is a need and a welcome to Him! 
No wonder the writer to the Hebrews, after having remind- 
ed us that our sins and needs are transparently clear to God, 
urges us to “come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy .. .” (Heb. 4:16)! The river of God's mercy, 
fed by His unfailing love, runs free for all who will avail 
themselves of its bounty. 

The third word of our text is vastly overworked and 
underexperienced. It is peace, the will-o’-the-wisp of the 
world’s desires. Here, however, it is not an elusive treasure 
but a promised possession. It does not come as the result of 
organization but as the gift of God (John 14:27) and is 

(Continued on page 36) 


A Christian who stops learning starts forgetting. 23 








Sunday School Lessons 


HAROLD W. FIFE 





If we will accept Him humbly, we 


shall behold His glory, full of grace and truth 


DECEMBER 23, 1956 
Background Scripture: John 1:1-18; 
Luke 2:1-20 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
Memory Selection: John 1: 14 


INTRODUCTION Matthew's Gospel, written 

primarily for Jews, begins 
with Abraham. Mark, the practical direct 
writer to the world, starts with the —— 
Luke, writing in the first place to the Greek 
Theophilus, commences with eyewitnesses. 
John, antedating all three, puts the trumpet 
to his lips and taking his cue from the 
opening verse of the Bible says, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” 
The four evangelists therefore emphasize: 
(1) the Jewish ancestry of Christ; (2) the 
fulfillment of prophecy in the coming of 
Christ; (3) the actual facts of His birth and 
life; (4) His deity. Each of these emphases 
is necessary to a full-orbed conception of 
esus Christ our Lord, but it is especially 
tting at Christmas time that His full 
deity be thought upon lest we be carried 
away by the beauty of the outward trap- 
pings and miss the inner wonder, which 
Wesley expressed in the words: 


“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the Incarnate Deity!” 


The measure of our awe and wonder at 
the Christmas message will be in direct 
ratio to our understanding of who was 
there in the manger. “God was in Christ,” 
and in this the —_—— page of the 
New Testament that fact is unmistakably 
set forth. 


EXPOSITION 
In the Beginning 


Reaching right back to timelessness is the 
opening phrase. “In the beginning” means 
“im principle” as well as “in the beginning 
of history,” so we can truly translate this 
“at the root of the universe.” What then 
existed as the First Cause? The threefold 
use of the word “was” in the imperfect tense 
in these opening verses of the first chapter 
of John indicates the timelessness of the 
Word. “Time and creatures came into 
being,” says Dr. Maclaren, “and when they 
the Word was. Surely no form of 
could more emphatically declare 
absolute, uncreated being, outside the limits 
of time.” Our words, essentially part of us, 





Mr. Fife is international chairman of the North 
Africa Mission and pastor of the Free Evangeli- 
cal Church in Bournemouth, England. 
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* we apprehend present fact: . 


are the expression of our minds, so the 
Word of God is His Self-revelation; but 
our words are also the means whereby we 
set in motion our desires in relation to 
others, and by His Word He created all 
things (John 1: 3, Heb. 1:2, Col. 1: 16, 
Prov. 8: 22-30, etc.). In the beginning, there- 
fore, God was, His Word was, His Holy 
Spirit was—one God, uncreated and in- 
comprehensible. Beyond that we cannot go, 
but we must let the full light of its truth 
shine upon our Christmas message. 


In the World 


The Word, who was, became flesh and 
dwelt among us (vs. 14). Here is an actual 
moment in time when deity took new form, 
and it is explicitly stated that He who was 
God became flesh—not merely that He in- 
dwelt a human body but He became a flesh- 
ly body. The word “dwelt” could be trans- 
lated “pitched His tent.” If one looks at a 
row of identical tents, the only difference 
can be in the occupant, and as we look at 
Christ we see a human body veiling God. 
But the veil is not to hide but to reveal 
Him to us; for we, being unable to look 
upon the brightness of God’s glory, must 
have it veiled for us as we must shade our 
eyes from the sun. Because the Word be- 
came flesh “we beheld His glory, the glory 
of the only begotten of the Father.” As we 
read that we almost hold our breath, for 
we have seen something of the pomp and 
pageantry of earth and the majesty of God 
in His Creation; what then will be our sight 
of Him in the person of His Son? We be- 
held His glory .. . full of grace and truth! 
For the first time since Adam fell, the world 
could look on God! The glory of God is 
His person, and He who is the absolute 
of all virtue expresses Himself to us in 
grace and truth. Presently we are to have 
the clearest view of this at Calvary, but the 
whole of His life among fallen humanity 
and His life to them today is of the same 
pattern, “full of grace and truth.” Says 
Archbishop Temple: “The statement is not 
a piece . . . of theology; . . . it is a record 
of experience. The glory which appeared 
seemed not to have its source in Him, but 
to stream through Him from beyond. To 
be with Him was—and still is— to be with 
‘Him that sent Him.’ . . . The glory is, 
in the phrase He will use, not mine but 
His that sent me. . . . The source is the 
Eternal Father. Consequently as we read 
the story, though it all happened long ago, 
. . the living 
Jesus is ‘the same yesterday, today and 
forever.’ As He was to Peter, James, John, 
Thomas, Mary, Martha and the others He 
is to us. He pitches His tent with ours too 


and we may behold His glory . . . full of 
grace and truth.” 


In Us 


How did they behold Him? By no means 
did everybody who saw Christ see His glory, 
for even those who most expected and 
needed Him failed to recognize and receive 
Him (vs. 11). Grace and truth are not 
apprehended by religious observance or in- 
tellectual apprehension but by warm re- 
sponse to God’s love. God has not put a 
premium on birth or intellect, but on loving 
response to Him, so when He came to 
bring grace and truth to men He brought 
His revelation to them who receive Him, 
believe Him, and thus are born of God 
(vs. 12). The relationship is a family one 
of heart to heart and spirit to spirit. Christ 
still comes on the same terms, for, as Dr. 
Phillips Brooks beautifully says: 


“So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming: 

But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in.” 


No human minds can fully 
fathom the wonder of this 
lesson, yet how many ordinary folk received 
its blessing! The village carpenter and 
maid, the shepherds on the hills, Zacharias 
and Simeon in the temple—and a host of 
others since. So with the humility that re- 
ceives the revelation of God comes the joy 
and assurance of its blessing. It is still true 
that humbly accepting Him we behold His 
glory, full of grace and truth; for to as 
many as received Him to them gave He the 
right to be called the children of God. 


SUMMARY 


DECEMBER 30, 1956 
The New Heaven and Earth 


Background Scripture: Revelation 21 
Devotional Reading: Revelation 7: 9-17 
Memory Selection: Revelation 21: 3-4 


The turn of the year is 
a time when there is a 
commingling of feelings of solemnity at the 
speed with which life passes and an increas- 
ing sense. of responsibility concerning our 
use of time, and of eager expectancy at the 
prospect of a New Year. The Christian is 
a realist and knows that a new calendar 
cannot effect a change of heart or world 
situation—“the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now” 
(Rom. 8: 22)—and that disease continually 
erupts in different places: the Berlin block- 
ade gives place to Korea, Korea to Formosa, 
Formosa to Suez, Suez to Israel, and so on. 
The location is different, but the symptoms 
are the same. The world awaits the end of 
its suffering and travail, and this the Bible 
describes as “the manifestation of the sons 
of God” (Rom. 8: 19). Neither can the New 
Year effect a radical change in us or our 
needs, for “ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
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groan within ourselves . . . waiting for... 
the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8: 23). 
The world, and ourselves as part of it, is 
looking for something infinitely more far- 
reaching than the crossing of a dateline. 
To use the words of Peter, “We, according 
to His promise, look for new heavens and 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness” (II Pet. 3: 13). It is a good thing, 
therefore, that on this last Sunday in 1956 
we “lift our sights” to the ultimate hope of 
the Church. 


EXPOSITION 
New Heaven and Earth 


“New” in this passage does not necessarily 
mean just brought into, existence but “re- 
newed” or “renovated” as is evident by its 
application to the bride (vs. 2). It has been 
suggested that, fire being purifying but not 
necessarily finally annihilating, there can 
be no scientific reason why the melting (dis- 
solving) of the elements should not presage 
a renewing of the existing heavens and 
earth. But the words here hardly permit 
of such an interpretation, and those in 
Isaiah 65: 17 and more particularly in Rev- 
elation 20: 11, where we read” . . . from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away: and there was found no place for 
them,” are more specific. As says Professor 
Trench, “There is to be a radical change; 
for the meaning is the new as seen from 
the aspect of quality; the new, as set over 
against that which has seen service, the 
outworn, the effete or marred through age.” 
There is, of course, a perfect picture of this 
in Hebrews 1: 10-12. “Thou Lord, hast 
laid the foundations of the earth; and the 
heavens are the works of thine hands: they 
shall perish; but thou remainest; and they 
all shall wax old as doth a garment; and 
as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and 
they shall be changed.” Professor Wuest 
writes, “The present heavens and earth, 
beautiful as they are, are under the curse 
placed upon them because of Adams’ sin. 
The new heavens and eath, new in quality, 
free from any curse, will surely be beautiful 
beyond the wildest expectation of man.” 
Surely the very phraseology suggests a place 
as well as a state and makes very clear the 
practical as well as spiritual nature of the 
new heaven and new earth. One thing Peter 
selects as being the outstanding character- 
istic of this new realm—it is a place “where- 
in dwelleth righteousness” or, as Professor 
Wuest translates these words, “in which 
righteousness is permanently at home.” 
What a contrast to the present earth! Those 
who love righteousness and hate iniquity 
may well eagerly anticipate such a revolu- 
tion! 


New Jerusalem 


Jerusalem was the city of the King, the 
center of worship, and the focus of govern- 
ment; but it, like the rest of creation, fell 
far short of its true destiny through sin. 
Just as the heavens and earth are to be 
renewed so as perfectly to express the 
Creator, so there is to be a new Jerusalem 
(21: 2) with God as King and a perfect 
relationship existing between Him and His 
redeemed. The undimmed union with His 
people, so long desired by Him and yet 
so imperfectly experienced by the maturest 
saint on earth, will come to perfect fruition; 
for “God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and 
be their God”—thus worship and fellowship 
with God will at last be satisfied. 

Not only is there a new city but entirely 
new conditions of life. To say, “I do not 
want this life to go on forever,” is quite 
irrelevant for the One on the throne says, 
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“Behold I make. all things new” (vs. 5). 
With tears forever wiped away, and death, 
sorrow, crying, and pain abolished (vs. 4), 
the redeemed are able to enjoy the water 
of life freely (vs. 6) and to inherit all things 
as the children of God (vs 7). We miss the 
wonder of this because we too often project 
our present thinking into the promised 
future and find it does not fit. God’s plan 
is for a new heaven, new earth, new Jerusa- 
lem, and all things new to coincide. And 
there will be no resurgence of old condi- 
tions, “for the former things are passed 
away” (vs. 4). The new Jerusalem is the 
city of the King of Kings, the center of His 
worship (vss. 22, 23) and the seat of His 
government (vss. 24, 26). 


The New People 
Sentiment must not color our views as 


we ask, “Who enters the city?” We have 
often heard sung (and in churches too!): 


“The gates were opened wide 
And all who would may enter 
And no-one was denied.” 


That can only be justified by adding, “all 
who would may enter on God’s terms”; 
for the Scripture here is specific, “there shall 
in no wise enter in anything that defileth, 
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie: but they which are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life” (vs. 27). Since 
all come under the indictment, the only 
way is to be cleansed by the blood of the 
Lamb and thus be in His book of life, for 
there is “‘none righteous no, not one.” Only 
as new creatures in Christ can we share and 
enjoy the glories of the new earth. 
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SUMMARY There is a very clear ap- 
plication of this lesson. 
Can we all say, “now is my salvation 
nearer than when I believed,” or is it our 
final condemnation that is drawing nearer? 
Eternal life begins here and now, and that 
“life is in God’s Son”; receive and confess 
Him, and know what it is to say, “If a 
man be in Christ he is a new creation... .” 
That is the beginning of the new man for 
the new future. 


JANUARY 6, 1957 


Wise Men Seek Jesus 


Background Scripture: Matthew 1-2 
Devotional Reading: Micah 4: 1-5 
Memory Selection: Matthew 2: 11 


INTRODUCTION The Gospel according to 
Matthew was written by 
a Jew and, in the first place, principally 
for Jews; hence we find throughout a strong 
Hebrew influence in phraseology and an 
equally noticeable emphasis on Christ the 
Messiah and King. The question of the 
difference between the genealogical tables 
in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 has been fully 
dealt with by Dr. Barnhouse, and those 
interested are referred to his book (Man’s 
Ruin, page 493) for a detailed exposition. 
Particular notice should be taken of the 
changed phrasing in Matthew I: 16, where 
the rhythm of “begats” is broken to make 
clear the Virgin Birth of our Lord and 
Savior—a truth emphasized for us again in 
the closing sentences of verses 18 and 20. 
“She was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost,” and, “that which is conceived in 
her is of the Holy Ghost,” and reiterated 
in verses 23 and 25 of the same chapter. 
It is impossible to accept this record with- 
out believing the Virgin Birth of Christ 
and to see that His Saviorhood is inex- 
tricably bound up with His full deity. 
Because He is “Emmanuel, God with us” 
(vs. 23), He is “Jesus-Jehovah is salvation” 
—saving His people from their sins; for 
the greatness of our salvation in Christ is 
measured by His eternal glory and majesty, 
and the rest of the gospel narrative is only 
explicable in that light. Because Christ is 
God made flesh, the record of His life is 
“Good News,” and we turn to these lessons 
with the expectancy that His gospel will 
meet our deepest needs. 


EXPOSITION 
Seeking 


Immediately Christ was born, He was 
sought after, not as a baby is visited by 
relatives, but as God is sought by eager 
hearts. The shepherds in the fields (Luke 
2: 8), Simeon in the Temple (Luke 2: 25), 
and the Magi are but representatives of the 
mighty host that has sought and found 
satisfaction in Christ through nearly 2,000 
years of rapidly changing history. These 
three Eastern wise men were far away from 
Christ geographically and had made a 
journey of many weeks in their following 
of the star; they were far away — 
for being non-Jewish their knowledge was 
necessarily very elementary and fragmen- 
tary; they were far away intellectually, for 
the strand of mysticism ran very heavily 
through their Eastern philosophy; yet they 
came all the way “following the gleam” 
until they met Christ. It is fascinating to 
meditate upon the vast-distances geographi- 
cal, spiritual, and intellectual over which 
people have traveled to Christ until today 
His Church is the most representative body 
on earth; this is surely an indication of the 
universal appeal of our Lord and should 


encourage any .waverers to seek and find 
their satisfaction in Him. Notice also the 
persistence of these seekers. At the end of 
their long journey they might well have 
expected a royal welcome for the King, but 
Jerusalem was unstirred except by fear 
when they heard of His advent (Matt. 2: 
3), and the court of Herod and the con- 
duct of the chief priests and scribes (vss. 
4-7) were hardly conducive to earnest 
spiritual seeking. It is the mark of the true 
seeker, however, not to be dissuaded by 
outward circumstances or even by the faulty 
witness of religious people (thus invalidat- 
ing the puerile excuse about not being a 
Christian because some believers or min- 
isters are unsatisfactory!), and the Magi per- 
sisted until their search was rewarded. 
“Seek,” says Jesus, “and ye will find”; if 
we haven’t found, it is for no other reason 
than that we haven’t earnestly sought! Even 
when the star stopped (it was like a 
pastor, Sunday School teacher or Christian 
friend—only a guide and not a ‘goal, a 
means but not an end) they went in to 
His very presence. There is a simple direct- 
ness and persistence about these seekers 
that is a lesson to us all. Keep on seeking 
until you are in His presence! God uses 
many “stars” to beckon us on to Him, and 
the best of them, like this at the first Christ- 
mas (vs. 9) stand pointing to Christ; press 
on past them to your own personal experi- 
ence of Him. 


Worshipping 


The climax of faith is worship and the 
meek offering of our gifts. To seek Christ 
or come to church merely for the blessings 
we obtain is shallow and in the long run 
unsatisfying. To worship Him truly is 
spontaneously to give Him our treasures; 
for true devotion (like Shakespeare’s quality 
of mercy) is not strained but droppeth from 
the worshipful heart as the rain drops from 
a full heaven. If we find it hard to give our 
time, money, and richest treasures in His 
service, it is due to our lack of vital contact 
with Him. Fall adoring at His feet, and 
you will find your eager fingers opening 
your treasures! There are no problems of 
finance or service where Christ is truly Lord, 
for when we can say with Paul, “thanks 
be unto God for his unspeakable gift,” we 
have touched the spring of all true giving. 
So the Wise Men found, and they subse- 
quently returned to their own daily tasks 
(vs. 12) satisfied at the fulfillment of their 
quest. Happy are all they who, seeking 
spiritual reality, find it in personal contact 
with Christ and having worshipped with 
og treasures can turn to daily life satis- 


SUMMARY So came the King of Kings 
to earth, and we are re- 
minded here that His coming was clear- 
ly prophesied in Micah 5: 2. A little 
later in. this same second chapter of Mat- 
thew the prophecy of Hosea 11: 1 is to be 
fulfilled as Christ is taken to Egypt, and so 
all His life and death was truly a perfect 
fulfillment of the prophetic Scriptures. We 
can sing: 


“Hark! the glad sound, the Saviour 
comes, 

The Saviour promised long; 

Let every heart prepare a throne, 

And every voice a song.” 


But while the Wise Men prepared their 
throne song for Jews, Herod was by the 
same Advent stimulated to the murder of 
the innocents. The Magi, seeking a King, 
were not stumbled by the vicissitudes of 
their journey, the coldness of their recep- 
tion, the worldliness of the seat of religion, 
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or the humility of the King. Herod with his 
much greater opportunities was blind to it 
all and went on to disaster. What response 
does Christ evoke in our hearts? It is dan- 
gerously possible to be like Herod—with 
the same prophecies, under the same star, 
and in close proximity to Christ, yet blinded 
by our own selfishness never seeing the 
King in His beauty. 


JANUARY 13, 1957 


Jesus Papen and Tempted 
Background Scripture: Matthew 3—4 

Devotional Reading: Hebrews 3: 1-14 
Memory Selection: Matthew 4: 10 


Whichever form it takes, 
baptism is an acknowl- 
edgment of our sin and desire for newness 
of life (Matt. 3: 11). With the sinless Christ 
that element was wholly absent, yet He 
specifically stated, “thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness” (vs. 15). His baptism 
was a further step in His entire identifica- 
tion with mankind and His testimony to 
baptism as being necessary for complete 
obedience to the will of God. Dr. Campbell 
Morgan takes it further by stating, “His 
going down into the waters of baptism was 
a consent and a prophecy. It was a consent 
to the only method by which the King 
could save from sin; and it uttered the 
prophecy of that final baptism (Matt. 20: 
22, 23; Luke 12: 50) towards which His face 
was set through all the days of public 
ministry—the baptism of His Passion.” He 
straightway came up out of the water (vs. 
16), and there followed three significant 
consequences: Firstly, the “heaven opened,” 
for obedience always brings a fuller revela- 
tion, and it is when we, like our Lord, give 
ourselves with our whole heart to God that 
a new vision dawns. Secondly, the Spirit 
of God descended like a dove and lighted 
on Him. The dove was the only bird ever 
sacrificed on a Jewish altar (Luke 2: 24; 
John 2: 16; etc)., and Christ, who was con- 
ceived of the Holy Spirit and needed not 
our new birth of the Spirit, was thus 
anointed for the ministry of sacrifice. The 
moment of complete yielding to God’s will 
is the time of our anointing by the Holy 
Spirit for our service. The third seal on His 
baptism was the voice from heaven, saying, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom | am 
well pleased.” Jesus always was the Father’s 
Beloved before time began, and after the 
Incarnation He grew in favor with God 
(Luke 2: 52), but now, at this moment of 
adult and perfect filial obedience to the 
ultimate sacrifice, there came the audible 
verifying voice. With this threefold heavenly 
manifestation of the vision, the dove, and 
the voice, our Lord Jesus Christ moved 
into His public ministry. 


EXPOSITION 


INTRODUCTION 


The Temptation 


Then—when Jesus had been baptized 
and so signally sealed—then He was led of 
the Spirit . . . to be tempted (4:1). Too 
often we expect our moments of dedica- 
tion to be succeeded by periods of intense 
spiritual exaltation, and if instead there 
ensues a period of sharp testing we are 
offended or bewildered. Such reactions 
should be forever disposed of by this verse, 
for it was the Son of God who was tempted 
and the Spirit of God who led Him into 
the experience. There was no sin in the 
One tested and no mistaken path or mis- 
.understanding; it was and is a normal ex- 
perience for the Spirit-filled life. Tempta- 
tion is the “examining” or “proving” of the 
life, and as an untested chain or unproved 
metal is valueless for its true purpose so 


January 1957 


is the untried life. Jesus was “in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4: 15); we too must be tried and 
tested at all points if we are to know our 
own weakness and prove His saving grace, 
for only as we know the weak links in the 
chain will we have them renewed. Tempted 
and tested we must be, or our self-sufficiency 
and complacency will be our undoing. “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall” (I Cor. 10: 12). If we are 
led of the Spirit into temptation, we shall 
discover our weakness but at the same time 
appreciate and appropriate His enabling 
strength. 


Temptation Resisted 


It will immediately be noticed that the 
temptation takes place along three lines. 
(1). The lusts of the flesh: “Command that 
these stones be made bread” (vs. 3). (2). 
The doubt that hungers for miraculous 
proof: “Jf thou be the Son of God cast thy- 
self down” (vs. 6)—a taunt and a challenge 
that was to be echoed at the cross. (3). The 
lust for power: “. . . sheweth him the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them; and said unto him, All these things 
will I give thee if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me (vss. 8, 9). The longing for 
food of a hungry man is not wrong until, 
as with Esau, the animal appetites are 
elevated to first priority in the life. As said 
John Ruskin, “The most helpful and sacred 
work which can at present be done for 
humanity is to teach people not how ‘to 
better themselves,’ but how ‘to satisfy 
themselves.’ It is the curse of every evil . . . 
to eat, and not be satisfied. The words of 
blessing are that they shall eat and be 
satisfied.” Christ's answer to this so-pre- 
valent temptation in our modern world is 
in the words of Deuteronomy 8:3: satisfac- 
tion in life can only be found in feasting 
on and being obedient to the Word of God. 
Because man is infinitely more than a body, 
he suffers from malnutrition when he 
starves his soul of the Word of God. When 
hunger for God is relegated to a place well 
down on our list of life’s priorities, soul 
starvation is inevitable. 

‘se temptation to doubt is more subtle. 
If you are the Son of God, why not prove 
it conclusively by some heroic startling 
act? Presently, the same temptation was 
coming in a slightly different form: “Master, 
we would see a sign from thee” (12: 38); 
and again on the cross: “If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross” 
(27: 4). To quote Dr. Campbell Morgan, 
“The moment a man begins to tempt God 
to prove trust, he proves that he does not 
trust. . . . Perfect trust is quiet and waits. 
Trust trembling wants to do something 
heroic to make it steady.” The devil quot- 
ing Scripture out of its setting for his own 
ends is answered by an apposite Scripture, 
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God 
(vs. 7; Deut 6: 16). God does not need 
either our flamboyant acts or nervous ten- 
sion; real trust brings rest even amid in- 
tense activity. 

The third temptation was in the last 
analysis an attempt to dissuade Christ from 
His cross. The kingdoms of this world must 
one day become “the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Rev. 11: 15); why not then 
take the short cut of compromise and avoid 
the years of ministry and misunderstanding, 
the agony of the garden and cross, and the 
resultant centuries of conflict and imper- 
fections? This temptation comes still today 
to all Christians, and especially to leaders 
yy a tinge of compromise, a toning down 
of the cross, a delicate adjustment of stand- 
ards, and lo! the multitude (unregenerate 
of course) will crowd the churches, and 
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victory will be ours! That isn’t victory but 
defeat, for God’s throne must be unshared. 
The Christian, following his Lord, must 
give the unequivocal answer, “It is written, 
thou shalt worship the Lord. thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve” (vs. 10; Deut. 


6:13). 

SUMMARY The account of the temp- 
tation must have been 

told to Matthew, Mark, and Luke by 

our Lord, seeing He was alone. The slight 

variation in accounts need not occasion 

concern as the trial had been protracted 

and the temptations probably recurring. 

Three main lessons emerge: 

(1). That temptation is inevitable especially 

to the Spirit-filled life. 

(2). That victory comes through depend- 

ence upon the Word of God and implicit 





obedience to God. 

(3). That for sharp temptation there is. the 

joy of special angelic ministry (vs. 11). 
The experience of every tempted and 

trusting Christian is “behold, angels came 

and ministered unto him.” 


JANUARY 20, 1957 
Gospel Righteousness 


Background Scripture: Matthew 5—7 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 6: 25-33 
Memory Selection: Matthew 5: 20 


Picture this mountain 
scene with our Lord teach- 
ing His disciples who were grouped around 
Him. At first sight it seems ludicrous to 
refer to this handful of Galileans as the 
“salt of the earth” and “light of the world” 
(vss. 13, 14) and to believe that they and 
their spiritual descendants would preserve 
and illuminate the world throughout the 
Church Age. Yet that is precisely what the 
Lord prophesied, and through that group 
of men, later to be empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, Christ built His Church, and, de- 
spite its imperfections, through it has come 
the greatest spiritual and moral impulses 
of mankind: it is to Christ’s Church that 
we can directly trace widespread education 
and alleviation of social and physical ills. 
A glance at the world today will reveal 
that the areas and nations in which the 
permeation of Christian truth has been 
most marked have been and are the most 
enlightened; this is no coincidence but the 
working out through history of these words 
of Christ. Alexander Maclaren says, “The 
metaphor involves a grave judgment as to 
the actual state of society—it is corrupt and 
tending to corruption. You do not salt a 
living thing. You salt a dead one that it 
may not be a rotting one. And Christ says 
by implication here, what He says plainly 
more than once in other places: ‘Human 
society, without my influence, is a carcass 
that is rotting away and disintegrating; and 
you, faithful handful, who have partially 
apprehended the meaning of my mission, 
and have caught something of the spirit 
of my life, you are to be rubbed into that 
mass to sweeten it, to arrest decomposition, 
to stay corruption, to give flavor to its 
insipidity, and to save it from falling to 
pieces of its own wickedness.’ Ye are the 
salt of the earth: ye are the light of the 
world.’ ” 


INTRODUCTION 


Danger to be Avoided 


If the salt loses its savor (tang) or the 
light is hidden, it is useless, and if the 
church of Christ loses its essential nature, it 
too is “good for nothing” (vs. 13). Dr. 
Barnhouse writes, “We must understand 
that Satan has two different counterfeits 
of the obedience of faith. He has one set 
of men who want doctrines without obedi- 
ence and another set who want obedience 
without doctrines. The first become funda- 
mentalist charlatans; the second become 
modernistic seducers. Doctrine and doing 
are like two parts of salt. Salt is composed 
of two poisons, sodium and chlorine. If you 
should take either of the two poisons you 
would die. But if you combine them prop- 
erly, you have sodium chloride, and that 
is common table salt, without which there 
is no savor for food, and indeed, no life 
or health to our bodies. Let us be careful, 
then, not to seek a religious life without 
being surrendered to the great doctrine of 
revealed truth. Let us also be careful not 
to hold the great truths of orthodoxy with- 
out surrendering our bodies a living sacri- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
our reasonable spiritual service.” We are 


the light of the world, let us avoid being 
“blacked out,” for this poor world desper- 
ately needs the light that only those in 
vital touch with Christ can give (II Cor. 
4: 6). If our gospel is hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost; there is only one light- 
house in the world, and if that light is 
shrouded how great is the darkness! Are 
we staying corruption in the world? Are 
we shedding abroad such a light as is 


* attracting men to God (vs. 16)? If not, we 


have fallen into that ineffectiveness against 
which Christ warned us, and the reaction 
of the world we are sent to help will be to 
“walk over us” as being useless (vs. 13b). 


Righteousness to be Revealed 


Salt is most useful when sprinkled, light 
more effective when concentrated. The two 
metaphors portray the dual aspect of 
Christian discipleship, for we are sprinkled 
over the world to preserve it from corrup- 
tion, yet the conglomerate effect is of “a 
city that is set on a hill.” Such a city, 
Safed, was. probably in view from where 
they sat; it was 2,650 feet high and com- 
manded one of the finest panoramic views 
in Palestine. The Church of Christ is just 
as prominent—it cannot be hid, but its 
light is often under a bushel; and while 
men see the city in the form of the outside 
organization of the Church, they catch no 
hint of the inner light! The illumination 
of the Church of God is the good works of 
its members (vs. 16) and the manifest 
righteousness of their lives; for the rejected 
scribes and Pharisees had plenty of religious 
knowledge but Christ demands of His dis- 
ciples a higher standard, without which they 
shall not enter the Kingdom of heaven 
(vs. 20). Anger and provocation (for ““Raca” 
was an expression of insolent contempt) 
must be put away (vs. 22) and reconcilation 
sought with those who have something 
against us before we can worship (vss. 23- 
4)—a provision that, if practiced by those 
who profess to be disciples of Christ, would 
revolutionize our church life! Adultery, in 
thought as well as deed, must be recognized 
for what it is (vss. 27-30) and the vows of 
marriage kept sacrosanct (vss. 31, 32); our 
word should be our bond, and the whole 
temper of our lives gracious and forbear- 
ing (vss. 33-42). Neither may we excuse our- 
selves by the actions of others, for our con- 
duct in these respects is to be the same to 
our enemies as to our friends (vss. 43-48). 
We can see now what Christ meant when 
He likened His disciples to salt and light; 
for if we really obeyed these commands of 
His, the impact of His disciples on business, 
society, national, and international affairs 
would be tremendous! During and after the 
famous Welsh revival the law courts were 
closed through lack of business. It was not 
that a social gospel was preached—for people 
are only saved by the blood of Christ, and 
thousands were nightly saved in that revival 
—it was that after they were saved they 
appreciated the social implications of the 
gospel they believed, and obeyed the Christ 
they served. Let us go and do likewise, 
and then the world will “sit up and take 
notice.” 


In the Authorized ver- 
sion the last verse of the 
fifth chapter is phrased as a command 
impossible of entire fulfillment here on 
earth, but the Revised Version makes 
the meaning clear by a slight adjustment: 
“Ye therefore shall be perfect. . . .” The 
standard at which we have been looking is 
that of perfect love, for all is a breaking 
of love’s law whether it be hatred, provo- 
cation, anger, adultery, lying, or unforgive- 
ness. We have not reached perfection, but 
are we pressing to it? 


SUMMARY 
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JANUARY 27, 1957 
Needs that Jesus Meets 


Background Scripture: Matthew 8:1—9:34 
Devotional Reading: James 5: 13-20 
Memory Selection: Matthew 9:2 


Our passage today is an 
illustration of the total 
inadequacy of describing Christ solely as 
the “Greatest Teacher.” True, the teaching 
in Matthew 5—7 is incomparable, but it 
does not stand alone, for Christ also brought 
the deliverance of the Savior, the healing 
touch of the Great Physician, and the power 
of God into human lives. He not only 
taught what mankind ought to be and do 
but offered the enablement to put the 
teaching into practice. He “went up into 
a mountain . . . and taught them “ (5:1,2); 
“when he was come down from _ the 
mountain, great multitudes followed him. 
And, behold, there came a leper and wor- 
shipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. And Jesus . . . touched 
him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And im- 
mediately his leprosy was cleansed” (8:1-3). 
Note carefully: He went up the mountain to 
teach; He came down to cleanse, heal and 
bless. It is the uniqueness of Christ that He 
not only teaches but regenerates. As said a 
Japanese student at one of our great uni- 
versities, “Our sacred books contain many 
noble precepts. Yours contains not only the 
precepts, but the secret of how to do them.” 

A Hindu, on being converted to Christ and 
then asked by his Hindu friends what was 
the vital difference between Hinduism and 
Christianity, replied simply “Christ.” We 
haven’t only a system of teaching or form 
of worship, we have the living Christ .as 
Savior and Lord, and that is why He meets 
our needs. Whether it be the leprosy of 
sin (8:3), the gnawing anxiety of the needs 
of a loved one (8:6), the restless fever of life 
(8:14), the multiplied sufferings of mankind 
(8:16-17), or hopelessly wrong priorities 
(8:22), Christ meets our needs, and the 
passage for the lesson today (9:1-13) sum- 
marizes those needs under three headings. 


EXPOSITION 
Forgiveness of Sins 


INTRODUCTION 


The picturesque details of Christ’s inter- 
view with the man sick of the palsy are given 
us by Mark (2:1-12) and Luke (5:17-26) 
and may easily be understood when we re- 
member the outside stairways, the lightly 
made roofs, and the pallet (the diminutive 
word is used for bed) on which the man was 
carried helpless to Christ, and yet subse- 
quently was able to take up (9:6). The over- 
riding need of all men is forgiveness of sins, 
though most are slow to recognize it and 
hence the substitution in many churches of 
social work for gospel preaching. If this 
man was brought to some of us today we 
should think only in terms of a hospital, 
psychiatrist, or social welfare fund! It may 
be that sin had brought him to his P hysical 
state; certainly it is sin that has brought 
mankind to its present physical condition, 
and every palliative that leaves sin un- 
touched is totally inadequate. So Christ 
first deals with sin and utters the cheering 
words of forgiveness (vs. 2) which only He 
can speak (vs. 6). It was faith that brought 
this man to Jesus (vs. 2), and it still is by 
faith that we can hear those blessed words, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee,” and know 
the joy on earth (vs. 6) of divine libera- 
tion. 

“My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious 

thought! 

My sin—not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His Cross: and I bear it no 

more: 
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord O my 
soul. 
Christ meets our needs, and He ins b 
cleansing us from all sin (I John 1:7-9) 
which, whether or not we recognize it is 
our first and greatest requirement. 


Healing 


The scribes questioned Christ’s authority 
to forgive sins (not audibly [vs. 3] but that 
makes no difference to the One who knows 
the thoughts and intents of our hearts 
[Heb. 4:12]—a truth we do well frequently 
to remember), and there follows the healing 
of this paralyzed man. It was, as Jesus 
specifically said (vs. 6a), a sign or demon- 
stration of His authority in the realm of 
forgiveness of sins; not a universal offer of 
healing, enticement to believe, or an ad- 
vertising medium. Not all the sick whom 
Jesus met were healed (e.g., John 5:2-9, 
John the Baptist, etc.), neither was the gift 
of healing always manifested in the Acts of 
the Apostles, as the death of Stephen and 
others indicates. At a time when the sub- 
ject of miraculous healing is prominent in 
the church it must be taught: (a) that 
Christ can and does heal; (b) that this gift 
is not invariable, and (c) that it should 
demonstrate to us His authority in the 
spiritual realm. This man walking down 
the road with his pallet was giving primarily 
a gospel message, not a talk on healing! 
There should always be a practical demon- 
stration in our lives of any spiritual ex- 
perience. If we read this and say, “Why 
am I not healed of sickness?” we surely miss 
the heart of the lesson, which is, “Christ 
has forgiven me my sins; what evidence do 
I give of His transforming power?” 


Renewing 


Matthew loved money—and as such he 
was one of a long line that.is not yet ex- 
hausted! The Roman taxation system that 
gave a district to a man and let him ex- 
tract more or less what he could, pocketing 
the difference between what he collected 
and what he paid in, made the taxgatherer 
hated on the grounds that he represented 
the foreign power and made himself rich at 
the expense of his compatriots. As many a 
man has found since, the indulged love of 
money soon leaves you with little else left 
to love. Like every other sin and vice, it is 
a jealous mistress and completely dominates 
the life. Such was Matthew's condition—a 
state paralleled by multitudes today who 
are in the grip of alcoholism, jealousy, tem- 
per, love of money, and other devils whose 
name is legion. Christ called Matthew to 
discipleship (he had most probably heard 
His teaching before), and, upon responding 
to that call, the taxgatherer finds the 
chains that bound him are broken and he 
can leave his money-grabbing business to 
follow Christ (vs. 9). It is an abbreviated 
account of a mighty change that yet can 
come just as simply to anyone. Christ had 
power on earth to forgive sins, and He also 
has power on earth to break chains, for as 
Wesley said: 

“He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 

He sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean, 

His blood avails for me.” 

Throughout nearly 2,000 years of church 
history Christ has been breaking the chains 
of those who follow Him, and we must 
never be content until we know to the 
full His liberating power. 


SUMMARY In each case recorded in 
our background Scripture 
there was personal contact between Christ 
and those who sought Him, which issued 
in a radical change. It is that vital rela- 
tionship with Christ that is essential to 
personal blessing and potency in testimony. 
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LUTHER SPEAKS FROM THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT AND THE MAGNIFICAT 


Luther’s Works—Vol. 21. The Sermon on 
the Mount: The Magnificat. Con- 
cordia 383 pp. $4.50. Index. 


Reriewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


About a year ago, the Concordia Pub- 
lishing House of St. Louis, Mo., in col- 
laboration with the Muhlenberg Press 
of Philadelphia, presented the first of 
a series of volumes that when finished 
will give to the English-speaking world 
all the important works of Martin Lu- 
ther. There will be fifty-five volumes in 
all. Volume XII, Luther’s commentaries 
on the Psalms, was printed last year; 
another volume on the Psalms is to be 
done this year. 

Volume XXI has just been presented 
to the reading public. Luther presents 
his works on the Sermon on the Mount 
and the Magnificat—Mary’s great song 
of praise. To read these sermons is a 
pleasure, to study them is a blessing, to 
meditate upon them is to be carried to 
the throne of grace. 

Luther again shows his facility in pre- 
‘senting heavenly truth in earthy lang- 
uage. He is speaking to real people, 
peasants of the earth for the most part, 
and his virile vocabulary is his virtue. 
This does not mean that his plainness 
of speech limits his complexity of 
thought. Indeed it enhances it. The 
princes may shy away from the barbari- 
ties of his words, but they must be over- 
whelmed :t the rapier-like thrusts of 
his reasoning, crushing the scholarly 
pretender by the sheer force of his logic. 
Luthe?’s great heart of devotion is shown 
again and again. His glory in the Word 
of God, his gratitude for the privilege 
of preaching the gospel, his delight in 
being a curate of souls, is seen through- 
out the work. 

The advice that Luther gave to preach- 
ers then, may well be followed now: 

“As I have said, this is also a part 
[for the preacher to open his mouth] of 
the preacher’s duty. He should not keep 
his mouth shut nor perform his office 
publicly merely so that everyone must 
keep quiet and let him take his place 
as one who has a divine right and com- 
mand. But he should also open his 
mouth vigorously and confidently, to 
preach the truth that has been entrust- 


Mr. Keiper, a contributing editor of ETERNITY 
magazine, teaches Greek at the Philadelphia 
Bible Institute. 
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ed to him. He should not be silent or 
mumble, but testify without being fright- 
ened or bashful. He should speak out 
candidly without regarding or sparing 
anyone, let it strike whomever or what- 
ever it will. It is a great hindrance to a 
preacher if he looks around and worries 
about what people like or do not like 
to hear, or what might make him un- 
popular or bring harm or danger upon 
him. As he stands high on a mountain 
in a public place and looks around 
freely, so he should also speak freely 
and fear no one, though he sees many 
kinds of people and faces.” 

Luther's comment on St. Matthew 
6:33 shows the reformer at his gospel 
best: 


“Now what does it mean to ‘seek’ 
this kingdom? What is the method of 
reaching it, and what way or path leads 
to it? Here one points in one direction, 
another in another. This is what the 
pope teaches: ‘Run to Rome and get 
an indulgence, confess and do penance, 
read or hear mass, put on a cowl, and 
discipline your self with long services 
and a strict ascetic life.’ We used to 
run in every direction we were told to 
run, like crazy and foolish people. We 
all wanted to seek the Kingdom of God, 
but alb we found was the kingdom of the 
devil. For there are many ways, but they 
are all departures from that one way of 
believing in Christ and practicing and 
applying the Gospel, to which faith 
clings.” 

The editors were thoughtful to include 
two good indexes—subject and Scripture 
texts, which enables a student of Luther 
to turn to any part of the work and 
follow Luther’s teaching on a given sub- 
ject. There is a wealth of sermonic illus- 
tration for the preacher, a source of in- 
spiration for the layman, and a mine of 
information for the student. All three 
will be lifted to the throne of grace 
through a reading of this great work. 





Revival Times in America, by Fred W. 
Hoffman. Wilde 189 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


Many Christians are growing up to- 
day without a knowledge of our im- 
mediate American spiritual heritage. 
This author colorfully and popularly 
presents the vital story of revival times 
in America from 1620 to 1956. He also 
uncovers its earlier roots in the Refor- 
mation. 

Readers will be illuminated and 
warmed in heart through the vividly 
described experiences of such spiritual 
giants of America as: Edwards, White- 
field, Finney, Moody, Chapman, Sun- 
day, Smith, and Graham among many 
others. These are the essential personali- 
ties standing as evidences of God’s will- 
ingness. The book calls for the prayer 
and passion that will bring God’s power 
upon church and nation. 

This book is commended by the heart. 


Devotional Studies of Old Testament 
Types. Fred Hartley Wight, Moody, 
251 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by George W. Carson 


This expositional, predominantly 
Scripture-filled book is exactly what the 
title suggests. It deals briefly with types, 


each of which brings into focus some 
specific aspect of Christ which the av- 
erage Bible student might fail to see. 
Typical among his studies are: the High 
Priest and his garments; the Day of 
Atonement; the Cities of Refuge, etc. 
One is impressed with the fine moral 
teaching and evangelical flavor. Although 
the reader gains an impression of min- 
utiae on the part of the author, the lat- 
ter does not seek to unlock doors for 
which he has no key. His attitude is one 
of the teacher in the classroom. In fact, 
many of his statements must represent 
answers to students’ questions. His notes 
reveal a distinctly conservative bent, and 
he supplies reasons for his quite fixed 
opinions. Not all readers will accept his 
conclusions, but ministers and laymen, 
students and teachers alike will be grate- 
ful for these carefully written ideas 
which bristle with scriptural interest, and 
which will prove of great help toward a 
better understanding of Law and Grace. 


Laymen At Work. George Stoll. Abing- 
don. 93 pp. $1.75. 
Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


George Stoll has served as chairman of 
the Laymen’s Committee on Institutions 
of Louisville, Ky., for a number of years. 
This committee of laymen seeks to 
minister to the needy folk of the city. 
Their work takes them to jails, hospitals, 
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mental institutions—in fact, any place 
in which their witness for Christ and the 
church can be effective. And what Stoll’s 
group of Christians has done in Louis- 
ville can be duplicated in cities, towns, 
and villages across the land if laymen are 
willing to let their light shine in areas 
and environments not usually touched 
by evangelicals. This practical story of 
Christianity-in-action may well stimulate 
the formation of other Christian lay- 
men’s organizations. It is worthy of a 
careful reading. 


To The Far Corners. George Burnham. 
Revell. 160 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


A drunken newspaperman, made a 
new creature in Jesus Christ, travels 
with Billy Graham to the Orient to get 
a story for syndicated presentation. 
George Burnham, reporting for a Chat- 
tanooga newspaper as well as six hun- 
dred other papers, wrote the story of 
what he saw and heard in his fellow- 
ship with Billy Graham during this 
journey to the far corners. The book 
contains a number of brief incidents 
selected out of the busy life and ministry 
of the evangelist with comments by the 
author. Excerpts from Billy’s diary add 
to the realism of the story. Just a few of 
the anecdote titles: Hotel Lobby Ser- 
mon, Nehru Listens, Beware of Pick- 
pockets, A Thankful Leper, Russian 
Overture. This record of Billy Graham’s 
activities in the Far East will give much 
cause for praise and gratitude to the 
Lord. 


The Cross in the Experience of our 
Lord. R. A. Finlayson. Parry Jackman, 
Ltd. 95 pp. $1.50. 


Reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief 


England publishes many little books, 
and this is a good one. Each summer in 
Wales there is a Keswick convention, 
daughter of the famed English conven- 
tion. It is held in Llandrindod Wells. 
In 1954 Professor R. A. Finlayson of 
the Free Church College in Edinburgh, 
gave the Bible readings at this con- 
vention. The six studies may have been 
written in a few weeks, but they were 
prepared over the course of a lifetime. 
This is a rich and deep well. Christians 
will read this with tears of joy and 
gratitude. The first section is “The 
Creator as Redeemer”; the last five 
studies concern “The Cross in the Ex- 
perience of our Lord.” All will profit 
richly here. 

Modern Rivals to Christian Faith, by 
Corenelius Loew, Layman’s Theologi- 
cal Library; Westminster 95 pp. $1.00. 

Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 
The thesis of this book is that Ameri- 


cans are idolatrous in that they put 
secondary concerns in the place of God, 
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man’s primary concern. In one chapter 
the author discusses science and human- 
ism; in another jingoistic Americanism; 
in another the idolization of democracy. 
He lumps Peale and Graham together 
in one chapter: says of Graham that “he 
is just the kind of person Norman 
Vincent Peale tells us we can become.” 
(p. 61). He criticizes optimistic religious 
liberalism and literalistic fundamental- 
ism. For all of these movements or per- 
sons he offers some simple, to-the-point 
criticisms at the layman’s level of com- 
prehension. 

Theologically there is some of Niebuhr 
and a trace of Tillich (Loew studied un- 
der both). Sin is defined as basically 
idolatry, and Jesus Christ is God’s rem 
edy who saves us from our idolatry. With 
the critical side of the book there is 
much we can assent to; e.g., humanism is 
wrong in its worship of humanity; any 
easy alliance between Christianity and 
democracy must be viewed suspiciously; 
putting Americanism above Christianity 
is idolatrous, etc. With the general theo- 
logical orientation we cannot agree, for 
although a measure of orthodox vocab- 
ulary is used, the content is Niebuhr- 
ian. 

The Prophets—Pioneers to Christianity. 
by Walter G. Williams, Abingdon 
223 pp. $3.50. 

Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 

Walter G. Williams, Professor of Old 
Testament Literature at Ilif School of 
Theology in Denver, Colorado, has 
drawn on a vast background of arch- 
eological study. He deals first with meth- 
ods of study in biblical literature and 
the contribution of archeology to this 
study. The distinction between priest 
and prophet is next described along 
with the function of prophecy. Finally 
the author elaborates on the individual 
lives of the various prophets and relates 
their messages to the present day. 

For those interested in archeology and 
its illumination of biblical literature 
and history, this book will hold a great 
fascination. Dr. Williams demonstrates 
throughout the book, however his acqui- 
escence to the old critical school and the 
evolutionary idea of God. 

The Minor Prophets. Theodore Laetsch. 
Concordia. 566 pp. $5. 

Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 

In 1952, the first in what purports to 
be a series of Bible commentaries, came 
from the presses of Concordia written 
by this same author and featuring Jere- 
miah. Dr. Laetsch’s latest contribution, 
standing alone in the contemporary 
ranks of scholarly studies of this section 
of the Bible, will make an immediate 
name for itself. It is a frank and 
thorough analysis of each prophet’s 
writing, treated in a section-by-section 
manner. 

A tremendous amount of research in 
historical, social, cultural, critical, and 
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linguistic areas has gone into the writing 
of this volume. Dr. Laetsch, for twenty 
years on the faculty of Concordia Theol- 
ogical Seminary, has a wide acquaint- 
ance with outstanding works of con- 
temporary as well as past writers. He 
is a thorough Hebrew scholar, capably 
interpreting the Hebrew Old Testament. 

The author holds a thoroughly con- 
servative position throughout his ex- 
egesis of the minor prophets, even to the 
point of maintaining the dating system 
of Bishop Ussher. He is not a dispensa- 
tionalist and holds to the fulfillment of 
many of the prophecies of the Kingdom 
in the Christian Church in the coming 
messianic age. A complete yielding to 
the final supernaturalism of the Bible is 
found inter-woven through the whole 
book. The author has no doubt what- 
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“If only we had more straightforward 
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Congressman. 
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ever that God did exactly what the 
Word says He did—that the things writ- 
ten in the minor prophets really hap- 
nened. 


Each period of prophets is introduced 
by an historical background; the biblical 
text is translated anew; the critical ap- 
paratus, the commentary, and the 
author’s analysis of the text follow. A 
topical index greatly enhances the work. 

Significant commentaries on this por- 
tion of the Scriptures are at a premium. 
This outstanding book without doubt 
will be a highly prized addition to the 
library of any minister, teacher, semin- 
arian or other Bible student. A superb 
commentary that will certainly become 
a theological stand-by for years to come. 


A New Look at Job. A. Earnest Wendt 
‘(Vol. 1). Christopher. 112 pp. $2. Job 
Beneath the Surface (Vol. 2). Green- 
wich. 124 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


These books, written two years apart, 
present a selective study of certain por- 
tions of the book of Job. Author Wendt, 
an ordained minister, has the interesting 
faculty of associating current events with 
the biblical text, and he deals with im- 
portant issues relating to the Christian 
faith; e.g., evolution, juvenile delin- 
quency, and “one-worldism” and the 
U.N. Frequent mildly derogatory re- 
marks about man’s many illnesses accom- 
pany the hint that, should he engage 
in large-scale health programs and eat 
his vitamins, man would have no need 
of doctors and hospitals. 


Principles of Expository Preaching by 
Merrill F. Unger. Zondervan. 267 pp. 
$3.50. 


Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


It is a habit among contemporary 
evangelicals to expect from Dr. Unger a 
book that has structure and substance 
to it. In this book preachers will find a 
comprehensive handling of the practi- 
cal details that face them as they seek 
to obey the divine command to “preach 
the Word.” Opening with a plea for 
expository preaching, Unger explores 
the dearth of such preaching and em- 
phasizes the benefits accruing to preach- 
er and people when it is employed. 
Then the author rolls up his own ex- 
positional sleeves and having defined 
biblical exposition, parades the specific 
tools and devices of the art-pointing out 
the laboratory use of the same. One gets 
a sense of familiarity with the tools but 
also a sense of ways and means to keep 
the tools sharp for evangelical use on 
the firing-line of the true faith. 

This book will win its own way to a 
permanent place on the preacher’s desk. 
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rials, electric range and refrigerator. $21, 
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Raton, Fla. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 22) 
within Greece. The membership of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in the World 
Council of Churches and in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in _ this 
country is a striking thing and might be 





| rightly described as hypocritical, in view 
of their actions at home where they are 
in total control. 
LIQUOR AND ACCIDENTS 

Dr. George T. Harding, President of 
the Harding Sanitarium ‘in Worthing- 
ton, Ohio, has stated that 60 per cent of 
the nations’ four million alcoholics come 
from disturbed or insecure homes. Male 
alcoholics outnumber women six to one. 
He further cited the statistics of a recent 
survey reporting that 56 per cent of the 
teenagers of 90 communities said they 
got their first drink in their own homes. 
Dr. Harding said, “The only cure for 
alcoholism is not to drink.” He further 
stated that five million arrests for 
drunken driving last year “show that a 
man addicted to alcohol cannot be tem- 


perate.” William H. Veale of New 
Haven, Connecticut, President of the 
National Foundation for Highway 


Safety, said that 70 per cent of all high- 
way accidents are “liquor related.” 
CH°LDREN AND THE GOSPEL 

Children are able to understand the 
gospel much earlier in life than some 
people think. The “news letter” pub- 
lished by the Fourth Presbyterian Church 
in Washington, D. C., tells the story of 
the music director of that church and 
his little daughter, Pamela. “Recently 
he was talking with her about Christ’s 
gift of salvation freely offered to us and 
trying in a somewhat labored and back- 
ward way, he said, to make the explana- 
tion simple and clear for a child’s mind 





to grasp. “Daddy,” Pamela said, “What 
| you mean is that we need a Jesus-trans- 
| fusion to have eternal life.” The little 
| girl has been an invalid for some time, 
and her life has been maintained 
| through more than 150 blood transfu- 
sions. She clearly understands that her 
| life depends upon receiving through the 
| sacrificial giving of others what she can- 
| not manufacture herself. Commenting 
on this story, the news letter continues, 
| “Being sinners we do not have, cannot 
| buy, earn, or manufacture eternal life 
| for ourselves or for anyone else. Our 
| Creator alone can give this to us. He 
who alone made us mortals can make 
us. immortal. Jesus bought us and 
brought us this gift. He has promised 
}us His Holy Eternal Spirit to dwell 
within us if we acknowledge our sins, 
repent of our self-will, ask His forgive- 
ness, surrender our lives to follow His 
commands and put our trust in Him 
only—Who alone is able, to save us from 





| the difficulties and impossibilities of life 


caused both by circumstances and by 
ourselves.” 


CONSIDER HIM 











Olive Wyon 


In prayer it is far more 
important to turn our 
minds to Christ than it is 
to think of self. These 
three meditations are in- 
tended as “pointers” to 
help our prayers become 
Christ-centered—to make 
him live in our hearts. 
The subjects are Jesus in 
the Upper Room, in 
Gethsemane, on the 
Cross—supreme events of 
the Crucifixion. An in- 
troduction on medita- 
tion is included. $1 


A SIMPLE GUIDE 
TO PRAYER 


John Underwood 
Stephens 


” Anyone who can 
breathe can pray. Yet 
there are many of us who 
want te pray, who need 
to pray—-who do not 
know how to pray. It is 
for these people that this 
book is intended—for the 
individual who seeks 
closer communion with 
God through a richer 
life of prayer. The con- 
tent of. true prayer is 
here explored in depth. 
The beginner is shown 
when and how to pray, 
and prayer is revealed as 
vital and enriching for 
all who understand and 
practice it. $2 
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JUNGLE. DOCTOR 
azn aki 5 ees ‘ -* (Gontinued from page 21)'*~- 
I h . Leis B bl, ge and then she would move over to the 
: nN C 00sing a Z 4 vio | side and speak soothingly as mothers do. 


I looked ‘at my watch. It was just ‘ten 


you rightly "«: | o'clock. I could hear a hyena. howling 
outside, and inside the courtyard where 
want the best the cattle were, I could hear them 


stamping, and making peculiar lowing 


a 8 sounds. Further out in the jungle came 
In a Cambridge Buble the roar of a lion. I took out my ther- 


mometer, shook it down, and put it un- 

















; der the child’s arm and held it in posi- 
the best in the tion. I waited a couple of abso 
‘ : I waited the mother said to me: 
. world 1S y ours ; “Bwana, you know the story that you 
told me a very short while ago—the one 
about, the Son of God—how He.healed 

the girl? Tell it to me agairi.” 
, BEST...in fine printing “I will,” I said, “just a moment till 
I see what the cipimo tells us about the 

* BEST...in strong, thin Paras P 
white. paper The thermometer recorded 101. dé- 
grees. A gourd with water in it was 
BEST...in supple, durable brought to the child’s lips. She settled 
h down comfortably, and I saw the blan- 
leat er ket that had been taken from the father, 
after a considerable fuss about it, tucked 
- round her shoulders. 

evi I sat back on my larger stool and lean- 
ss ‘CAMBXIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS ed against the mud wall. Something 
vey ai vv moved in a crack in the wall. Picking 
ot +1 gta. ; up a straw from the floor, I pulled out 
v : . from the crack a great tick. I didn’t lean 
~ The world's oldest Bible publisher against the wall on more. I knew a tick 


bite would mean death to a European. 
I leaned forward and said: . 
“Now, listen, I'll tell you again’ the 
story of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
and the things He did when He was on 
earth. Behold, there was once a great 
‘one of the tribe in which He was born. 
He lived just to the north of Africa, in 
a place that we’ now call Palestine. This 
: great one heard what Jesus had done. 
Rev. C. 8. Lovet, His little daughter was very ill, and he 
os ppt sent and asked that teted- mae come 
and touch her and heal her, because 

she was his only child.” 
Said the woman, looking at the child 
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* “1 used to feel unhappy about growing old. 
I felt advancing years would put an end to the ac- 


tive, useful life | had led. | was afraid I'd be put on in front of her, 
the shelf as far as Christian service was concerned. “She is my only child, Bwana. Seven 
“Then | heard about PTL Annuities. (PTL stands for children have been born to me, but she 


teste) - ine oni ag he pate ereptiogar is the only one alive, and I thought that 


“| discovered that through ‘nvesting my savings she would die too.” 





in a PTL Annuity | could accomplish two wonderful “Well,” I said, “listen to the story. 

: things: The great one came to Jesus and ¢ould 
© ee eo Siee a not get Him to come quickly to the 

2. Oring the peace of Ged se hungry hearts ereund child because many people on the road 

the world. talked to Him. Many people‘ wanted 
“Imagine! At my age! (You may guess it but I'll Him to heal them, then suddenly 


never tell it) I’m still actively serving the Lord through the crowd came a man. He 
“IMA GI N. E?! Ps ote pr a msi race — ce “Figks said Ds the great one, ‘Your daughter is 
+ nee dead. Do not trouble the Bwana any fur- 


at me e "°° Completely without, obligation ther.’ But when Jesus heard. it. He said 
eee Pane A. KUNZ, ‘ 
tod andl to the great one, ‘Have no fear, only 


believe and she shall be healed.’ ‘Fhen 

The Docket , Testament, aagie He went with the great one. When Je- 
~ sus reached the house He wouldf’t al- 

low anyone to come in with Him-except 
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three of His followers and. the child’s 
father and mother. All the relations 


were standing weeping and making a 
great noise.” 


“Heh,” said the woman, “don’t I 
know how they do it here.” 

“Yes, it was just like that, and Jesus 
said to them, ‘stop weeping, she is not 
dead, but asleep.’ And they laughed at 
Him. Laughed, knowing that she was 
dead. But Jesus took her by the hand, 
and called to her, and said, ‘Rise, little 
girl,’ and. her spirit returned, and she 
got up instantly. And He ordered them 
to give her something to eat.” 

“Kah,” said. the woman, “Bwana, it 
happened?” ~ 

“Yes, it happened all right.” 

“Bwana, do you think it could hap- 


| pen again?” 


“Well,” I said, “we can talk to Jesus 
now because He died, but He came to 
life again, and He died to save us from 
far worse disease than your daughter 
has got—disease that kills souls, the part 


' of us that lives on and on.” 


“Ah,” said the woman, “I know.” 
“Well,” I said, “would you like to 


‘talk to Him now?” 


“Bwana,” she said, “this is witch- 
craft.” 

“No,” I said, “it’s not witchcraft. It 
is a very ordinary thing to do—to talk to 
the Son of God when you love Him, 
when you've given your life to Him.” 

“Eh,” said the woman, “Bwana, will 
you talk to. Him?” 

Soin the darkness of that hut, with 
the sick child in front of me, with all 
the noises of Africa round about me, I 
prayed and asked Jesus Christ, my Mas- 
ter, to use the methods that we had 
taken to help that little girl. 

When I had finished praying—and I 
prayed in the language the woman could 
understand—she said to me, 

“Bwana, I would like to serve Him, 
too.” 

Right through that night, I took the 
child’s temperature, gave treatment. I 
was bitterly tired. At dawn, the child 
was definitely improving. As I got up to 
go, because there was a day at hospital 
ahead of me, and a two-hour walk, the 
C.M.S. teacher came along. 

: “What, Bwana,” he said, “you still 
here?” 

: “Yes,” I said, then to the mother, 
“now take these pills and give them to 
the child at sunrise, at noon and at sun- 
sét. Do this for three days, and send me 
news.” 

I walked back to the hospital. 

. The news came regularly. Then one 
day the woman came into the pape. 
bringing the child. 

She said, “Bwana, truly your God, He 
is the One God.” 

I said, “Is He only my God?” 

“No,- ‘Bwana, Ben mine, ow, as well 
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...and gained 
her own security! 


“One of the best ways to bring 
about peace,” this good lady rea- 
soned, “‘is by bringing the light of 
te Gospel into far corners of the 
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with my limited means?” 3 


The American Bible Society sug- | 
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knew ‘any remaining principal 
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of translating and distributing the” 
Bible all over the world. 
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BENEDICTION 
(Continued from page 23) 

the direct and natural outcome of ex- 
periencing God’s Jove. Says Isaiah, “the 
work of righteousness shall be peace; and 
the effect of righteousness, quietness and 
assurance for ever’ (32:17). If the grace 
of God is the source of all blessing, and 
mercy the flowing river that brings that 
grace into’ our hearts, then peace is, to 
quote Dr. Maclaren, “the great still lake 
in the soul . . . which the flowing waters 
make.” Peace is the tranquility of the 
soul that is filled with God; it is the 
knowledge that for every need of our 
hearts there are abundant resources in 
God to meet them; it is to cease from our 
own works and rest our turbulent na- 
tures on the heart of God. 

Here then we have the all-embracing 
benediction as a gift from God. Is there 
nothing for us to do? Yes, we must re- 
ceive it. It comes via truth and love (vs. 
3b), which is willing obedience to Christ, 
who is the truth. In some arid countries 
the precious rain is lost becafise no re- 
ceptacles have been dug and the water 
races to the sea without bringing fertility 
% the dry and thirsty soil. God’s grace 
is flowing; God’s mercy is available; 
God's peace is offered. Are we eager re- 
cipients? JOY, LOVE, FREEDOM FROM FEAR, 
AND VICTORY OVER SIN may be ours for the 
receiving, and the result is, “Grace shall 
be with you, mercy, and peace.” Amen! 


BIBLE STUDY 
(Continued from page 19) 

The instruction given to Joshua in- 
cludes this second thought. God said, 
“Turn not from it to the right hand or 
to the left” (Josh. 1:7). 

To the beginner in Bible study it 
may be too soon to say that he knows 
exactly what he will secure out of every 
hour or half-hour that he spends over 
the open Word. Hardly as yet can he 
know what to expect. He can be quite 
certain that Christ will speak very plain- 
ly to him from the pages. Precious in- 
deed are those communications from the 
ascended, reigning Lord to nervous, 
earnest converts at their first begin- 
nings. They come hungry to the Word, 
and never are the hungry disappointed. 

In systematic Bible study, nonetheless, 
we dare not stay only with portions that 
have proved their inspirational worth. 
And here we must be patient. Why 
should we not, indeed, behave like tour- 
ists and show attention that is still more 
eager in the places that are unfamiliar 
or look strange ? At least we should re- 
member that much of the profit of regu- 
lar Bible reading will be cumulative. 
We shall perceive the gains from it in 
later life. Our aim must therefore be to 
cover all the terrain of God’s promise. 
“Every place that the sole of your foot 
shall tread upon, that have I given 
you.” (Josh. 1:3). 
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When we sit down with our Bible 
any day, we ought to know where we 
begin. Our study needs to be consecu- 
tive, and we commence where we last 
left off. It is essential to preserve our 
resolution to go straight ahead, not 
turning to the right or left. If a less 
attractive portion of Scripture falls 
within your plan, then overcome the 
lassitude that Suggests to your mind that 
you might have chosen a more succulent 
pasturage. Bestow an extra hour upon 
the uninviting book. Tackle it in a 
real ‘spirit of study, and watch the fas- 
cination grow! Always employ a note- 
book. Also for study purposes use a 
Bible that you can mark. Above all, set 
yourself a pattern and a program of re- 
search and meditation, and having done 
this, stick to it. The Holy Spirit greatly 
rewards such steadfastness. 

“Have not I commanded thee? Be 
strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest” (Josh. 1:9). 

The Bible will not degenerate into a 
mere textbook of ancient history or a 
manual of religion if we come to it al- 
ways expecting an encounter with our 
living Lord. The concluding monients 
of our study will become an act of wor- 
ship. True meditation issues in ‘praise, 
and ends in adoration. The adoration 
puts a new pattern of thanksgiving all 
through our life. We live as debtors, 
debtors to the whole wide world, once 
Christ has caught us up as captives in 
the train of His triumph. Our lurking 
discontent is gone. No longer do we 
shrink back from life, for fear that it 
may hurt us. “The Lord thy God is with 
thee, whithersoever thou goest.” This 
has become our confidence. 

In shert, it is not to learn facts that 
we take up our Bible, but to know God. 
The divine personality, so infinite and 
so unfathomable, lures us as lovers are 
lured. “Behold me, behold me’’—this is 
God’s command (Isa. 65:1). We read in 
order to become conscious afresh of 
God, conscious of His nearness, and 
conscious of His wisdom and His power, 
which dispel our fears. 

Then, we emerge from our time of 
Bible study with such a pervasive con- 
sciousness of God that the results will 
be apparent to others. Was it not for the 
specific purpose of making upon the 
world around us an unmistakable im- 
pact that God caused the Bible to be 
written? Then surely the common-sense 
way to employ the Bible is to give it 
the maximum opportunity for produc- 
ing its results through us. “Now let it 
work!” 

God put His precious Word within 
our hands in order that the great re- 
demptive purpose might be again and 
yet again fulfilled—“And the Word was 
made flesh.” 
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CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 
(Continued from page 17) 
us discrimination and moderation. Yet 
this is still a partial view. 

Some things are right to the con- 
science of one, yet wrong to the con- 
science of another. Conscience is indi- 
vidual and is subject to knowledge and 
growth. The growing conscience must 
ever be corrected by the Word, cleansed 
by prayer, and controlled by the Spirit. 

In like manner, what seems right at 
one stage of maturity in Christian life. 
will possibly seem wrong at another stage 
of maturity. Thus it must be added that 
one Christian may not impose the en- 
lightenment of his conscience upon an- 
other, nor judge another's understand- 
ing and conduct by his own maturity. 

Christian liberty is responsibility in 
action. A young Christian may be ex- 
pected to be enthralled with the liberty 
that is his in Christ, for this is a radically 
new part of his experience of Christ. 
It is also to be expected that with spiri- 
tual maturity there will come an ever- 
greater response to the limitations of 
that liberty. Paul told the Corinthians: 


“Take heed lest by any means this | 


liberty of yours become a stumbling- 
block to them that are weak.” 

Augustine expressed the paradox in 
these words: “Love God and do as you 
please.” The plain implication is that 
if one loves God, one will please to do 
only those things which are in harmony 
with that love. So far as our relationship 
to God is concerned, we may say: “Love 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all your 
heart, and do as you please.” So far as 
our relationship with others is con- 
cerned, we may add: “Love your neigh- 
bor with all your heart, and do as you 
please.” 

Three times Paul said to the Corin- 
thians, whose serious problem was that 
of unregulated conduct: “All things are 


lawful unto me.” Yet each time he | 


added “but,” and limited this liberty. 

First, Paul sets forth a principle that 
might be called the “Test of Personal 
Progress.” “All things are lawful unto 
me, but not all things are expedient” (I 
Cor. 6:12). The word “expedient” 
means “profitable.” A purposeful life in 
Christ will be built upon discrimating 
what is profitable and choosing that. 
Liberty will be willingly limited by 
choices of that which will add up to 
personal progress in things profitable 
for time and eternity. 

Second, in the same passage, Paul 
said: “All things are lawful unto me, 
but I will not be brought under the 
power of any.” This is the “Test of 
Practical Authority.” Liberty is de- 
stroyed whenever something freely in- 
dulged assumes the mastery. Habit- 
forming activities come under scrutiny 
here. Whatever asserts practical author- 
ity over the life is wrong. This mastery 
may hold sway in the desires of the inner 
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life. It may be the mastery of pleasure, 
of recreation, of acquisitiveness, of pres- 
tige, of security, etc. Liberty in Christ is 
maintained only so long as one main- 
tains practical authority over all things 
under the controlling influence of 
Christ the Lord. 

Third, Paul said: “All things are 
lawful unto me, but all things edify 
not.” (I Cor. 10:23). This is the “Test 
of Social Responsibility.” It is because 
one is related both to believers and to 
non-believers that it is important not 
to take liberties with one’s liberty. Paul 
said to the Romans: “Let us follow after 
the things . . . wherewith one-may edify 
another.” Each is responsible not only 
for his own spiritual growth, but for that 
of others. For the sake of others whose 
weaker conscience might be offended by 
our action, we refrain from some things, 
and we engage to do other things. 
Things that might otherwise be con- 
sidered irrelevant or inconsequential will 
be prayerfully discriminated. The 
liberty itself becomes important only as 
one is able to fulfill the highest purposes 
for which he is set free, and these pur- 
poses are the glory of the Lord and the 
welfare of men. Freedom becomes the 
very antithesis of selfishness. 

The paradox at the heart of Christian 
liberty is expressed in James’ Epistle, 
when he says: “He that looketh into the 
perfect law, the law of liberty, and so 
continueth, being not a hearer that for- 
getteth, but a doer that worketh, this 
man shall be blessed in his doing.” 
(James 1:25). Is it not evident that the 
earnest Christian who devotes himself to 
the Lord who set him free and to the 
principles which limit that liberty, will 
find the solution to his problem in the 
matter of conduct, no matter what that 
problem may be? Let every child of God 
glory in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath set him free—and let him be care- 
ful at all times not to take liberties with 
his liberty! 


ADVENTIST THEOLOGY 
(Continued from page 13) 


doctrine in the figurative sense as great 
heavenly realities, and teaches that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is still interceding for 
all Christian believers before the throne 
of His Father. It should be carefully 
observed here, that this doctrine of the 
investigative judgment in no way im- 
plies, in Seventh-day Adventist thinking, 
the concept of a dual or partially com- 
pleted atonement; rather, Adventists em- 
phasize a completed, final work ac- 
complished by Christ alone on Calvary 
for them as well as all believers, which 
atoning sacrifice is ministered or applied 
by Christ as our Great High Priest in 
heaven above (I John 1:7,9). 

As Dr. Barnhouse pointed out in his 
article in September the investigative 
judgment is purely a speculative dogma, 
inherent within the structure of Advent- 
ist theology, and when properly under- 
stood can offer no real objection to 
fellowship between Adventists and their 
fellow Christians. 

(3) The Scapegoat, a Teaching concern- 
ing Satan.—This particular doctrine was 
also discussed in the second article, 
where we saw that Adventists do not 
believe that Satan vicariously bears the 
sins of men. Rather, he bears only his 
own responsibility for the crime of 
tempting men to sin. It is not to be con- 
strued that he is a co-worker in the 
atonement with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Though the scapegoat interpretation (of 
Leviticus 16), is peculiar in the light of 
the usual historic interpretation, it is 
not heretical. And since this area of 
Adventist theology does not involve a 
denial of the completed atonement 
made by Christ alone, it certainly cannot 
be cited as a legitimate reason for re- 
fusing to fellowship with the Adventists. 
(4) The Seventh-day Sabbath.—This doc- 
trine is just plain historical Sabbatar- 
ianism, which the Seventh-day Advent- 
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ists took over from the Seventh-day 
Baptists. In the eyes of many it smacks 
of legalism, especially since the Ad- 
ventists claim that if one does’ not ob- 
serve the seventh-day Sabbath he is in 
disobedience to what they believe to be 
one of the express commands of the 
moral law;'or Ten Commandments as 
they describe it. But the Adventists also 
teach that those who keep Sunday in 
good faith and are honestly living up to 
all of the light that they have -on the 
issue do not have this disobedience im- 
puted to them. 

Contrary to this position, St. Paul 
tells us in the fourteenth chapter ‘of 
Romans that one man esteems one day 
above another, others esteem every day 
alike and that each should be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind, etc. In the 
second chapter of Colossians, Paul also 
tells us that days, feasts, ceremonials, 
types, etc., have all passed away at the 
cross. And in Colossians 2:16 and 17 the 
inspired apostle specifically mentions the 
Sabbaths, in the plural, clearly indicat- 
ing that as far as he was concerned the 
Sabbath issue was closed at Calvary. — 
(5) The Spirit of Prophecy.—The 
Seventh-day Adventist doctrine of the 

“spirit of prophecy” teaches that spiri- 
tual gifts did not cease with the apostolic 
church, but rather that they have been 
manifested through the years, and es- 
pecially so in the writings and work of 
Ellen G. White, prominent early leader 
in the Seventh-day Adventist denomina- 
tion. The Adventists maintain that Mrs. 
White was spécifically guided in penning 
counsel and instruction to the Seventh- 
day Adventist denomination. They és- 
teem her writings highly, which one can- 
not understand until one digests a suffi- 
cient quantity of them. They do not, 
however, put her writings on a parity 
with Scripture. 

Adventists regard the “spirit of 
prophecy” counsels of Ellen G. White 
as counsels to the Adventist denomina- 
tion, and there is no reason why this 
view should prohibit Christians of other 
denominations from having fellowship 
with Adventists, so long as Adventists 
do not attempt. to enforce upon their 
fellow Christians the counsels that Mrs. 
White specifically directs to them... 
(6) Health Reform (unclean foods, etc.). 
—The ministry of Mrs. White, through- 
out her many years of association with 
the Seventh-day Adventist denomina- 
tion, uniformly encouraged what. has 
been called “health reform.” This term 
is much broader than the matter of 
diet. Mrs. White believed and taught 
that the Scriptures give the best.outline 
for the care of the humgn - body, 
Throughout her life she gave to the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomination fre- 
quent counsels on health principles, in- 
cluding dietary matters. Many... indi- 
viduals outside the ranks of Adventism, 
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looking at these dietary restrictions 


- covering what they call “uncléan” foods 


(including pork, lobsters, crabs, and vari- 
ous other edibles, which were ‘all for- 
bidden ‘under the Mosaic law), have 
reasoned that Adventists are legalists in 
this realm and ought instead to consider 
themselves “under grace” and free to 
eat all things, as based upon Peter's 
vision in Acts 10:15. Here Peter saw a 
great sheet filled with all manner of 
beasts, creeping things, and fowls. In 
this connection, the Lord speaking to 
him, said, ‘“‘“What God hath cleansed call 
not thou common or unclean.” 

Adventists hold that this vision con- 
cerning the edibility of “all things” is 
symbolic, and they quote verses 28 and 
34, where Peter says, “God hath showed 
me that I should not call-any man com- 
mon or unclean” and adds, “Of a truth 
I' perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons.” 

In answer to the charge of Mosaic 
legalism, a prominent Adventist au- 
thority on the Old Testament, the Rev. 
W. E. Read, stated the denominational 
position when he wrote: 

“It is true we refrain from eating cer- 
tain articles as indicated, . . . but not 
because the law of Moses has any bind- 
ing claims upon us. Far from it. We 
stand fast in the liberty wherewith God 
has set us free. It must be remembered 
that God recognized ‘clean’ and ‘un- 
clean’ animals at the time of the flood 
(Gen. 7:2, 8; 8:20), long before there 
was a law of Moses. We simply reason 
that if God saw fit to counsel His people 
then that such things were not best for 
human consumption, and since we are 
physically constituted as are the Jews 
and all other people, that such ‘things 
can hardly be the best for us to use 
today. 

“It is primarily a question of health. 
We attach religious significance to the 
question of eating insofar as it is vital 
that we preserve our bodies in the best 
health. This we feel is our duty and 
responsibility, for our bodies are the 
temple of th Holy Spirit (I Cor. 3:16; 
6:19: II Cor. 6:16).” 

It will be seen that, in the Adventist 
view, certain principles of the Mosaic 
law are still operative today regarding 
the question of foods, just as certain 
other features of the Mosaic law are 
operative today regarding other truths 
carried over from the Old Testament to 
the New Testament; but these are not 
forced upon Adventists in a legalistic 
way, except as they personally feel moral 
responsibility or where their conscience 
is concerned. That certain features of the 
Old Testament law are taught in the 
New Testament, no informed theologian 
will deny, and these were not abolished 
at-Calvary (See I Sam. 14:32, 33; Deut. 
6:5; 10-12, 36, and compare with Acts 
15: 28, 29; 21:25; Matt. 19:19; 22:39; 
Rom. 13:9; Gal. 5:14). 
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The membership of the Adventists, 
niow past the million mark, is scattered 
over most of the countries of the earth. 
Fhey consistently seek to use the best 
foods available in the various lands, as 
circumstances permit, while conscien- 
tiously avoiding that which they regard 
is “unclean.” Should any doubt that the 
\dventists have some ground on which 
to stand, they may check the instances 
where some Mosaic injunctions were 
carried over as moral responsibilities in 
the New Testament. 

We may not agree with Seventh-day 
Adventists on the problem of dietary 
health reforms, but St. Paul tells us, in 
Romans 14:2-4, that we ought not to 
judge another’s habits, etc., but leave 
such judgment unto the Lord. Further, 
that we ought to do nothing that would 
cause our brethren to stumble (I Cor. 
8:15). Therefore, so long as Seventh-day 
Adventists do not attempt to enforce 
upon their fellow Christians these die- 
tary restrictions this issue, too, fails to 
justify a refusal of fellowship. 

(7) The Remnant Church.—The last 
area of conflict between Seventh-day Ad- 
véntism and contemporary evangelical 
Christianity is the “remnant church” 
idea, espoused by early members of the 
Seventh-day Adventist denomination. 


Still taught in the denomination, though 
in a vastly different sense from its ori- 
ginal conception the idea is that Ad- 





ventists constitute a definite part of the 
“remnant church,” or the “remnant 
people” of God, of the last days. But 
they just as staunchly maintain that 
God’s true children, scattered through 
all faiths, are likewise included in this 
“remnant,” in contradistinction to some 
early writers in the movement who main- 
tained that the term “remnant” applied 
only to Seventh-day Adventists. 

These early writers, in their formative 
days, developed the idea that the 144,- 
000, mentioned in the book of Revela- 
tion, was the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in literal numbers. Such restrict- 
ed views have long since been repudiated 
by their leaders and the great majority 
of Adventists. 

Today, the term involves a time ele- 
ment—the “remnant church” indicates 
the great last segment of the true Chris- 
tian church of the Christian Era, exist- 
ing just before the second coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Adventists fur- 
ther recognize that God’s true followers 
everywhere, whom He owns as His 
people are true members of this “rem- 
nant,” which will constitute the Bride 
of Christ at His glorious return to usher 
in the Kingdom of God. 

If Seventh-day Adventist theology 
actually did maintain that they alone 
were the chosen or “remnant church,” 
and that other Christians were excluded. 
we might say that a definite reason exist- 
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ed for hesitation, where fellowship with 
them is concerned. But the denomina- 
tional position today clearly recognizes 
all true Christians as fellow members of 
the Body of Christ and part of the great 
last day “remnant people” to be mani- 
fested in the closing days of the age of 
grace. Some detractors still persist in 
quoting, outmoded or unrepresentative 
literature and out-of-context quotations 
not in harmony with the true denomina- 
iional position in an attempt to prove 
that the Adventists are rigid exclusivists 
on this issue. This assertion simply is 
not true! 

Summary 

As we draw this brief resumé of cur- 
rent Seventh-day Adventist beliefs to a 
close, we feel that the two questions that 
we set out to answer in the beginning 
have been satisfactorily covered in the 
light of verifiable contemporary evi- 
dence. It is definitely possible, we believe, 
to have fellowship with Seventh-day 
Adventists on the basis of their clear 
fundamental allegiance to the cross of 
Jesus Christ, and to the cardinal doc- 
trines of the Christian faith, regarding 
which Seventh-day Adventists are sound- 
ly orthodox. Despite their somewhat 
“heterodox” theological ideas in some 
areas, they are most certainly true be- 
lievers-in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As noted, the serious disagreement 
that might most naturally arise in three 
areas—sleep of the dead (and annihila- 
tion of the wicked); the Sabbath; and 
the sanctuary - investigative - judgment 
theory—can be greatly mollified by un- 
derstanding the true Adventist position 
on these doctrines. 

The leadership of the denomination 
is eager to see that this position be set 
forth in their literature and borne out 
in their activities throughout the world. 
There is no doubt that Seventh-day 
Adventists desire to receive and to ex- 
tend the hand of fellowship to all truly 
within the Body of Christ. The differ- 
ences that exist between Seventh-day 
Adventist theology and accepted historic 
orthodoxy, do not justify the attitude 
which many have held toward Seventh- 
day Adventism of either the recent past, 
or the present. Were it not for the fact 
that many Christian writers and pub- 
lishers have seemingly been concerned 
only with selling books, pamphlets, etc., 
and combatting certain phases of what 
they believe to be theological error in 
Adventist theology, instead of digging 
out the true, verifiable facts and pre- 
senting the whole picture, the Christian 
public today would have a much clearer 
concept of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. True Seventh-day Adventism, 
despite its differences from us,- is one 
with us in the great work of winning 
men to Jesus Christ and in preaching 
the wonders of His matchless, redeeming 


grace. 
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THE TRAGIC YEAR 
(Continued from page 9) 


Hungarian situation is exactly parallel. 
Many do not realize that the plains of 
Hungary form a vast bread basket fur- 
nishing unnumbered tons of wheat for 
Russia. It is doubtful that her economy 
could subsist without it. There is ab- 
solutely no difference between the action 
in Suez and that in Hungary. There 
were more casualties in Hungary, but 
dead Egyptians are just as dead as dead 
Hungarians. Both were murdered. 

Many decisions do not get into the 
papers. Sometimes events indicate the 
forces that caused them to happen. In 
the last moments before we go to press, 
the radio announces that Eden has been 
taken ill and that Butler will act as 
Prime Minister and that Eden may have 
to retire from the government because 
of illness. We would not be astonished 
to find that it was Eisenhower’s strong 
insistence that Eden must go that hasten- 
ed whatever fever Sir Anthony has. 

The picture of the year showed a ses- 
sion of the United Nations at the mo- 
ment of vote-taking. The United States 
and Russia, hands high and together, 
voted censure of England, France, and 
Israel and called for the cease-fire at 
Suez. The American vote was one of 
honor; the Russian vote, of cynicism. 
A few days later the U. N. voted on 
the Hungarian situation. While the 
action was not nearly so strong, the vote 
was the same—an honorable United 
States voting this time with a dishonor- 
able Britian and France against a dis- 
honorable Russia. We are not lily-white 
as a nation, and we must constantly 
cry, “I am a man of unclean lips and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of un- 
clean lips,” but in these matters our 
leadership has been good, and our posi- 
tion has strengthened the U.N. and 
given further moral leadership to a 
world that is in such need of a continu- 
ing witness for righteousness. 

That Britain still has a conscience 
was demonstrated by the spontaneous 
movement against Eden on the part of 
so many elements of the population. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury opposed 
the Egyptian murders. Unfortunately 
York condoned them. 

God has said, “He who justifies the 
wicked, and he who condemns the 
rightous are both alike an abomination 
to the Lord” (Prov. 17:15). And again, 
“Those who forsake the law praise the 
wicked, but those who keep the law 
strive against them” (Prov. 28:4). 

One or two remarkable facts emerged 
from the Suez crisis. Israel, outnumbered 
four to one, swept with lightning speed 
across the Sinai Peninsula and over- 
whelmed the Egyptians. The best esti- 
mate of Egyptian power was in Ben 
Gurion’s quotation of Isaiah: “In that 
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day shall Egypt be like unto women: 
and shall be afraid and fear because of 
the shaking of the hand of the Lord 
of hosts, which he shaketh over it” (19: 
16). Ben Gurion was not Jehovah, and 
it may well have been Satan who led 
the Jews in this perfidious attack, but 
the Egyptians were indeed as women 
when they fought against the onrushing 
hosts of Israel. Within six days one 
fourth of Nasser’s army was routed. With 
losses of less than 150 killed, Israel con- 
quered a territory twice as large as its 
own previous area, killed 3,000 Egypt- 
ians and captured 7,000 more, and de- 
stroyed 12 jet planes. The booty was 
great—more than 100 tanks—mostly Rus- 
sian—200 artillery pieces, thousands of 
small arms, and enough gasoline to sup- 
ply Israel’s civilian needs for a year. 

I believe that those who consider that 
there was a serious threat from Russia 
in the Near East are misled. True, they 
landed a few planes in Syria, but they 
would not have moved against any show 
of real resistance. They were too oc- 
cupied at home and in Hungary. 

Perhaps the cartoon of the year was 
that published in the Indian Express of 
New Delhi. Bulganin and Khruschchev, 
who made such a triumphant tour of 
India at the beginning of the year, are 
shown, hands dripping blood, above the 
prostrate body of Hungary. The caption: 
“Come on, Quick! Let’s go wash our 
hands in the Suez Canal!” 

Man of the Year? The problem has 
some difficulties. What man most in- 
fluenced world events in the year that 
is just ending? There is no candidate 





from the Western Hemisphere. President 
Eisenhower achieved re-election but tna. 
was a foregone conclusion and had no 
effect on world events. In fact, our 
American election methods helped serve ' 
as a screen since Israel judged that. we 
would be so preoccupied during the 
week before elections that we would say 
nothing against their invasion of Egypt. 
It almost worked. There is no candidate 
from far Asia or from the islands of the 
sea. Eden may have the title of villain 
of the year, and has earned his place in 
the photograph flanked by the Russian 
monsters. France has slipped down the 
road to degradation too rapidly to pro- 
duce a candidate for the position. In 
Russia the only candidate might be the 
ghost of Stalin, for he exerted tremen- 
dous influence on the world by the act 
of de-Stalinization. Tito and Nasser are 
the only remaining candidates. 

We might have named Tito Man 
of the Year for a decade ago. His stand 
against Stalin aroused Russia at that 
time, and for a moment it looked as 
though he had committed political 
suicide. But with the revelations of the 
magnitude of Stalin’s crimes Tito took 
on such stature that his position was 
justified and inspired the start of revolu- 
tion in the satellite countries. The 
events that took place in Poland and 
to a much greater degree in Hungary 
stemmed from Tito’s position, and the 
vindication of his stand. 

But we pass to Nasser because of his 
proximity to the center of the world’s 
crisis. For the center of this world’s 
history lies not in the United States 
or in Russia, but in the land of Israel. 
The frontiers that have been sworn by 
God to Israel run from the river of 
Egypt, and this is a watercourse that is 
not an Egyptian stream at all, according 
to the best encyclopedias, but a little 
desert wady near the borderland of 
Egypt, perhaps the dividing line between 
Canaan and Egypt. In taking the Gaza 
strip the Jews regained that promised 
frontier a few miles from the Suez Canal. 

Nasser himself is an unimportant 
character. The second-guessers are saying 
that Eden accomplished his purpose by 
his war against Egypt, even though the 
pressure of the U.N. forced the cease-fire. 
Nasser, it is believed, may well have shot 
his bolt. But Nasser’s action precipitated 
the whole Eastern crisis. Some might say 
that Nasser didn’t act until Dulles with- 
drew support for the Aswan Dam pro- 
ject. But Dulles could not have acted 
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otherwise and Nasser’s arrogance drove 
him to seize the Suez. It should be 
realized, in all righteousness, that the 
Canal does belong to Egypt and she 
has as much right to control it as we 
would to control works within the con- 
tinental United States. But Nasser broke 
Egypt's contract for operation though he 
could probably have acquired the Canal 
by negotiation if he had been patient. 
He needed something to inflame the 
hearts of his people to follow him 
blindly. The Egyptians are weaklings; 
the Bible has given us much evidence 
of this, and weaklings need flamboyant 
actions from time to time, to bolster 
their egos. Nasser inspired them to a 
little self-respect for a while. And, in 
so doing, he affected the history of 1956 
more than any other man. For this rea- 
son, he is seen as Man of the Year. He 
knocked down the first domino in the 
line. The first toppled the second, and 
the second the third. By this time the 
chain reaction was in high speed. 

Unfortunately our deadline is several 
days before Thanksgiving. Our survey 
of the year necessarily omits the last five 
or six weeks of the year. Each year as 
we go to press I hold my breath a little, 
wondering if events of the final tenth 
of the year will bring forth personalities 
greater than those who have forced 
issues and made events in earlier months. 
Never has that suspense been more tense. 
But, as of late November Nasser is the 
man of the year, though he may be the 
deflated balloon of the year before the 
first of Janaury! 

Because of the biblical nature of the 
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crisis in the Near East, I have relegated 
the tragic events of Hungary to second 
place in this article. From an emotional 
point of view, our hearts would like to 
spend more time on this tragedy. Man 
of the Year might be some unknown 
Hungarian who ran out from hiding to 
die but who first succeeded in throwing 
a home-made bomb into a Russian tank 
and destroying it. 

America needs to learn the lesson of 
Hungary. The papers tell us that the 
Eisenhower landslide was because of the 
nation’s fear of war. Let us recall that 
Woodrow Wilson was elected President 
of the United States in 1916 on the plat- 
form, “He kept us out of war”; but we 
were at war thirty-three days after his 
inauguration. A nation that is not will- 
ing to go to war to destroy a power 
capable of destroying a liberty-loving 
people may itself be destroyed. 

Once more, however, we are back at 
the problem of England. How can we 
call the Russians vile and monstrous 
when, according to the Manchester 
Guardian Britain has been guilty in this 
very year of a similar rape of Cyprus. 
During this year on that island there 


| have been 1) political hangings; 2) per- 
’ sons imprisoned without charge or trial; 


3) collective punishment and collective 
fines; 4) arrest without charge; 5) arrests 
even after charges and acquittal; 6) en- 
tire families evicted from their homes; 7) 
censorship; 8) persecution of church and 
exile of a bishop; 9) search and seizure 
of persons and homes without warrant 
at any time of day or night; 10) public 
assemblies prohibited; 11) freedom of 
speech and press curtailed; 12) no grand 
jury indictment; 13) no trial by jury in 
any criminal case; 14) writ of habeas 
corpus abolished; 15) severe curfews, in- 
cluding a 22-hour-a-day 8-day curfew in 
Nicosia, the capital; 16) radios jammed; 
17) children whipped; 18) schools closed. 
Such actions by atheistic Russians are 
understandable because amoral; such 
actions by the government of Britain 
are immoral. And I who write this have 
been an Anglophile all my life. It is 
hard to write thus about a nation much 
loved, and I know that my many friends 
in Britain weep for some of the things 
done in the name of their Queen. 
Leaving the Bible lands and Western 
Europe, we pass for a moment to Russia. 
Russian science advanced. New de- 
signs in aircraft appeared and the press 
was amazed at the plane that flew B & K 
to London for their spring visit. Russia’s 
new parachute surpassed anything 
known in the West, permitting a land- 
ing within 25 feet of target without 
damage. Russia’s new turbo-oil drill was 
better than anything known in Texas. 
How far has she advanced in H-bombs 
and guided missiles? 
The demytholigizing of Stalin ad- 
vanced rapidly. The city of Stalingrad, 





famed for its defense against Hitler, re- 
verted to its old name of Tsaritsyn. The 
formidable struggle for power within 
the Kremlin led to the fantastic four- 
hour speech of Kruschchev in which the 
crimes of Stalin were outlined. High 
honors go to the U.S. intelligence service 
which secured a copy of this speech, and 
to Dulles who released it to the world. 
It fell upon the Communist fellow- 
travelers like an H-bomb. It was soon 
interpreted to show that the present 
leaders of Russia were nice fellows who 
were repudiating such criminal acts. 
Hungary dispelled all that. Time re- 
ported: “The 20th century’s long parade 
of horrors through the villages of the 
Russian kulaks, on to the torture cham- 
bers of the Gestapo and the prisons of 
the Falangists, through the streets of 
Nanking and Lidice, past the ovens of 
Buchenwald and the lime pits of Katyn 
Forest, might have left governments too 
hardened and peoples too toughened to 
the news of wholesale brutality and 
murder. But the hot shiver of fury that 
circled much of the world last week 
showed that it has not truly calloused 
the human heart.” Five minutes of 
silence in Denmark; the Soviet con- 
sulate burned to the ground in Monte- 
video, Uruguay; the national assembly 
of South Viet Nam paraded through the 
streets of Saigon in mourning; Iceland 
took a second look at the proposal to 
eject U.S. troops there; Communist 
parties in many lands riven; riots in ten 
cities of France and the looting of the 
Communist newspaper building in Paris; 
mass demonstrations in every town in 
West Germany; fifty per cent of Italian 
Communists turned in their party cards; 
Oxford University Communist Club 
dissolved; solemn United Nations appeal 
for relief; the Pope’s fine message which 
aptly quoted God’s word to Cain: “The 
voice of thy brother’s blood crieth to me 
from the earth.” 

Never was Communist prestige so low 
in the entire world. Never was American 
moral leadership at a higher point. 

There is a tide in the affairs of men 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on 

to fortune. 

And, under God, the world is at one 
of those turning points of history 
which could lead to either instant catas- 
trophe or a long period of peace. A 
third alternative would be the road 
through compromise and bungling to 
continued tension and frustration. We 
are afraid that there will not be suffi- 
cient courage to follow the noble path, 
and that we will drift from crisis to crisis. 
All Christians should obey the Lord and 
pray for those in authority as never be- 
fore. And do not pray for peace, but for 
nobility of resolve that can lead to a 
longer period of peace. 

Let not my friends think that I am 
abandoning my lifelong conviction that 
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_ evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse (II Tim. 3:13). Our only true 
hope of peace is the Second Coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no other 
hope for this poor world. But we are not 
to act gleeful in the face of catastrophe 
and as if our duty were to help scuttle 
the ship. Even though on_ biblical 
grounds we know that the U.N. is 
doomed to ultimate failure, we must, of 
course, do everything in our power to 
follow paths of righteousness, and de- 
sire a peace that will be something more 
than temporary, even though human 
peace is never just or durable. 

I spent several months in the Far East 
during this year, but few events there 
were outstanding in the calendar, com- 
pared with the chaos in Hungry and 
Suez. 

Within Red China a most important 
step was taken; the Communists decided 
to reform the Chinese language and 
adopt an alphabet. The first publica- 
tions in the new form appeared. Im- 
mediately the men of Formosa declared 
against it. This may prove to be one 
of the most far-reaching decisions of 
the century. Undoubtedly the mass of 
future publications in Chinese will be in 
the new alphabet. The Overseas 
Chinese will be hopelessly outclassed. 
Bible societies and missionary groups 
must enlarge their budgets to cope with 
the new medium. It would be fatal not 
to follow. 

In the United States. we passed 
through an election year and went on to 
a bigger boom. The rising population, 
the flood of war babies grown up and 
soon wanting automobiles and new 
homes, the colossal expansion of our 
manufacturing potential, the advance of 
automation, all lead us to think that 
there will be more abundant prosperity 
than ever before. But, in a world where 
more than half the population lies down 
hungry each night, we may well wonder 
at our smugness and innate selfishness. 
We throw a bone to Hungary—perhaps 
even a couple of hundred million dollars 
for a bone—but we still go for gadgets 
and autos on an expanding scale. Our 
frenzied increase in living standards may 
well cause some people in the world to 
wonder if we did not make a mistake 
when we put “In God We Trust” on our 
postage stamps and got the name of God 
into the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
Perhaps they think we should have made 
it, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

Major fools in the United States in 
1956: the Psi Upsilon fraternity of 
Northwestern University. After having 
their picture taken which included their 
new pledge, Sherman Wu, son of former 
Formosa Governor K. C. Wu, they asked 
him to leave and had a second picture 
taken without him. They told Wu that 
he would degrade their house because 
he was Chinese. That incident will make 
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headlines throughout the emerging 
world and will offset a hundred million 
dollars’ worth of propaganda put out by 
the Voice of America. What is the voice 
of America, anyway? Why, oh, why are 
so many Americans ignorant of the fact 
that K. C. Wu and Authurine Lucy are 
better known to the millions in Asia and 
Africa than are the names of Dulles or 
Dewey, or any of our leaders of govern- 
ment, commerce or industry? 

In this connection mention could be 
made of a 1956 book by a Negro news- 
man. Carl T. Rowan spent a year in 
India and Southeast Asia, writing his 
experiences in The Pitiful and the 
Proud. The race question in Asia is 
brilliantly set forth. “Asian questions 
about racism in America are not asked 
out of a deep concern about the Ameri- 
can Negro. Basically they are an expres- 
sion of the Asian’s concern about him- 
self, of his own quest for status and 
dignity.” This is the heart of the whole 
race question. A man is a man, and has 
vestigial remnants of the image of God. 
A man who must stop before a drinking 
fountain to think, “Am I inferior?” has 
been wounded so deeply that the scar 
makes him what he is. As long as any 
member of the human race cannot hold 
his head high, go where he wishes within 
the limits of his budget, and be accepted 
for what he is in his heart and mind 
and soul and not on the basis of any 





other factors, there is a deep moral 
wrong that will produce outbursts in 
Asia and Africa and utterly destroy any- 
thing that gets in the way. We have per; 
haps twenty years to get our house com, ' 
pletely in order. Anyone who knows 
Asia knows that all that stands in the’ 
way of this is anti-American, anti- 
Christian and, indeed, anti-human race. 

Near the end of the year the Texas 
General Convention of the Southern 
Baptist Churches, in their annual meet- 
ing at Corpus Christi, came out with a 
magnificent statement which called upon 
their ministers to furnish moral leader- 
ship in the race question; spoke against 
violence; asked that the churches re- 
éstablish the truth concerning the Bible 
verses which have been so misinterpreted 
that they have furnished grounds for 
discrimination, and called upon their 
people to follow law and order. There 
has been social progress in our country 
and it continues to make its slow way. 

The year draws to a close. The wreck- 
age of tanks lies at the foot of Mt..Sinai 
where God came down and gave the 
law to His people, expressing His holi- 
ness and justice. The world is in its 
present turmoil because it has turned its 
back on God. Those of us who know the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord 
proclaim His grace and await His com- 
ing. This is the path wherein He wants 


us to walk. 
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AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST 
(Continued from page 7) 


At the other extreme there are those 
who say that it is a matter of reason, of 
wisdom. So you must observe. You must 
go out and observe nature, the order and 
the design, etc. Then you work out your 
arguments. Or you look at history and 
you see there a line, a plan, a purpose. 
There must be a Mind behind it all. This 
is the approach of philosophy and of 
reason. 

But this inevitably and always leads 
to failure, described perfectly for us in 
the Book of Ecclesiastes. There we read 
the conclusions of a wise man who tried 
it all. He was a learned man. He had the 
best education and advantages of his age. 
He tried wisdom as he tried riches and 
pleasure and various other approaches 
to the problem. But he always came back 
to the same point: “Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity.” You would think that 
such a man would arrive at the summit, 
but suddenly he finds he is in a circle 
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and is beginning to go back and down 
again, or he goes round and round in 
circles. Everything, he says, is going 
round and round in circles. 

By your own efforts you will never ar- 
rive at this ultimate knowledge. The 
Apostle Paul in his way sums it up, 
stating it once and forever: “The world 
by wisdom knew not God.” And the 
world by wisdom still does not know 
God. Try as it will it cannot arrive there. 
And this is inevitable for two reasons. 
First, because God is God. He is eternal, 
and endless in majesty and might. Above 
all He is holy. And man is not only 
finite, he is sinful. By definition man can 
never arrive at God. The thing is a sheer 
impossibility. 

What then is the position? Man must 
come to the point at which he realizes 
his failure and realizes that he is but a 
child. What can he do? There is no hope 
for him unless God in His kindness and 
grace and love chooses to reveal Himself. 

Now the full position for which we 
stand is that God has done so, and that 
until we come to that point there is really 
no basis for discussion. 

Let me put it in the words of Blaise 
Pascal, that great French mathematician 
and scientist: “The supreme achievement 
of reason is to bring us to see that there 
is a limit to reason.” There, it seems to 
me, is the starting point. Use your rea- 
son, use your intellect, do so honestly, 
and you will come to the conclusion that 
there is a limit to reason. And then wait. 
And there God in his infinite grace and 
kindness meets us in Revelation. 

Now when we come to this great sub- 
ject of Revelation, as evangelical Chris- 
tians, we come immediately to the great 
and central fact of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God has revealed Himself in other 
ways. God has revealed Himself in na- 
ture, and the Apostle Paul argues in 
Romans (1:19ff.) that we are without ex- 
cuse if we do not see Him there. But 
we do not see God there because of sin. 
The revelation is there, but we do not 
see it. God has also revealed Himself 
in history. And God has revealed Him- 
self to the Old Testament Fathers in 
various ways. 

But as evangelical Christians we start 
with the great central fact of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The whole Bible is really 
about Him. The Old Testament looks 
forward to Him. It tells us that Someone 
is coming. It is vague, nebulous and 
indefinite at points, clearer and more 
specific at others. But there it is. God is 
going to do something, and Someone is 
going to come. At last the Voice will be 
heard. An Authority is going to speak. 
The Old Testament attitude is one of 
waiting on tiptoe, as it were. Then, of 
course, the New Testament is full of 
Him. 

At this point, in order to make all this 
practical, I want to emphasize that fact. 





When the Apostle Paul (our great ex- 
ample in this matter of preaching, teach- 
ing and evangelizing) went to Corinth, 
he reached a certain decision. Whatever 
his reason, Paul determined solemnly at 
Corinth “not to know anything among 
them save Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied.” This was a deliberate decision and 
determination. In other words Paul de- 
cided that he was not going to waste his 
time with them in arguing about pre- 
suppositions. He was not going to start 
with a preliminary philosophical argu- 
ment and then gradually lead on to the 
Truth. No! He starts by proclaiming the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And in Galatians 3:1 
he uses an even stronger term; for he re- 
minds the Galatians that he “placarded” 
Christ crucified before them. He was like 
a bill poster, a man carrying a placard. 
There also he started with Jesus Christ. 

I have an increasing feeling that we 
must come back to this. I am not sure 
that apologetics has not been the curse 
of evangelical Christianity for the last 
twenty to thirty years. 

Now I am not saying that apologetics 
is not necessary. But I am suggesting that 
with a kind of worldly wisdom we have 
been approaching the world on the 
grounds of apologetics, instead of, with 
the Apostle Paul, determining not to 
know anything save Christ crucified. We 
must become fools for Christ’s sake, says 
Paul. “If any man among you seemeth to 
be wise in this world, let him become a 
fool that he may be made wise” (I Cor- 
inthians 3:18). 

‘We assert Him, we proclaim Him, we 
start with Him, because He is the Ullti- 
mate Authority. He is the Final Author- 
ity. We start with the fact of Jesus Christ 
because He is really the whole of our 
position and the whole of our case. 

Now it is to me interesting and rather 
extraordinary that we ourselves as ev- 
angelicals sometimes seem to forget this. 
I suppose that is so because we are so 
familiar with the Scriptures. We are 
guilty of “missing the wood because of 
the trees.” I am convinced that most of 
our troubles today are due to the fact 
that we are so immersed in details that 
we have become lost. We are missing the 
whole because of our interest in the 
parts. If we could but stand back and 
just look at the New Testament and the 
whole Bible with fresh eyes, I believe we 
would be rather amazed at the fact 
that the really big claim that is made in 
the whole of the New Testament is for 
the supreme authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If what they say about Jesus 
Christ is not true, they have nothing at 
all. 

Let me remind you briefly of the case 
that is presented in the New Testament 
for this grand assertion of the final and 
supreme authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is interesting to notice how the 
New Testament asserts this at the very 


ETERNITY 





























beginning of all its statements. It does 
- so at the very beginning of the Gospels. 
Take Matthew 1:23. This is going to 
happen, we are told, in order that the 
statement may be verified which said, 
“Behold a virgin shall be with child and 
shall bring forth a son. And they shall 
call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is God with us.” There it is, 
at once, in the very introduction. 

In the same way the angel appearing 
to Mary and making his announcement 
to her makes this staggering statement 
about her child, this “Holy Thing” that 
was to be born of her: “And of his king- 
dom there shall be no end’—the univer- 
sal, the everlasting Lord. Then you re- 
member the angel speaking to the Shep- 
herds said: “Unto you is born this day in 
the city of David, a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.” 

Now that is the kind of statement that 
is made at the beginning. How tragic it 
is that so often in our sheer familiarity 
with the Scriptures we miss things like 
this. These Gospels were written with a 
definite and deliberate objective in view. 
They were not just written as records or 
as mere collections of facts. No, there is 
no question at all but that they had a 
particular point of view to present. They 
all present the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Lord, as this Final Authority. 

The message of John the Baptist was 
essentially the same. There he stands 
after preaching and baptizing the people 
at the Jordan. He is standing by himself, 
and he overhears the murmuring of the 
crowd. They are talking to one another 
and they say, “Surely this must be the 
Christ. We've never heard preaching like 
this before. When you looked into his 
face, did you not sense his authority? 
This must be the Messiah that we've 
been expecting.” But John turns upon 
them with scorn and says, “I am not the 
Christ. I am not worthy to undo the 
latchet of His shoes. I indeed baptize you 
with water. He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire. His fan is 
in his hand and he will throughly purge 
his floor and gather his wheat into his 
garner; but the chaff he will burn with 
fire unquenchable.” You see the asser- 
tion! “I am not the Christ, I am not 
the one with authority. I am the prepar- 
ation. I am the forerunner, the herald. 
He is the authority. He is yet to come.” 
The whole point again is to assert the 
authority of our Lord. How careful these 
Gospels are to put that idea forward! 

Then you come to something else that 
they stress, something that is of the very 
essence of this whole matter of authority. 
That is their reporting of what happened 
at the baptism of our Lord. There He 
submits to baptism by John. He seems 
to be a man like everybody else, a sin- 
ner after all; for He needs to be baptized 
even as others. But there He is, just 
coming out of the water, when the Holy 
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Spirit descends upon Him as a dove. Still 
more important is that voice, a voice of 
authentication which came from heaven 
saying, “This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased.” There is His author- 
ity again. 

At the Mount of Transfiguration sim- 
ilar language is used, but there is a most 
significant and important addition. 
Again the voice came from the excellent 
glory, and it said, “This is my Beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased; hear 
Him.” “This is the one to listen to. You 
are waiting for a word. You are waiting 
for an answer to your questions. You are 
seeking a solution to your problems. You 
have been consulting the philosophers. 
You have been listening, and you have 
been asking, “Where can we have final 
authority?’ Here is the answer from 
heaven, from God: ‘Hear Him.’” Again, 
you see, marking Him out, holding Him 
before us as the Last Word, the. Ulti- 
mate Authority, the One to whom we are 
to submit, to whom we are to listen. . 

Now I have chosen these incidents 
because they are some of the most cru- 
cial events recorded in the Gospels. We 
must not regard them merely as hap- 
penings in the earthly life of our blessed 
Lord. They are that. But they are re- 
corded so that this particular point 
should come out, His unique, His final 
authority. 

Everything in the Gospels seems to be 
isolating Him, and focusing attention 
upon Him, including even the voice 
from heaven itself. 

Then coming still more directly to the 
Lord Himself you find certain things. 
Take for instance His teaching. How 
careful he was always to speak of “my 
Father and your Father.” He does not 
say “our Father.” He says “my Father.” 
He teaches his disciples to pray, “Our 
Father.” But He never includes Himself 
with them. He always takes pains to 
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emphasize this difference, this Son ot 
Man. He is man and yet He is not only 
man. He is always different. 

In Matthew 11:27 we have that great 
statement which is so definite and speci- 
fic, where He says: “No man knoweth ° 
the Son except the Father, neither know- 
eth any man the Father save the Son- 
and he to whomsoever the Son will re- 
veal Him.” That is a most exclusive 
claim, and a very important-one for us 
to bear in mind. Again he says, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me” 
(John 14:6). “I am the Light of the 
world.” He made endless claims and 
statements along that line. 


Then notice, particularly in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, the way in which He 
deliberately sets Himself up as the auth- 
oritative Teacher. “Ye have heard that 
it was said by them of old time . . . But 
I say unto you.” Here is one who has not 
been to the schools. He was not a Phar- 
isee. People said, “How hath this man 
learning, never having learned?” He does 
not hesitate. He stands up and He says, 
“I.” This is a tremendous assertion of 
authority as a teacher. 


Remember that it is this characteristic 
personal emphasis that brings Him into 
contrast to the prophets. Those Old 
Testament prophets were mighty men. 
They were great personalities, entirely 
apart from their being used by God and 
anointed by the Holy Spirit. But there 
is not one of them who ever used this 
“I.” They all say, “Thus saith the Lord.” 
But the Lord Jesus Christ does not put 
it like that. “I say unto you.” At once 
He is separating Himself and differen- 
tiating between Himself and all others. 
“Now is the time for final authority,” 
He seems to be saying. He emphasizes 
this constantly in the Sermon on the 
Mount. Not only does He contrast His 
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teaching with the traditions of the fathers 
and the expert teachings of the Phari- 
sees and the doctors of the Law and 
people like that; He does not even hesi- 
tate to interpret God’s Law, given 
through Moses to the children of Israel, 
in an authoritative manner, and even to 
go beyond it. No longer is it “an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” as 
had been ordained at that point. It is 
now “Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you. Do good to them that 
hate you.” 

And when He concludes that great 
sermon, He does so by uttering one of 
the most staggering and astounding 
things He ever said. “Therefore,” He 
says. “everyone which heareth these say- 
ings of mine and doeth them, shall be 
tike the wise man that builds his house 
upon a rock. Everyone that heareth these 
sayings of mine and doeth them not is 
like the man that builds his house upon 
the sand.” There, you see, His whole 
emphasis is upon “these sayings of mine.” 
Here is His claim to final authority. And 
if it is possible to add to that, He did 
so when He said, “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away.” There is nothing beyond 
that. 

Now look at His works. Look at the 
miracles. What were they meant to do? 
Of course they were acts of kindness, 
but that was not their primary object. 
John constantly emphasizes in his Gos- 
pel that they were signs. They were 
deliberate signs that He gave in order 
to assert and to attest His own person 
and His own authority. They were in- 
tended to authenticate. 

As there is a lot of loose and senti- 
mental teaching about this whole sub- 
ject at the present time, let us never for- 
get that the primary object of the mira- 
cles was simply to attest the Person of 


the Lord, to assert His authority, to es- 
tablish that He was indeed the Son of 
God. He claims that in many instances. 
Then take another rather remarkable 
incident. Jesus is walking along one day 
and He sees a man called Matthew sit- 
ting at the receipt of custom. He does 
not hesitate to look at that man in the 
middle of transacting his business and 
say, “Follow me.” And Matthew rose 
up and left everything and went after 
Jesus. He goes to the children of Zebedee 
and says the same thing. They leave 
their boats and nets and father and 
everything else. Here is one who does 
not hesitate to speak in a kind of total- 
itarian manner as He commands them, 
“Follow me.” And they went and they 
followed Him. That is the gospel in ac- 
tion. That is evangelism. That is where 
the Church comes into being. That is 
the way in which the work of God is 
carried on. 
, But he went even beyond that! He 
does not hesitate to claim that He has 
power to forgive sin. And He got into 
trouble for claiming it. “Who can for- 
give sins but God alone?” said the people, 
And He does forgive sins. He asserts 
that He possesses authority and power, 
and He is going to prove it. So He told 
the man, “Take up thy bed and walk.” 
All this is purely a matter of authority. 
So often when we preachers preach 
through the Gospels, we take these 
things and turn them into parables, and 
give nice, soothing little messages. But 
we are really missing the point. We 
should be preaching the Lord Jesus 
Christ and asserting His authority. 
What we tend to do today is this. 
We say, “Take up Christianity. It will 
pay you. I am a witness to it.” So we 
give a short address and call upon people 
to testify. Why are people going to ac- 
cept Christianity? Because it works. It 
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does this or that. It gives you happiness. 
It gives you peace and joy. I suggest that 
this is false evangelism. 

Our one business is to preach the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Final Authority. 
We are to declare Him, and men and 
women are to come face to face with 
Him. 

The cults can give you results. Chris- 
tian Science can tell you that if you do 
this and that you will sleep well at night 
and you will stop worrying, you will feel 
healthier, and you will lose your aches 
and pains. All the cults can do that. We 
are not to do that. We are to declare 
Him, and to bring people face to face 
with Him. That is His own method. 

I have selected these instances to show 
you that the whole of the New Testa- 
ment is clearly designed to convince us 
of the authority of Jesus Christ. And if 
He is not who He claims to be, there is 
no need to listen to Him. If He is, we 
are bound to listen to Him, whatever He 
may tell us to do. If He allows me to go 
on being sick and ill and in trouble— 
whatever He says, I will answer, “Yes 
Lord.” I will do so because He is the 
Lord. He is the Authority. 

Furthermore, the Gospels show us 
quite clearly that this fact was appreci- 
ated by His contemporaries. The people 
listening to Him made this most interest- 
ing remark at the end of the Sermon on 
the Mount: “This man teaches with 
authority, not as the Pharisees and 
Scribes.” —‘“Did you notice,” they said, 
“that He did not spend His time saying, 
‘Well now, Hillel has taught this, but 
on the other hand Gamaliel suggests 
that.’” He did not quote a lot of au- 
thorities and explain their positions, 
then end with some kind of deduction 
of His own. Not at all. He just spoke 
with authority. 

Do you remember the soldiers who 
were sent on one occasion to arrest Him? 
They came back without the prisoner, 
and their leaders looked at them and 
said, “What do you mean—where is the 
prisoner?” The only thing they could 
say in reply was this, “Never a man spake 
like this man” (John 7:46). There was 
something about His very accent, His 
tone, His authoritative manner that kept 
them from laying hands on Him. 

Note likewise how the Gospels con- 
stantly emphasize that the main effect 
of His miracles was to produce amaze- 
ment. “They glorified God.” They said, 
“We have seen strange things today.” 
They did not merely stop at the miracle 
and its beneficial effects. No. They were 
conscious of God. Sometimes you will 
find that the disciples themselves reacted 
to a miracle by being filled with fear. 
This is completely different from what 
you can sometimes see on television to- 
day, when a supposed miracle is worked 
and people clap their hands and shout 
and laugh. No! The disciples were “filled 
































sith fear.” Why? They had sensed the 
power and the presence of God. “They 
glorified God.” A sense of awe spread 
over the people. 

This was true of the people in gen- 
eral. But we are told that even the devils 
acknowledged Him. When they saw Him 
coming they said, “Why have you come 
to disturb us before the time? We know 
Thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
God.” They knew Him, and they were 
afraid of Him and of His authority. 

Think of the devils tormenting the 
man in the country of the Gadarenes. 
“Don’t send us out of the country,” they 
said. At once they recognized Him. They 
proclaimed Him, and in a sense they 
trembled at His authority. These things 
are not recorded accidentally. They are 
not mere details which are put in to 
make a perfect picture. There is a pur- 
pose, that is, to bring out His authority. 

Indeed, even His enemies recognized 
it clearly. They saw that He claimed to 
be God. See John 10:23 and elsewhere. 
All seemed to recognize it, and His 
stumbling, fumbling disciples themselves 
eventually confessed it. Peter made the 
statement at Caesarea Philippi, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God” (Matthew 16:16). 

On another occasion our Lord, upon 
seeing people leaving the congregation, 
turned to the disciples and said, “Will 
ye also go away?” Peter answered again 
perhaps not knowing fully what he said: 
“To whom shall we go?” Where else is 
there an authority? “Thou hast the words 
of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God” (John 6:66-69). There 
is no one else. You are the last, the Final 
Authority. 

In spite of all this He was crucified in 
apparent weakness, and He died and 
was buried in a grave. But He arose from 
the grave. And it is at this point that 
His authority shines forth gloriously and 
boldly. That He has conquered even 
death and the grave is the ultimate 
proof of His authority. And so we have 
the vital and important incident con- 
cerning Thomas. Doubting Thomas was 
told that He has risen, but he cannot 
believe it. It seems incredible. But then 
when he sees Him and is challenged to 
put his hand and his finger into the 
wounds, Thomas falls down at His feet 
and says, “My Lord and my God” (John 
20:24-29). 

But we must go on even beyond the 
Resurrection because we are told that 
these disciples, after they had listened 
to Him, saw Him ascend into heaven. 
We read, “And they worshipped Him 
and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy.” Now it may be that we who are 
evangelicals tend to ignore the Ascen- 
sion. But it is in the Scriptures.and it 
is emphasized not only in the Gospels, 
but also in the Book of the Acts of the 


January 1957 












Apostles. The Ascension is a vital part . 


of the testimony to Christ’s authority. 
So we come to the Book of Acts. I be- 
lieve we should pay much more atten- 
tion to the introductions to the books of 
the New Testament. Take, for instance, 
the introduction to Acts: “The former 
treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of 
all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach.”—What I am going to write about 
now, says the writer, in effect, is what 
He has continued to do. Now there are 
those who say that this book should be 
called the Acts of the Holy Spirit. I be- 
lieve that the first verse denies this sug- 
gestion, interesting though it is. “The 





works that Jesus began both to do and 
teach,” and the works that Jesus contin- 
ed to do. That is the theme of this great 
book. Here we come to the story of the 
extension of the Christian. Church. Who, 
is doing this? The answer recorded ‘in 
Acts is that the Lord Jesus Christ is do- 
ing it. Remember how He said to Peter, 
at Caesarea Philippi; “I will build my 
church.” Let us never forget that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is still the builder. 
It is He who is building the Church. 
So we come to that significant event 
which happened on the Day of Pente- 
cost, as recorded in the second chapter 
of the Book of Acts. The sending of the 
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Holy Ghost upon the Church on the day 
of Pentecost is, I suggest, the final asser- 
tion of the supreme authority of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In John 16:8-11 He 
said, “When He [the Spirit] is come, 
He will convince the world of sin, and 
of righteousness and of judgment: of 
sin, because they believe not on me; of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is 
judged.” 

Now we tend to interpret this as mean- 
ing that He was merely saying that in 
the dispensation of grace the Holy Spirit 
would convict individuals of sin and of 
righteousness and of judgment. And of 
course that is true. But I am increasing- 
ly convinced that there is much more 
than that in our Lord’s words. I am in 
entire agreement with those who say that 
what He is really saying is this: “The 
sending of the Holy Ghost is the final 
proof that He is the Son of God. “Of 
sin, because they believe not on Me.” 
They would not listen to His words. 
They would not give heed to His works. 
They would not even believe the testi- 
mony about the Resurrection. But it had 
been prophesied that He would send the 
Holy Ghost. He said so Himself. Now 
if He had not sent the Holy Ghost His 
claims would have fallen down. He 
would have failed. The coming of the 
Holy Ghost, the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
is the final proof that He is the Lord of 
Glory. He has done the work which He 
had been sent to do. He has conquered 
all enemies. He has received this gift 
from the Father, and He now sends it. 
That is the argument of the Day of 
Pentecost. So we must always think of 
that day as the last in the great series of 
actions by which He substantiates His 
claim to be the Lord of Glory. It is also 
the proof that His righteousness is ac- 
cepted by God and that “the prince 
of this world” is already judged. The 
devil, the usurper who has been con- 
trolling men, is no longer in control. Let 
us never forget that. He has been de- 
feated. He has been cast out. And it is 
the Lord Jesus Christ who is reigning 
and ruling at this present hour. 

Then, go on and see the outworking 
of that in the Book of Acts. Peter and 
John go up to the temple at the hour 
of prayer and they see an impotent man 
sitting at the Beautiful Gate of the Tem- 
ple. What happens? You remember the 
formula, “In the Name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rise up and walk.” And he 
arose, and the people came and were 
full of wonder and amazement, and were 
praising the apostles. But Peter said, 
“Do not look at us. It is not by our own 
words or power that we have made this 
impotent man to walk. His Name, 
through faith in His Name, has given 
this man this ect soundness in the 
presence of you all” (Acts 3:1-16). 


Then again in Acts 4 when the dis- 
ciples are arraigned before the authori- 
ties and are told never again to preach 
in this Name, there is only one answer 
to give: “There is none other Name un- 
der heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved.” This is the only 
Name. The translation should be, 
“There is no second.” Jesus Christ is 
not one in a series, He does not possess 
one authority among a number of au- 
thorities. He stands alone. He is the 
Solitary Authority. 

And so it continues right through the 
Book. In preaching to Cornelius and 
his household Peter says again, “Jesus 
Christ is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36). The 
same stands out in the ministry of the 
apostle Paul, who, being arrested in his 
career of violent opposition to, and 
persecution of, the Christian Church on 
the road to Damascus, and discovering 
to his amazement that the Jesus whom 
he had so despised and hated is none 
other than the Lord of glory, cries out 
asking, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do?” 

The testimony of the Epistles is every- 
where the same. Paul tells the Romans 
that he is “a servant of Jesus Christ” 
and “separated unto the gospel of God 
. .. Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh; And de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead.” 

Peter is equally definite in saying, 
“For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witness- 
es of his majesty. For he received from 
God the Father honor and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased’” (II 
Peter 1:16, 17). 

And John in the same way asserts, 
“That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, of 
the Word of life; (for the life was mani- 
fested, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and shew unto you that eternal 
life; which was with the Father, and 
was manifested unto us)” (I John 1:1, 
2). The characteristic term which is used 
of Jesus Christ in the Epistles is “the 
Lord.” This is “a designation of divinity” 
(Machen) and it is generally agreed that 
it stands for the full significance of the 
Old Testament term “Jehovah.” 

There are endless explicit statements 
affirming the deity and Godhead of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. None is more strik- 
ing perhaps than Colossians 2:9 where 
the apostle states: “For in him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,” 
or that in I Corinthians 2:8 where he 





refers to Him as “Lord of glory.” 

Then there is the famous statement in 
Philippians 2:9-11, in which the apostle 
states in bold and striking terms that the 
One who trod this earth as Jesus of 
Nazareth and was crucified on the cross 
had before this been “in the form of 
God” and “thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God.” The apostle ends by 
saying that in the light of all He has 
done, “God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above 
every name; That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 

Nothing however is grander than the 
opening statement of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, where we are told that “God, 
who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son, whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds; who be- 
ing the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, and up- 
holding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high.” 

The last book in the Bible tells us 
that it is “The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” He dominates the entire book. 
He alone is strong enough to break the 
seals of the book of history. He is the 
One who finally conquers all enemies 
and reigns in glory. 

The whole of the New Testament 
from Acts to Revelation is nothing but 
the verification and the outworking of 
His statements, “I will build My 
Church,” and “All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you: and, lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

He has and is exercising all authority 
and power. “He must reign till all His 
enemies shall be made His footstool.” 

“Christianity is Christ.” It is not a 
philosophy, indeed not even a religion. 
It is the good news that “God both 
visited and redeemed His people” and 
that He has done so by sending His only 
begotten Son into this world to live, and 
die and rise again. He is “the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First and the Last.” 

Copyright 1956 by Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship. All rights reserved. This 
series is running consecutively in the 
January-March issues of His magazine, 
organ of U. S. and Canadian IVCF. This 
material will later be incorporated in a 
book. 
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NEW Broad Coverage 


for NON-DRINKING DRIVERS 
PREFERRED RISK’S new PLUS POLICY 


gives to all Preferred Risk Policyholders 


(1) New “Family Automobile”’ policy protection. 
(2) Insurance with other non-drinkers only. 


(3) Low starting rates. 


PLUS — 

plus 1 Payment for Personal Effects stolen from car—up to $100.00. 

plus 2 Pays full attorney’s fees for pursuing subrogation claim. 

plus 3 Payment of Emergency Transportation Expense up to $25.00. 

plus 4 Pays towing and labor when driving other cars. 

plus 5 Pays towing and labor up to $25.00. 

plus 6 Collision coverage on Temporary Substitute Automobile. 

plus 7 Full Limits Death Benefit (up to $2000.00 per person) under 
Medical Payments coverage. 

plus 8 Waiver of depreciation on new car. 

plus 9 Waiver of deductible when collision is with another Preferred 


Risk policyholder (not available in Ill., Ind., or Minn.). 
plus 10 Waiver of Notice of Mortgage. 
plus 11 Waiver of Right to Repair. 
plus 12 Payment of premium for Bail Bonds up to $5000.00. 


AND ... (another big plus)—up to 25% additional savings under 
Preferred Risk’s Merit Reduction Plan for “claim-free” driving. 





Don't Be Satisfied With Less-Get FULL Coverage § SOMETHING 
MAIL THIS COUPON NOW — (No Obligation) MISSING? 
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FREE 


MBI’s three-year, tuition-free training is open to high 
school students who meet Institute standards. 


This training is made possible by the gifts and prayers 
of faithful stewards — men and women who are count- 
ing on young people like you to carry the gospel and 
maintain a strong testimony — in full-time Christian 
service, business, professional life, or in the home. 


MBI’s Student Placement Office helps hundreds of stu- 
dents find part-time employment each year. Down 
through the years, Moody students have earned an ex- 
cellent reputation with employers in the Chicago area 
and their services are in demand. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


7820 N. LaSalle Street Chicago 10, Illinois 


* Dr. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president + Dr. S. MAXWELL CopER, dean 
ed 


The 
“WEST POINT’ 


of 


CHOOSE FROM 
EIGHT BASIC COURSES... 


General Bible + Pastors Course 
Missionary . + Christian Education 
Christian Education-Music 

Missionary Technical + Jewish Missions 
Sacred Music 


write for free booklet... 


“Trained at Moody .. . Used of God” — 
attractive, interesting booklet with stories 
about several Moody alumni and how 

they came to the Institute to prepare for 
happy, useful service. A Moody 

catalog will also be enclosed. 

Write Office of Admissions, Room ET-57-252 


Accredited by Accrediting Association of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 
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